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tion is now dead, having been given its
coup de grace by the reduction in the duty
on agricultural implements, and other
minor modifications. It would be a striking,
though scarcely a surprising tribute to the
indestructible vitality of party loyalty,
should the event prove that the agitation
could be quelled by so meagre a concession.
It would, of course, be unsafe to base any
very serious conclusions on the enthusiasm
called forth by the visit of Mr, Laurier,
the fame of whose eloguence is sufficient to
ensure him a large audience and an atten-
tive hearing in any part of the Dominion,
under any circumstances, but certainly the
avidity with which his Winnipeg audience
geem to have drunk in his bold avowal of
free-trade principles does not favour the
idea that the tariff question is settled in
Manitoba.

With all his silvery eloquence, Mr.
Laurier does not seem to possess the power
of varying the form and language in which
he clothes his ideas, to so great an extent as
might be desirable in one who has the diffi-
cult task of speaking on the same topics
night after night, in the presence of the
ubiquitous newspaper reporter. A little
mors fertility of resource and originality in
the way of putting things would improve
his speeches for the newspaper reader,
though they might not materially add to
their effectiveness with the audiences ad-
dressed. And ths latter is, of course, the
main thing. Many who have been curiously
or anxiously waiting to hear his promised
deliverance on the school question, will
have been somewhat disappointed to recog-
nize the familiar form, clothed in almost
the same language, with which they had be-
come well acquainted on ths floor of Par-
liament and elsswhere. This utterance
certainly puts the question in a nutshell.
If the Manitoba schools are really what
they purport to be, public schools in which
there is no religious teaching, the doctrine
of Provincial rights proclaimed by Mk,
Laurier does the rest, and the Catholics
have no just cause of complaint, If, on the
other hand, the schools are really Protestant
schools, under the guise of public schools,
if there is religious teaching in them, then
the Catholics are grievously wronged in be-
ing compsolled to send their children to such
schools. This way of putting it curiously
ignores what wo have always understood to
be one of the chief grounds of complaint by
the Catholic prelatss, viz.: that there isno
religious teaching in the schools, and that
theyaretherefore ¢ godless,” Mr. Laurier still
fails to satisfy our curiosity as to whichof the
two hypotheses he believes to be the true
one. It is pretty safe to say, however,
if we may venture to read between the lines,
that the Roman Catholic pralatses will find

little comfort in his words, and that the
Manitoba Government and people would
have little reason to dread interference in
the matter should Mr., Laurier become
Premier, .
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When we are told, as a reason why cer-
tain admitted evils in Government admin-
istration cannot be cured, that they are in-
separable from party government, one isnat.
urally led to inquire whether it is absolutely
beyond question that party government is s0
lovely in itself and so happy in its workings
that it must be held to as a system insepar-
able from all responsible government.
There are some reasons for suspecting that
the party system is just now undergoing &
trial such as it has not hitherto been sub.
jected to in Anglo-Saxon communities.
Whether we turn our attention to the
Mother Country, to the United States, or
to our own Dominion, we find ¢minous
indications of revolt from the absolutism of
party, such as have not, we believe, been
seen at any previous period, at least within
the recollection of men who are still in
active life. In Great Britain thera can
hardly b> said to be any longer two great
parties, The Liberals, whose leaders hap-
pen at the moment to occupy the Govern-
ment benches, are evon now less a party
than a combination of parties, somewhat
loosely banded together, some of which are
even now breathing forth threats of open
revolt. On the other side, we find an Op-
position made up of two very distinct parts,
one of which may be pretty closely com-
pacted as a party by the cohesive power of
a common self-interest ; the other simply
held in a precarious alliance by the very
uncertain bond of a common antipathy to
a given radical measure. In the United
States, we have just seen the publicly avow-
ed pledges of one of the old historic parties
broken by the revolt or treachery of certain
of its own members, while it is well known
that in regard to the one transcendent poli-
tical question of the day both the old
parties are hopelessly divided. In Canada,
in both Dominion and Provincial politics,
the process of disruption, if not of disinteg-
ration, in both the old parties is going on
before our eyes, and no one can now fore-
see the end,

What do all these movements bstoken }

+ We dare not prophesy. One thing is, how-

ever, clear. They plainly indicate the weak-
ening of the old party cohesion. A peculiar
and suggestive sign of the time is that,
whereas it used to be no uncommon thing
to hear a politician of the old school avow
that he was first and above all loyal to his
party, thera is now a marked tendency to be
ashamed of such a sentiment as a principle
of astion, and many candidates at the polls
and members in the House pride themselves
on being independent rather than party
men. This change, which is c>ming over
the spirit of politics, may be in part due to
the fact that broad lines of cleavage in re
gard to the great principles of govbernment:
1';0 longferhexisc. Such a thing as a genuine
ory of the old sc i i
vors hard 1 o hool, for 1nstance, is now
ry b - A few probably still
exist in the circles from which the House of
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Lords in England is recruit rad-

from gome special question, such.” sals
ated taxation, or Home Rule, which "fl‘f oy
directly to self-interest, old—fashio'ne'd Os .
ism can hardly be said to be survwmgd’:ord
political dogma even among the 10 i
classes in England. The old issues ¥ on
divided Whig from Tory were gener.lcem
consequently capable of almost “mvsuc
application to legislative measures. If]fe.ele'
a principle alone is to be found the hn 8
ment of a persistent partyism- hew ork
legislators alike profess to desire to he
in the direction of progress and for o
greatest good of the greatest D“mber; life
differ only as to specific measures, thabres
element no longer existe. The “P;l over
into individual fragments or small a0
ghifting parties is inevitable.

—

-ch
ah whi
Of course, change, even from thab

. the
is admittedly bad, is not necessarily fo:wm
better. The up-break of the party sZitioﬂ
might conceivably bs followed by “"‘nartm
t7 a new one, in which the two old pﬁonﬂy
would be replaced by a dozen nevw f;‘;g g
each fighting for its own fad, or hol ‘bem 8
for its own terms, The French 878 o
ten-fold worse than the British a0
can. The trouble is that in such &
old is not dead but simply obscur® gt
ing the new grafted on to it. Ts lfol
system still, and likely to ba tiﬂ;e 6 :
dangerous to political honesty, b the
ism, and sound statesman hi
old. To something like this ©
reason to fear that politics way pities
in cach of the Angle-3ixon coﬂ{s roollf
which we have named. hat é ooF
wauted in order to cure the_g}:e“
and corrupting influences whic o (
into, or rather were inher_ent ‘Oé ultt
party system, is to abolish, 1% prob'
plv parties in the leglsla_tures.h ad it ove’
able that this good time, 80 relimi“m
coms, will be heralded by %0 fne prosd?
changes, the substitution of solis o and l‘s
system for the present gectiond ativ , 80
calism in the choice of represeivy legi"lai
the substitution of election 5; 1eade”‘;
tures, for appointment by & P& o pme?”
a body of men to carry o1 the ge to be 9"0
But these questions are 00 la.rgt ey 87° w0
tered upon here. Perhaps to(:l, a3 b0pi%® "
far off to be of present interes 1d syste® ‘s
discussion, Meanwhile the Oi behof"::,
changing before our eyes &“t pe cBo tocler’
every good citizn to do Wh# for t0€ betde-
sure that the change shall be £ ob
not for the worse; ©

generation.
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