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beauty rather than approriateness as national emblems.
Among these designs we find :-An escutcheon composed of
St. George's cross, fieu,-de-/ys, maple leaf, and galley ; iaple
leaves and fiet--de-/ys on cross ; three leaves on red ensign
a wreath of maple leaves enclosing a beaver ; ditto encircling
an Imperial Crown ; tri-colour and beaver ; maple leaf on a

hite shield ; on a lozenge (diaiond) ; on a star ; on a Jack
a yellow leaf on the red fly of the ensign ; a pyramid ; a
white star on the e a bufalo ; maple leaf with seed-
vesse>s ; and a star of maple leaves. These are a few of
thte emnblems proposed to be placed on the flag, and their al-
e"ged nmerits have been set forth by their respective advo-
cates, in articles in various newspapers and periodicals.

On the cover of this issue of THE WEEK will be seen a
colOured sketch of a proposed Canadian Flag-the British
nl sign and the Maple Leaf--the latter on a white disc ; this
s the design I suggested to the committee of the Canadian

Club of Hamilton, and which they recommended to the
authorities at Ottawa. (At a meeting of this association, April
12th, 1894, a resolution was passedfavouring a device of one
or more maple leaves to take the place of the present arns on
the flag.) In planning this device, I have conisidered three
esential qualities : simplicity, significance, and colour. The
Maple Leaf is the best-known symbol that can b I charged "
On the flag of the mother land ; "our emblein dear " is the
subject of Our national song-the popularity of which is ever
itcreasing ; the country itself is called " the land of the
Mapie leaf "; whenever a body of Canadians go abroad, re-
presenting Canada, cricketers, lacrosse players, artillerymen,
0arsmnen, etc., they almost invariably wear the Maple Leaf
On their breasts. As to distinctive colours, green is nature's
OWn particular hue, typical of freshness and vigour ; and the
naftural leaf on the white disc on the red field of the ensign
With the Union Jack in the upper corner forn one of the most
Striking flags it is possible to imagine. A contributor to a
Montreal paper objects to the disc because " circular lines
are aggressive," although it is not stated in what manner the

aggressiveness " is manifested. But I beg to say that it is
Wel' know that those who are competent to judge have
always conîsidered cireular lines as being easily discerned at
1 ng distances. For instance :-White dises on red flags

and red dises on white are used in the International Systerm
Of Distance Signals, WHEN THE " CODE" CANNOT BE READ;the same style of signal has been adopted on the railways
(emaphiores); circles on targets are not supposed to be-
Wilder the marksman ; and the pilot service and our Aus-
tralian sister colonies have used dises for many years. Some

rrepondents complain that the Maple Leaf does not last

lg in its state of verdure, that it " crumples up " and is

bterefore sugestive of decay ; but to me it seems more en-

Wiatr of perpetuity : no matter iow fiercely blow the
ntry winds, nor how deeply the f rost strikes into the earth,

' the springtime the dear old Maple Leaf breaks forth in
sfesh, bright green colours, which becorne darker as the
bnier days pass by, until the autumn tints invest it witl a
&futy that becomtes " a joy forever." And thus ever ; year

er year-

" A fresher green the smelling leaves display,
And, glittering as they tremble, cheer the day."

T0 those who depreciate a floral emblem, I would say that
ere i little doubt that were England a colony, or did she

contemplate the construction of a new and purely English
tag, the Red Rose wouild be the chosen cognizance to decorate
he standard ; even as it did in the days of Henry V. The

great objection which so many people have to the star is
ecause it is, and always wiil be, associated with the star-

spangled banner of the United States. The star is to the
-rit-ans what the maple leaf is to us; we find it every-

Where, from the President's flag down to the commodore's
Pennant (in fact the second-rank of the latter displays just
what some of our people have advocated-a white star on a
red ground); on the coins of the country, the circle of stars
corresponds with our wreath of maple leaves ; the collars of
the U. S. blue-jackets are decorated with white stars, and
ole of these is the distinguishing badge of the Yankee yacht

oefender." It is rather strange logic from the sup-
ýOrtel'S of the star that they object to the Maple
* af because it does not represent unity. Is a single star
taken from the millions in the firmament typical of unity ?
" 0 rnany as the stars of the sky in mnultitude, and as the
-snd which is by the sea shore innuierable "-ieb. 11; ve,.
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12.) There is no necessity for Canadians to go abroad in
searcth of an emblerm ; that which we now have is suitable for
all purposes ; we should not wish to borrow a fragment from
an alien flag, for the star-flag would be but a feeble imitation
of that of our neighbours.

