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inspectar, wbo will look the matter up. Lt
je not an engaging inquisitiveness ; some of
the children are very precaciaus, witty and
wicked, and abuse is ta ha anticipated-
when their Ilfarmers " strike in. Soma
children give their address ;the top of the
Eiffl Tower ; the Catacombe, the Elysea

* Palace, and the aid Exhibition Buildings.
Whether it pleases the Russians or not,

the French farmers insist on their daputies
l raising the duty from 50 ta 80 francs per
ton on imported grain, etc. ; wine wili aiea
ha taxed mare-that, Spain of course will
rasent. The smail cuitivatar in France is
ta ha pitied ; ha can make nothing out of bis
bit of ground ; he sends bis chiidren ta the
chties ta salir work-no matter at wbat; tbey
find aise some occupation for their parents,
wbo abandon the iand-so escape the tax as
being uncultivated--and soon find tawn life
the speediest road ta the grave. Old people
wha cannot soecure a crust ta earn, and wbo
wiii nat beg, af ter exhausting ail means ta
exist, devata their iast sous ta buy a pan of
charcoal, and se, sleep weli after life's fitful
fever. And food is ta ha made duiarer,
when wark is shrinking, commerce cantract-
ing and the business warid's at their wits'
end. The number of shape quietly putting
up the ebutters for good i8 suspiciausly in-
creaeing.

The anarcbisits remain collectiveiy etili.
la it the calm before the Etorm ?i The new
iaw, bowever, makes it verv difficuit ta in-
duige in any kind of politicai higb jinks,
wbether by vociferation or fuiminating
prose. Disciples of Vaillant's notions, or
curiaus excursianistR, continue to visit the
grave of the guiliotined :place soma floral
tributea nd a few stanzas thareon, and re-
tire satisfied. Thera were bauds ta daposit
fiawers aven on Nero's tomb. However,
the Government intands ta put a stop ta
these Ilfloral games. " The nut-meg grater
plan of daaling with the anarchists is not
the worst. The 11ev. M. Loyson bas had
bis say cn the sociaiists, wha forma the train-
ing scboi for the anarchists h le accuses
them of adopting civil baptism, *aud may it
be said, the "lcuit " of atheism. Bath ara
unhappy phases of aur civilization, but not
at ail uew, and are dastined to live as long
as Cbristianity itself-"l Oid Catholicism
included. The great attractions about civil
baptios are the lallypops distributed dur-
ing the ceremony , the babies came in nur-
series fulli; some mothers managye ta have
their doxy sevaral times saccharineiy rc-
ceived inta-no church ; smali boys are aiea
-demanding ta te rc-christened.

The civil marriagyes are far more inter-
eeting ; they can be as plain or as gorgeous
as-a funeral ; they can ha full choral and
instrumental, or partly s0 ; tbey can be bar-

*ticultural and floricuitural, wîth carpets, Etc.,
ail is a question of prices. What is new is the
fashion ta addrass suitable compliments
ta the young folks-or otherwisa, and ta
the bridai party, by profassionai alocution-
jets, wbo can be hired far the occasion, Iust
as a marquis or a count can be angagad for
a dinner party ta keep the tabla in a roar.
Civil marriages uaturally engender civil
baptios, with or witbout the sugarias.

Deputy Wilson, son-in-law of the late
President Grevy, and grand dispenser of
decorations, etc., took an action against ana
of bis recalcitrant constituants for attempt-

ing ta black-maii, and so injure bis "lrepu-
tatian" as counsai said, hae boys to-day
what he soid yesterday. Hie was laughed
out of court ; the jury acquitted the defend-
ant, and ranked the action as an unseemiy

palitical joke! " Tbou hast wished it.
George Danditn."

THE WEEK.

The pitcher gaing ta the weil is smashed
at last. The terrible Bonapartist financier,
Baron de Soubayran, bas arrived in jail.
Mires, Jecker, de Morny, were only babas
compared with bis dabbiing witb millions ;
ha wouid not basitate ta play pitcb-and-toss
with the total national debt of France.
Milliards, rather tban millions, were bis
counters. He was director of neariy evary
important company in France. 0f late hae
was known ta be gamling-on 'Change,
rathar wildiy. The late Baron Rîothschild
said, wbat, intarosted him finaucially was,
flot the hearing of people making monay,
but of tbair losing it. Now the lassas of
M. de So>ubayran may not ha more than 17
millions frs.-a mare fia-bita in bis eyes.
Ha was a man of extraordinary abihity-a
Jaw of course. Ha founcled enterprisa up-
on entarprise, meraly ta sali out when the
shares rase. But hae could not adminîster,
hae had no patiance-it was organizi.-
tion, in that quality, lay the superiority
of the Pareires. Ha spacuiatRd in the
finaucial rasuscitatian of Egypt - iiwl
sels it is realizefi now. At anc time hae iad
the wbole financial world of Paris by tha
nase. Happily, bis liabiiitias wiil wholly
fail on wealthy bankers-smali financiers
ha wouid hardly look at.

