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tion jes now dead, having been given its

coup de grace by the reduction in the duty

on agriculturai impîsments, and other

miner modifications. It weuld be a striking,
thougb ecarcsly a Burprising tribute te the

indestructible vitality of party loyalty,

should tbe levent prove that the agitation
could be quslled by se meagre a concession.

It would, of course, be unsafe te base any

very serions conclusions on the snthusiaem

jcallsd forth by the visit of Mr. Laurier,
tbe fame of whose eloquence je sufficient te

ensure bim a large audience and an atten-
tive hearing in any part of the Dominion,
under any circume tances, but csrtainly the

avidity witb wlbich hie Winnipeg audience

ssem te bave drunk in hie bold avowal of

free-trade principles dos net faveur the

idea that the tariff question le settled in
Manitoba.

With aIl bis silvery eloquence, Mr.
Laurier dols net seem te possese the power
of varying the form and lenuage in which

he clethes bis ideas, te se great an extent as
might be desirable in one who bas the diffi-
cuit taek of speaking on the seme tepice

nigbt ai ter night, in the presence of the

ubiquitous newspaper reporter. A littîs

more fertility of resource and eriginality in

the way of puttiug things would impreve
bis speeches for the nswispaper reader,

tbeugh tbey migbt net materially add ta
their effectivenese witb the audiences ad-
drssd. And the latter is, oi course, the

main tbing. Many who have been curiously

or enxiouely waitiug to heer bis proinised
deliverance on the echeol question, will
have been somewbat disappoiuted te recog-

nize the familiar form, clotbed in aimeet

the sae language, with whicb tbey bad be-
came well acquainted on the floor ef Par-
liament and els,3where. This utterance
certaiuiy pute the question in a nutaeel.
If tbe Manitoba echeols are really wbat

tbey pnrpert te be, public schools in wbich
there je ne religions teecbiug, the doctrine
of Provincial rights priclaimed by Mr.
Lurier dees the rest, aud the Catholice

have ne jue cause of complaint. If, on the
other hand, the scheols are reelly Protestent
sohools, under the guise of public echools,
if tisere je religions teqaching in tbem, then

the Catholice are grievoiy wronged in ha-
ing compsllad te sand their children te eucb

echools. This way of pnttiug it curieusly

ignores what we have aiways uudarsteod te
be eue of the chiai grounde of compiaint. by

the Catholie prelatis, viz.: thet thera il ne
religions teachiug in the echools, and that

they are tharefore"I gedlese." Mr. Laurier still

failsto satisfy our cariesitys te wbichof the
two bypothese3 ha believes te be the true

ene. It je pretty sais te sey, hewever,
if ws may ventura te read betwssn the hunes,

that the Roman Catholie pralatbe wiil fiud
littie comfort in hie werds, sud that tbe
Manitoba Governmeut and people would
bave littia reason ta dread interference in
thse matter ehould Mr. Launrier become
Premier.

TH-E WEEK.

Wben we are teld, as a reason why cer-
tain admitted evils in Qevernment admin-

istration cannot be cured, that tbay are in-
separable firom psrty goverument, eue jenat-

urally led te inquirs whstber it jes absolutely
beyond question that psrty government is se
lovsly in iteh and se happy in ite workiugs
that it muet be hsld te as a system insepar-
able frem ail responsibis goverument.
There are some resens for snspecting that

thse party systsm je just now undsrgeing a

trial sncb as it bas net hitherto been sub'

jected te in Angle-Saxon cemmunities.
Whetbsr ws turu our attention te the

Mother Country, te the Unitý3d States, er
te our own Dominion, we find cminous

indications of revoit from the absolntiem of

party, sncb as bave net, we believe, been

seen at any previeus period, et iest within
the recelleetion of men wbo are still in

active lufe. In Great Britain tisera cosn
bardly b3 said te be eny longer twe greet

parties. The Liberals, whose leaders bap-

pen at tbe moment te occupy thse Goveru-

ment benches, are evon now hase a party
than a combination of parties, soeawbat

ioosely bended together, some of wbicb are

even now breathing forth tbrsats of open

revoit. On thse other side, we find au Op-

position made np of two very distinct parts,

oe of wbich mey be pretty cioseiy rom-
pacted as a party by the cohesive power ai
a common seif-intereet ; the other eimpiy

beld in a precarions alliance by tise very
uncertain bond of a common antipathy te
e given radical measure. In the United

States, we bave juet seen thse publicly evow-
ed pledges of ene of the old historic parties
broken by tise revoit or treacisery ai certain
of its own members, wbile it is weli kuown

that in regard te the one transcendent poli-
tical question of tbe day botis thse old
parties are bepelessly divided. In Canada,
in botb Dominion and Provincial politice,
tise procees ai disruption, if net of disinteg-
ration, in bath tbe old parties ie going on
before our eyee, and ne ene can now fore-
sec tbe end.