The gold Maple Leaf on the red background is rich in
appearance, but how cheap looking wien in the butting
colour-yellow ; the metal and the colour are one and the
saine in heraldry, but the people will never look upon it as
other than the yellow leaf -' the sere and yellow leaf !"

As white and silver are also identical, the green Maple
Leaf on the white dis on the red fly compose a flag that co-
forms witlt heraldic requirements. It were useless to adopt
any device which is constituted of a specified number of parts
or points representative of the Confederated Provinces, with
the idea of alteration whenever another shall be allied to the
Dominion ; for it may be safely concluded that tite Imperial
authorities will not sanction it.

Let us pray that, whatever indicative mark may be
displayed on the fly of that flag, the Union Jack shall remain
next the stafft-never to depart front tiis Canada of ours,
until the voice of Albion be stilled forever, until the Entglisi
tongue be hushed throughout the world.

What shall we have for the etiblemt lear
On the flag of our native land,

To take the place of the cognizance queer,
Which but few cati understand ?

It must be a token, indeei, to tell
Of our country fair and free;

Of the loyal hearts that therein d wel
'Neath the shade of the inapie tree.

For the emtbleim-badge of Canada,
Oh, say what shall it be ?

-The Maple Leaf on the silver lise,
And thu fIla- of the old ecoiuntrie.

Wiat must we have for our emtblemi, then,
To be known througiout ite world :

To be loved, to be feared, respected of maen,
W h erever that flag is unfurled !

Siottld we filch a fraction (to make or mar)
From our neighbotirs' spaugled rag?

No ! iever a I' bar " nor a single '' stir"
Mist beseen on the British flag.

For the banner of our oittniiîon,
Then say what shall it be ?

-The Maple Leaf on the silver dise,
And the fiag of the old Coutcrie.

Galt, Sept. 14. H. SmcEn Hownt.

MAGAZINE RUlBBISH.

Siî,-The following will show what rubbishî somie editors
heedlessly accept. In a recent number of the Westminster
Review there is an article by D. Bulsatillo on " The Political
Situation." Saroastic writers referring to the exaggerated
claims of the ultra woman-righters have dubbed them " the
shrieking sisterhood ;" but in the political world the can be
matched by those ultras-the shrieking Radicals-who
always bring discredit upon their own side. Mr. Bulsatilla
poses as one of the "Three Tailors of Tooley Street" ims-
mortalized by Canning, who in solemn conclave resolved :
" We, the people of England, etc., etc." He refers to the
action of the House of Lords in rejecting Gladstone's Home
Rule Bill, whici conduct saved Ireland from civil war and
Great Britain from a serious disaster ; and adds that this
patriotic performance of a public duty "ias roused the Brit-
ish people to sweep away the obstacle "--that is the Peers-
"and that the mad folly of Lord Salisbury and his followers
will inevitably lead to a revolution." And this stutf was
actuaily written after the Gladstonians had utterly failed to
get up the slightest agitation against the Lords. A few
weeks later the nation gave thte Conservatives the largest
Parliamentary majority known for 63 years. Tallyrand's
cynical worcls apply-that " soime people are born with two

left hands, in addition poor X came into the world witiout
any brains."

Any editor of comion-sense ought to know that after
the utter failure of the Gladstonians to get up the slightest
outcry against the House of Lords for doing their plain duty,
that such stufi could only lower the prestige of his magazine.
When every possible sign points to fair weather it is asinine
to proclaim a hurricane . FAIR-A RVmAL.

Toronto, Sept. 19th.
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