The circus bas its dynasty in the Franc-
anis, as the guillotine bad its race in the
Sansons. The menageries have their <ly-
nasty in the Pezon family. Ail these fam-
ily trees intermarry-they are Israelitish
gypsias. The right lina heir of the Pezon
dynasty bas just marriad bis cousin ; the
weddîng was postpoued toa show the young
man's arms ta be bealed, after being torn
by ana of bis performing eight lions, in
who8a dan ha made himseîf "lat home "
rather too freeiy ; on the day of the cere-
mony hie gave ail the animais a day's rest,
and doubla rations ; the dishes at the ban-
quet ware namecl aftar the inmates of bis
show-illet of lion, bears' paws and trufflas,
panthar bamri snake pie, tiger beef-steak,
etc. Thare was a new liqueur-" croco-
diles' tears," nat shed directly from the
animal, but distiiied. The bridai chamber
is covered with the skins of ail animais
which diad in the service. Pozon keaps bis
carriage, and bas haîf a million francs in-
vested in bis three shows.

The commercial treaty jusmt signed ha-
tween Russia and Germany is the best of
alliances and the truest pleïge of peacp. S3
for tan years Europe bas the prospect of
being able ta sh cp on bath ears, sud ta
dfresm of battle fields no maore. Batween
tha two gavarnments thera is autocratic
sympathy as waIl as savereign kinsbip. As
for the Franco-Russisu alliance, the feeling
is extending that nana sncb exietts. Indeed
cuitiirad people in France never attacbed
mucb belief ta that 8trange combination as
a working factor in every-day political life.
Iu casa of war, no nation is particular about
allies, sa long as they can ight; any wood
is good enougb ta make arrows with wben
are bas nana. The Russo-German tresty
is based on the hoast of principles, that of
mutual seif-intereet ; sentimental alliances
are but day-direams and political toys.
Sinca the union of the two great empires,
the toue of a certain section of the French
press is happily less fee-faw-fumish towards
England and Italy-not that it evar did,
the former power especiaily, any barm,
sava ta force bier ta take stock of bier defan.
sive rasourcas, and toasdopt measures ta
keep ber naval streagtb up ta date-tb-e
future included.

Althaugb the cabmen of Paris bave large
purses and generally wcll filled, they are
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rareiy the victims of pickpockets. A "IladY,"
fashionably dressed, and boasting, ta be en-«
gaged in mission work, hailed a cab - after
giving an address and paying witb a five frano
piece the fare, she received change fran'l
cabby, and noted the pocket into which he
replaced bis bulky purse ; then she entered
the vehicle, puliad down the blinds, 8&ve
one of the windows in front, tbrough which
she reached the driver's pocket, and el»
tracting his purse, banded it ta a pal *1h0
had continued running beside the doar O
the vehicle. Cabby suspected, feit for is
purse, it was gone, and the pal also0 b
descended from bis seat after caili3ga
policeman, and handed over the elègeitt to
his care.

California is famous for its big tres;t
the "Daughtera of the American Revoir*
tion" are about planting in Frisco a tree
Liberty.; as none of the latter genus ecigs
now in France, no cutting could bie obtail'
ed ; but thay ware authorizýd by the Frenlch
Government ta take a pinch of soul fr011'
around the tomb of Lafayette in the ic-
pus cemetery to add ta that in which the
tree wiil ha planted. The Daught(rs for-
gat, that very soul, was contributai by tbl
emancipatecl States of Amnprica. A ih
from Hampden's grave, or from that 0
Beaumarchais, who Il ran "commercialîyl
the war of Independence, would have bel"
botter.

The bomb thrown ini the cafo Len'lin"' 5

is nlot considered ta bc the work of anan
archist, but of a madman. it is the firt
time the distinction bas been mac --
avoid mistakeg, it is proposed ta send hiI'g
to the guillotine as swiftly as hae throWB t'le
bomb. Deibler, the executioner, is In
fair way of making a fortune ,business is

thus not whoily bad. The bonb cpoden'i 0

is forcing people ta keep at ha in ai a
ceasing ta be gregariaus.

VIEWS OF CANAIMIAN LITERATUREý

While praparing the programme for tbe
Canadian Litarature Evening, beld at Ve
toria University, Toronto, on e ab,. 9 e~

Ir asked a number of Canadian alitbOr$ l'
give me their views on the prosenit BtatS
and outlook for the future of aur literatn)re
Mr. Chas. Mair, author of Il' ecu 1 1seb'.
kindly gave me permission tca publie~ ti
contribution, which, 1 think, will be O
interest ta the readers of TUE WEFC en'
Mr. Lq -Moine's short assay on French liter.
atura in Canada will aie ba found ta be
very instructive as wali as interastiflg. "Ir.

Mair's reply is as follows :o
IBy the terri Literature you uxe3n'

course, poatry :that imaginative and creat'
ive form of iiterary effort, w hich, by the
cammon consent of mankini, Etands at the
head of letters. There is no dispute aboli
its place ; it holds it by right, and all Inell
gentla amil simple, learned and unlearnld'
alika feel that it is the touchetofle of i

nation's intailectual eminence. Lt is boOt

bass ta enquire what it is. Such inqiries
have been thrown into literary fab'iY

thousands of writers, but ail definitiaCS
Matthew Arnold calis it a ' criticisif 0 îf
Fie might as wall have called it lite it

1

for it ia instinct with life, with lifeWsY
tery and the myatery of its environ"~
Lt is the art whicb informe ail other, th 8 r

which exorcises thehighest function a na
the variaus purposes which art fulfii$' Ob
bowevar effâctive, but prasaic a aideth
plastic artiat's work may assume, ita
long run its succeas will depend IUP0 1'
paetic quality, which is in unaiterable PrO
portion to the quality of the art jst'S 1"