Wbat do ail these mevemeute batoken i
We dare net prophesy. One thing, je, how-
lever, clear. Thay plainly indicate tise weak-
ening ef thse eld party cobesion. A peculiar
and suggestive sigu af tbe timae je that,
wbereas it ussd ta be ne uncemmon tbing
te bear e politicien oi the oid echool avow
thet be wes flrst and aboya ail loyal te hie
psrty, thera jes now e marked tendency te be
aesamed ai snch a sentiment as e principîs
of a-tion, sud many candidates eit thse pelle
sud membere in tise Houe prida themeselves
an being independent rathar than party
men. This change, wbicis je cming laver
the spirit of pelitice, May ba in part due ta
tise fect that broai lines Of cleavaga in re-
gard te tise great principles Of geverumeut
no longer exiet. Sncb a tbing as a ganuine
Tory of tise aId scisool, for instance, je now
very bard te flnd, A few prababiy stili
exist in tise circies from wbicb tise Houe of
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Lords in England je recruited,1 but apart

from some special question, sncb* as gradU,

ated taxation, or Home Rule, ehicbappeo

directly to self-interest, old-!aehioned Tory-

ism can bardly be said to be surviig 88

political dogma even among the landiord

classes in England. The old Issue8 .hand
divided Whig from Tory were gefleria

consequently capable of almfost universal

application to legislative measures. Inluc

a principle alone je to be foufld the lifee-

ment of e per3istent partyisni. W eail

legielators alike profees to desire te work

in the direction of progre3s ana for the

greatest good of the greateet nuniber,an

differ only as te specific measures, that lif'

element no longer existE'. The UP*hre'k

into individuel fragments or SmIli and evl

sbifting parties jes inevitable.

0f course, change, even freina tha' hc

is admittedly bixd, je not necessarily for the

better. The up-break of the Party ssteo
might conceivably be f ollowed by ta

t, a new one, in whicb the two old Par"'

would be replaced by a dozen neW oîf 5

each 6igbting for its own fad, oldîing O

for its own terms. The French sYste" '

ten-fold werso than the Brlitjsh and gr0

cen. The trouble je that in sucb a eale tuS

old je net dead but siroplY obscured by ha"

ing the new grafted on to it. It is a
id ai"

systemi stili, aud likeiy te be ten- . t
daugerous to political honesty, trne Patrlob

ism, and sonnd statesmanshiP th"'f evn

oid. Ta omeh like this tberCý>j io
reason to fear that politici xnaY niie
in cacb of the Angle-S IXOn cOnfura lî
which we have named. What 1 5 5P1

wanted in erder to cure the great 0 crept
and corrupting influences whjch, haO

jute, or rather werlc inhereut 11,te li

party system, je to abolis , Do' rob.
It is

pl- parties in the legiselus '.tPever
able that this good ti me, shauld. nt
coane, will be heraldel by tW rlbroade
changes, the substitution O3of e" and 10
eystemn for the present sectîeiellvesi
caiism in the choice of representati8a
the substitution oi ellecti0fl by t le
tures, for appointment by a par o ret

body of men ta carry onte a be00,
But these questions are too larg arteo

fer off ta be of presentee pnbr.Pr intres el 'OP' 8 10
oidsyste,0 e

discussion. Meanwhile the itbeheO
changing befre our eyeoi and t at io,

svery geod citiz-n te do what hor tbe bete
sure that the change shahl be for e
net for the were ; eOu'n

güneration. 1A)À

MR. GOLDWIN SMITHAN ý

LITFERATURF-Ega

The lest nuiflber of TuE Win" ~
gracei by a letter iram Mrý Go t tbe

rsplying te the qli5stiolb.t " y)r6

matter with Canadien Lt e

question asked by a co r . ecjePll

of our contemfporarîe. e eng e

and in an emiueitiy cl de B3oOg

Wtîen Ma jor Wellingtonl tagi .0

asked how lie ma',%sd t a


