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ed and sent ber a copy of it, and, on the day
aftere she came up to our usual resting place
1'bere 1 was waiting, tbankod me for it and

O'MPlimùented my skill. teAnd wbat did
3111- Thomas tbink of it ? " I asked. She
Shcok bier bead. si Vas it sometbing very
"Olimentary 1 " I asked. I was hep-

'11g 8b8 migbt bave shown more forbear-
&Dý to that than she does to the ori-
gai."

" lWby, I would not show it to aunt,"
becried ; " sbe would want to k now where

it '188 taken and ai about it. You don't
kno* wbat she would say if sihe knew 1 had
been 8Pending my time, ber time, I ougbt
to 8aY, up bere. Aunt exFects me atways

t eat MY post."1
In8tead of laugbing, I suppose I Jooked
18 feut, indignant at the idea of this

tYtanny.

teOhi don't waste pity on me, Mr. Frco-
'an' s he said bastily. Il 0f course I amn f re
tu "eIve bier for ever, but-weliI suppose it
tOunids verv merconary, but I can't afford

to erhap 3 it's only natural for bier to
8~k ure I fairly earn bier money before I

get it." The color came to bier face as sbe
laid thi8 and saw the wonder I ceuld net,
for a mnoment, conceal, but she beld up bier
bead and looked at me, alîmost defiantly. I
did flot want bier to go on, it was painfut
to ber, bPt k1we continued in a determined
Sort oli way. "sWben I came to live witb

r0Y leunt first it was quite undorstood that
'l'hl' liked me, if I suited bier weil enough

forlir t kepme tilt bier death, she woutd
leaýve Me bier monev and we need it, we
Ilerd it at home, my mother and 1, very
MfUch. At flrst to make myseif stay I used
tu bave te tbink about that a gooddeal-bow
hadlY We neededj it,well,but iately-af ter en-
durî,ng 80 mucb for it I seemn to value it

bore I could not give it up after ai the-
bt theO's aunt, too. She rtiaily wants me

B tay witb bier- she says I don't neglect

abr 80 Inuch as Julia did. Julia is the cousin
Sea tried before me."

"And do you reaîîy tbink Mrs. Thomas
'eollld disrniss you if she knew of your

onlYSitting here 7 " I aLked.

Lket she likely; yes," she said, Il mokt
lkl ieweuld."

1 8tared at bier sad face for a moment,and
then sUrpnised myself and bier by stirting to

'Y feet. Il Miss Thomas," I cried, l isten
tute for a Msment. No, don't go, 1 lire-
lored, for after a startled glance 9at My

eager face she bad risen burriedly. But
he ahook off the band which I badl put out

tu Stop bier, and outside the door turned to

h%) aP kewv, but positively, I ought to

t0 a l etter than te talk about that
Cos omparative stranger." BeforeI

Co1diay anytbing she was gene.
wasilate in the afternoon of the samne

WbnIwas returning from a solitary

dords hil remnembrances of Annie'E
r00adnhart baunted me,.tbat 1 Eaw a buggy

Thing towards me. It contained Mrs.
drOGuaS1 an-d a mani from the hotel who waE

ever hLr* This was tha first time 1 bad
eved 8t le driving without bier niece,
toîd m surprise, she stopped and

l"'86had started to my brother'i
OOi(' 1hr aîked bier if she would not drive

'qthan kyou, she replied. eJim,'

turning te the driver, e"get eut and walk
liath Post-offiçe for the mail. 1 shat

'5t here tilt yen corne back. I can speal
t reeman bere."

It, Mr. Freeman," she continued
th roan bad startel off, Ilin relatior

Yiliece.e)

I amn sure I flusbed crimson, but she t
bad turned away and was searching the i
columns of a paper wbicb sbe had drawn 1
from the seat beside bier.

I want te ask yen if ycu will exercise
your photographic Fkili for me," she went
on. ' First of al], thougb, read this," and
she banded me the pap r, indicating a
pbotograpb witb ber black gloved finger. t
Greatly wandering, I took it, and read a
piece beaded, Il Novel Adaptation of è hoto-
grapby." It was an account of the expedi-
ent by wbicb a jealous photographer had
proved the faitblessness of bis lady-love.
Hie had ieft a~ camera se arranged that dur-
ing bis absence it pbotograpbed bier with
someone else's arm around hier waist. Tbe
tale could net be declared impossible, but
tbe experîment required se opportune and
unlikety a combination of circumstances te
render it successful that the writer was
quite warranted in conveying the impression
that bis artifice was se very and univerEally
practicable.

I merely remarked te Mrs. Thomas that
it was interesting, and quite a new idea te
me.

iWell," sbe said, "I1 know you take
pbotographs, se yen are the only porson
bere that1Icould ask te carry eut aplan I
bave. I want yente leave your camera, it
must be wett eut of sight, as the one des-
cribed here was, and pointed on a certain
place-I wilt toit you whero, You must
teave it oecn, yeu know, se that you will
get the irnpreision. of wbatever gees on in
front of it."

"I 1 m sorny," I said, Il but it is impes.
sible te-"

IImpossible! Isn't that tbe ides. of
this pihe ? It bas been done. You can't
tell me that I have misunderstood it. But
perbaps it will give yen some trouble :oh,
yes; and that is why yen hesitate."

