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Govcrnment, and with hiin went McLeian, ilugli McDonald, Stewart

Campbell, Edward H. McDonald and other ieading spirits of the party,
and the agitation subsided. But it will bie acknowledged by ail who have

any understanding of huinan nature, that this was a poor beginning for

Confederation in Nova Scotia. For a Legisiature te force a constitutional

change upon the people of a free Province in defiance of their known wishes

was a crime of the deepest hue. To have been compelled to suifer the

consequences of this foui wrong lias always rankled in the breasts of a very

large portion of the people of Nova Scotia. It is likely, however, that

Time, the great healer, wouid have evcnitually assuaged this feeling if al

badl gene well. But al hias not gone weIl. First carne the influx of the

Upper Province drumimers, driving Halifax wholesalers out of their own

markets. This graduaily undermineci the supremacy of Hlalifax as an

importing centre. The merchants ceased to niake fortunes. Next canie

an increase of the taritl, which tended te shut our people off froîn a

profitable trade with the New England States, and force them to engage

in an unprotitabie trade with tlîe UJpper Provinces. The former was

advantageous inasmuch as in exchiange for flour, cotton and woollen goods,
etc., we could send thema the products of the forest, the farrn and the

fishieries; wliereas, for what our people gut froin the Upper Provinces

they were compelled chiefly to send cash.

The next unplteasant feature of the Confederation was the steady

increase of expenditure and of the public debt. At first the construction

of the Intercolonial }iailway seemned an equivaient, but after a time came

extravagant contracts with an unknown section caiied British Coluinhia.

They observed wild schemnes of immense magnitude in the North West,
and these eventually su engaged the attention of the Federal Government

that Maritime interests seemed to be forgotten.

Next carne the National Policy-a pleasant disguise for Protection.

it came upon the country suddenly and tuok everyoue unawares. There

had been a period of hard times. Peuple got discuntented and disgusted.

Wlien a man is chronically iii, and regular physicians f ail to give Ihun

relief, lie is ready for the quack. [n this condition were the peuple of al

Canada in 1878. Thuse who lived in tie Maritime Provinces were toid

that there was te be nu increase, only a re-adjustment. The West India

trade was languishing, the Quack said, Il Rcfine Sugar at Ilalifax-that
wiii make yen flourish." Thle coal industry xvas depressed, "lSecure a duty,
and thus get commnand of the Ontario markets," was the syren song sung,

in the cars of ail concernied in ceai. The saine was sai(i in regard te iron,
and se, with a blind infatuation nnworthy of an intelligent peuple, the

masses rushed te the poils seeking "la few ycars of prusperity." And thus

scarcely eleven vears had elapsed before the Maritime Provinces found

themselves actually thme willing victinis of the very cvii they lied dreaded
before the UJnion-Protection.

Ail this while the tariff is guing up, the public debt increasing, the

expenditure growing greater, the rate of taxation becumuing higher. The

National Poiicy lias faiied. Ontario ducs net takc Nova Scotia cual and

aur peuple are cempelled te buy Ontario fleur, or pay a tax upun American.

Two sugar refineries have been bujît in ilalifax, but tliey have proved

ruinously losing concerns. More than hlf a million of Halifax capital is

locked up in une of tleim, and the nct loss last ycar was over $200,000.
The West India trade, instead of being bcnetited by these refineries,
receivcd its last kick from themi. Before the Nationel Poiicy, the Halifax
West India mercliants used te send cargues of fish to the West Indies, and
bring back cargues of raw sugar te the leading American ports, which they
sold te edvantage and then breuglit refinced sugar and other staple articles
to Halifax. This was a lucrative trade. The tariff of 1879 put an end te
this, and the Halifax West India traders were at the mercy of the Montreal
refinery for the sale of their raw sugars. To meet this difficulty tliey
were told te build a refinery of their own and then they would have a
home mtarket. But no souner was the refinery buiît than the directors
went abroad ail over the globe te buy raw sugars in the cheapest markets,
and at the luwest prices, which made it impossible for the home traders te
seli a cargo in competition. The cunsequence is. that the West India
trade, which hae been steadily declining, lias rcaclied bottom, and it would
have becn better if every West India mierchant in Halifax lied cheined his
slips te the wharf and retired frein business une year ago.

Two or threc cotton fact ories were erected in Nova Scotia as a resuit
of the tariff. Tliey htave ail lest money systcniaticaiiy. Another hlf
million of Halifax mioney is locked up in a factory that hias lied a deficit
ever since its machiniery was flrst started. No other industries have
sprung Up since the National Poiey was introduced, ànd the only conse-
quence of the pretective tarifr is higher taxation and a declension in the
shipping industry. Nova Scutia eau only regard the National Poiicy as

an atte[npt te, force an artiticial, unnatural and profitless trede with the
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Upper Provinces, insteed of a natural, hcaithy and profitable trade with
the New Engiand States. The tariff of 1879 lias preved a success in

only one particular, namnely, as a revenue-exterting machine. Millions

have been obtained from the peuple, but it lias ail gene te the Nortli-West--

ail been abserbed by the Pacifie Railway. It is a matter for wonder that
the people of Nova Scutia shouid fail te sec any brilliant prospects in a

iRailway tu the Pacifie Ocean. They have contributed ever eight millions

of dollars te tlîis eniterprise aý larger sumi than they expended on public

works within the Province up te the heur of Confederation.