Indeed," I said, I would be glad te
photograph anytbing yen want if it can ho
dene in the usual way. Perbaps I can got
the picture, wbatever it is, hy tbe ondin ai-y
procesp."

eI don't suppose," she, replied, pettisbiy,
tgthat you cani do it by any procesa witbout
a little trouble, but yen can judge for your-
self best if I tell yen. Wbat 1 arn geing te
say is in strict confidence, Mr. Freeman.
There is a littie summer-bouse by tbe hotel,
it is just this side, on a steep bill. Don't
yen know it ?t Th'-re are lots of briars
abônt there that catch in ono's dncss."

I said I betieved I knew wbere she
meant.

IlThat," she said, Ilis where I want the
picture taken. Miss Thomas, nyý niece, bas
been tbere several times lately, wben I amn
taking my nap-of course yen wilt net ne-
peat this-to go off te tbat summer-bouse
and sit there, net atone, but, quite shame-
lessly, with-with some man."

I was afnaid of my confusion betraying
me, but she plainly bad ne idea that tbat
man was myself.

teDa yen tbink-do yen tbink it is any
banm Vt I said.

IllHarim Wby-but I baven't told
yeni the worst. Maria, M~rs. Vine's nurse,
was my informLant ; she couldn't get near
enough te identify the feltew, she said, but

jshe deciares she could see that bie bad bis
arm around bier waist this morning wben
tbey were sitting there. Yen look sbocked
and indignant, Mr. Freeman ; I don't

wonder. 0f course when she is there I am
lef t quite atone, and unoared for." Sbe

alked on, and 1 stood tightly clencbing an
ron rod at the side of bier buggy, specch-
ess.

"6 Here cornes my driver," she exclaimed.
'Wbat can you do about getting a picture

of themn sitting tbere together '1 1 want a
proof of bow she deserts me, and 1 want the
mani identified. Can I rely upon yen to
ry it? 'tCau you do it by what you said,
thie usual process Vt

INe," I cricd. IlLet me tbink. No, I

lon't tbink' I can." Here 1 moved back to,
mnake room. for Jim wbo took bis Feat beside

My tormentor.
iIf you won't trouble to help me," she

continued, in a tone of dipleasure and dis-
appointmeflt, I must give up my plan.
To find out wbat I want to know I shall be
clriven to questioningp Mr4. Vino's-you
know wbo 1 mean," witb a glancti at the
Iiistening driver. I wanted to avoid do-
ing t bat ; if I pay attention tobher talk it
wilt make bier repat it to everybody, I

know. Well, gocd afternooîi, Mr. Free-
man : perbapa it was too mucb to expeot
from. you. If you change your mind, tbougb,
let me know soon."

She drove off, and left me standing in
tbe road, looking after bier, baif dgzed. I
had been taken se unawares, and bad feit

so confused that I had not declared tbe
trutb. Stili, if 1 had been capable of tell-
ing bier that I_ was tbe man wbo bad been
seen witb Miss Thomas, ougbt I to have
done so. Mr@. Tbomas would neyer be-
lieve liow innocently bier niece bad bebaved.
The nurse bad said my armi was around lier
waist. Abominable liar ! Then Mrs.
Thomas, if sbe knew, would certainiy pro-
vent our next meeting, a meeting on wbicb
I bad been building great bopee. Wbat-
ever course 1 should take later, I saw that
new one thing was imperative and dem and-
cd mv immediate action ; Mre. Thomas
must be stopped f rom pursuing ber enquirieFi.
The only way in which 1 could do tbis was
to tell ber tbat 1 would try to belp ber in
bier detective plan ; if I did noe abe would
be going te others and discovering the
truth. I remembered bier parting injunc-
tien, to let ber know at once if I wouid
undertake wbst sbe a8ked, and I hurried
home and wrote bier a note. I told ber I

had tbougbt ber plan over, and bad cbanged
my mind as to tbe possibility of getting the
picture; 1 woutd try it; and asked bier to,
let the matter rest titi sbe found how I suc-
ceoded. In repiy I received the following

IlYou migbt experimont on the picture
to-morrow morning, and let me know the
resuit in the afternoon. I will teave the
matter in your bands tilt then, but I cannet
delay my enquiries in otber quarters later
tban that."

After al], I bad gained only one day's.
delay. On the afternoon of to-morrow 1
sbould bave to tell lber that the photographie
plan had not been successful, and then
would it not be useless to a3k for more time
to experiment ?t

"lIf only," I said to myseif, Il I coutd
believe that Annie cared for me! Wby,
then I could send the aunt a picture of my-
self and ber niece together and defy ber.
But in such a case ail I was certain of was
that Mrs. Thomas would pack the por girl
bome t) bier poverty-stricken motber, and
for tbat would sbe not regard me as ber
worit enemy ?t Could 1 depend upon being
able to see Miss Annie alone to-morrew ti
It seemed improbable.

Tbat night I was tossing, bot and sleep-
tess, on my bed, wearied witb anxieus specu-
lations, wben an idea occurred te me wbiche