It will be necessary te pursue tlîis topic in a subsequent issue, for the

catalogue of grievances is long. NOVA SCOTIAN.

THIE ASSOCIATION OF (JANADIAv ETCHERS.

T.ar exhibition of etchings titrown open on Saturday last te the citizens
of Toronto, inaugurates an important mnovement in the direction of Art
education in Canada, and places ail under a speciai dcbÈ of obligation te
the little band of ertists and amateurs te wliose joint labours and unflaggîng
zeal this happy resuit is due. The collection includes upwards of three
liundred examples, frein England, France, Germnany, the United States,
and-as we have pride in noting, fromn Canada. Among them are the
works of artists cf higli standing and well-preved skili in the liandling of
the etching-nc-cdle. They aisoe ibrace types of diverse classes included
in the produet cf the etcher's art; and as it is new te Canadian conuîeis-
seurs, it may be weli te draw attention te this diversity.

We can scarcely err in seying at the outset that une gyreat vaine cf the
echer's art lies in the fact that by its means the collecter of truc taste,
even thougli of very mederate nieans, may enricli bis walls, andi still
More store ,his portfolios, with genuine works of the leeding artists of the
day, or even of the samne great miasters wliese paintings ferni the prizcd
treasures of royal and national gaileries cf art. Etching in fact bias effectcd
fer the connoisseur in art wliat the printing press lias dunc for the book
collecter. If the latter cannot aspire te an illumineted MS., lie maY
possibly becemie the delighted pessessor of a Guttenburg, a Caxton, or a
\Vynkin de Worde ; or at the ieast a choice Elzeverc is sure te be witbin
bis means ; and so, tee, the mnodest lover cf Art maiy rejeice in the aquisi-
tien cf a genuine Albert Durer, a Rembrandt, a Hogarth, or a Turner,
te whom tbe price cf a single painting of sucli artists weuld be a fortune
capitalized.

Througli the courtesy of Mr. E. M. Wilson, of New Ycrk, the Assoe
ciated Etdhers arc enablcd te exhibit two littie Rembrandts :a pair of heads,
No. 231, by ne means se large as the palm ef the biaud. Doubtiess there
wili be seine among the visiiters te the gallery who will read the pnie
affixed te themn of $,,0 eccl, and look anew witli increduleus wonder on,
the ebjects se apprized. And yet te the truc Art collecter the price is
calcuiate(l rather te awaken a deubt as te their gcuuineness ; fer net onlY
$50 but .$500, and stili larger suans, bave been freiy paid in recent ycars for
choice impressions cf the genuine liandiwerk of the great master cf cbiaro'
oscure. For sucb they arc witb the very saine rare qualities which
render bis paintings emeong the înost prized works ef the great sehoul Of
Art which produced Reubenis and Vandyke, Quentin Matsys, BergheI>,
Cuyp, Ostade, and the whoie realistic painters of the Nectberlands.
This is a point whicb we trust the members cf our"I Association cf Canadian
Etchers" will keep steadily in view. A genuine little scrap of honiest
original work, the produet of the saine band and brain, lias a charm for th'
truc lever of Art that ne mere transcript of another's picture cai posse 5 '
It is this quaiity of originality, this freshness from the hand of the artisti
which confers the speciai value on the mest modest productions of the
etcher. Lt is ne muere engraver's cepy, but as genuine a werk of Art
as the finished painting, fresît from the artist's casel ; and net unfrequeltY
the more spuntaneons Mproduet of bis mnd ; for as Uaininerton the artist-
critic truly says : Il Every stroke ef it bias value exactiy preportionate te
the mental capacity ef the artist." The larger numuber cf works in the
prescrnt exhibition are of titis ciass, and include seine ef rare excellence.
But we*nute titis, et the cutset, in order te indicate clearly the leaitifflite
field of the etclîer's trinplis. The etcher's needie is to the truc artist
what the chisel is te the sculpter, and tue pen te the peet; and, as "Y
the eue tue mnarbie is kindled inte life, and with the other the peet "iC
te airy nothing a local habitation and a nine

Evon 'so the etcher's needie on its point
Doth catch wvlat fin the artist-poet's inid
iteality and fancy did croate,

\Ve eau readiiy imnaginie tliet emong tîme large and attractive pictures
"on the line," few wiii take a liguier rank in popuhar faveur thanR.W

Maeth's skilfui rcndering of Pinwell's pictoriai version of tic fanietîs8
Browning ballad-epic: IlTîte Pied Piper cf llemlin," No. 138. Yet we ques'
tien if titis is a truc application of the etchct's art. With laborieus indostrY
Mr. Macbeth lias striven te reproduce tite originial painîtinmg by a pureeftc
of higlît and siiede. But iii sucit an effort thie translater of aliotlîer's work
by the etcher's precess is et e great disadvantage, as conipared with the
truc engraver, wvbether if l ne or nezztinto. Hie produces onîy a tinted
sketch, as it were ; end calînot pretend te translate tue colours of the
original into tîmeir relative liglit and sitade. Thie etciîcr aitogether ui0i5
unierstands the truc tm'iiiimphs of bis att if hie fancies thet bis nleedle cal'
supplant thc burin of Rapheel Morghn i Rbr tame hm

Burnt, r oher ofth( grahimme-engravers to whorn we owc the Il Last
Supper " of Leenerdo de Viiici, tite IlAurore " of Guide, and sen11e ofte


