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solved the diticulty ; and if was quife evident afferwards
tîtat lie put himself into a course of training, for when lie
wanted te datun anything he would simply say Il grand-
mother it," and, if lie felt exceedingly angry, why lie gave
full vent te lis feelings by greai grand-mothering the thing
or mati that offended him. Until lielied enfirely mas-
tered this eupbeînism, it was very amusing, if one were
travelling with bim in the car-iage and a twinge of rlieuma-
tism, te wbicli lie was a martyr, came on with unusuai
severify te hear bimn break ont with II D-, oh! no-the
grandmotliered rh(eumatism" He lied an exccedingly
stroiig" desire te attend aIl auctions; and when at breakfast
in the mforning the Biitis'lt Palladium was laid before him,tfle
ii-t thing lie did was te look at the cotumn wliere auctions
were advertised. If an auctien were advertised for tlie foliow-
ing merning, for instance, if it were f wenty miles off lie
would at once ring the bell and tell the girl thatanswereditto
send the coachnen, or, as we say, the driver, to flic door. By
and by tbe coacliman would cemne to tlie door of the break-
fast parleur, bowing, with bat in band, with tlic reverence
tbat is, 1 undeî-stand, feiling into disuefude in Ireland, te
rcceiv,- bis masters commands. His name was net Pet "
or Il Mickey," and the old gentleman would say :"Have
the side-car ready to-morrow at nine o'clock," or "have flic
dog-cart ready to-morrow at nine o'clock," or "have the
covered carrnage reedy to-merrow at nine o'clock." Well,
in flie evening of the foleowing day, te the despair of hie
wife, home hie would bring so me usclees utensil purchesed
at an exorbitant price. In bis eyes, liowevcr, it wae always
a lai-gain, and lie aiways contendcd fliat it was sure te
fui-n'out useful. One day lie brouglif home, to the ameze-
muent of bis wife and to the infinite deliglif of the childi-en,
a pair cf engels witb branches attached te their arms for
holding candies. Wlien she asked Il Wlat on eartli do yen
want these tbings for?" lice said fliey weuld lie very useful
in tlic hall. " But," she said, Il there is a lamp there
already." "lOh, well," said the old gentleman, "lthis will
give more liglit." " But,"Y said she, Ilthere will hardly lie
roomn" He, however, contended there wouid be room.

AsIi rernember flic hall, it was not a narrow one0.
lucre wes a mabeg-any bencli for the outside servante and
their humrtble frietiîd' when fhey came te visit, or on busi-
ness. There were some antlers and a miniature man-of-
war ; the master of the bouse had been a captain in the
Royal Navy. There anyway the angels were placed. I
remnember they looked dilapidated ; the sockets for candle-
sticks were aIl rigt ; but, as te the augels, time had told
on their eternal cheeke, and more than thein chceks.
There was ini the village a priet of fthe old echool, who
liad been educated in France, the Faflier Mac--to whomn
we have refer-ed. Hie always moved about booted ; put
on bis vestmnent'i booted ; was ecarccîy ever off his herse;
and wes a constant diner with the old gentleman of wliom
1 bave speken, thougli thaf ol d gentleman was an Orange-
mari. In the same way Parson E-, whose churcli
was, of course, in the village, charmingly cmbowered in
tree's. Adjoining it was an old graveyard full of village
bietory, aye, and ef the wholc neiglibourhood. The par.
son liveé at a little distance in a seaside valley. He, aIse,
was a constant diner at that hespitable board. Wlien if
was lot a set affair, nobody took the trouble of dressing
for dininer ; and, unlese there wae a considerable number
ef guestte lchcildren st dewn. Wlien the clofli was
rennved, flic decantere were placed upon the fable, the
punch lrewed, and the firet fbing donc was to ladle ont
seonte into a wine glass, wbich was passed to the lady of fthe
lieuse, then wine glass afier wine glasis was filled until all
fthc ladies and aIl the children wene snpplied, flien flic
rumumers of punîch were filled for flic gentlemen. With
the ideas of the present day, I am inclined f0 fhink thaf
flic eld gentlenman, the priet, hie neiglibour Mi-. Morrow
and bis neiglibeur Mr-. Ewingham-wlio may, without
impropriety, lie mentiened, for tbey have aIl passed away
-used te drink more of flue whiskey punch tlian was
goed for them ; but gi-caf good humeur prevailed ; jokes
were made, fhough it is impossible for me to say new
whetlicr fhey were brliaut or not ; but there was mucli
innocent amusement, and ne sicandai wae ever diecussed
over that table. The hoat himsecf was fuît of fun, and
his wife had nef only humour, but a certain epigramma-
tic wit whicli al lier religion did net prevent sci2ililling
on fliose occasions. In thaf simple country home, unles
on tate occasions, flic dinner was at four o'cleck, flic
habits of fthc bouse being early te bcd and early f0 risc.
Wcll, on flic fwelftliniglit evc I am frying f0 recali, after
I de not know liow many bowls of punch liad been made,
but crtainly after several tumblers had been drnnk hy
ecd of flic gentlemen, and wc had ail been langhing af
storie, flic very glis of which I couid nef recaîl, flic
old gentleman said :

IlWell, NMiss Mai-y Brown, how je Misei - (tlie
lit tic girl approeching iglit) getting on under your charge?"

Mary Brown : Sle's very briglit, sr."
IlYeti," said H - , Iland papa, I am nef foi cali

Derby '_"

"Hueli, Miss," eeid Mary Brown.
0O yes, I know," said H-, Ilhe's a rooster."

"And a ' maie chick,' " said lier brother.
"But," replied flic little girl, Il tliaf' only when be's

on top of a rooster oà hay."
Shah I1 ever forgef flic lauglifer in whidli I joined witli-

ouf knowing why 'i Down flie pareon'e cheeke, down
flic resy visage of flic priet, down flic lost's face-flowcd
flic treems of merriment, and flic lady of flie bouse
lauglicd with al lier miglif. ln facf, flic table wae ini a
rear-oniy Mai-y Brown sat sSilelee-a virginal pyra-

mid. The ncxt day she said elie muet Icave. Siecoceld
nef live in a family se wanting in refinement. Fathen
Mac- rose about nine o'clock te go. He said lic lid
te go carly. Hie bad a few miles' ride before iim. 'Tli
etorm indeed wae up, in flic pauses of which flic family
bansee wes liard-(N.B-a few years afterwarde fthc
writen investigated flue bansee and found she coneiefed
of e choir of tom caf)-and lic lid te celebrafe mass in
thc înorning et six o'clock. Allich gueste rose. Wlieu
tiey lied taken their leave their beet aftcnded tbem int o
thc hall, foltowed by the children. As Fether Mc--
foided hie comfoî-teî-s round bim lie said f0 my step-
fafier :

"think, Mi.-., yen ouglit f0 give me fliese
angels for flic alfar in my churcli."

"By - ," cîied the old gentleman, when lie
cauglit lis wife'e eye. "lBy my great-grend-mother I
will, if you will baptize fhem in whiekey-punch."

1I wilI do il," said flic priet.
"Then let us bave anoflier bowl of punch, my dear,"

seid flic old gentleman, bcckoning te hie wife, who wee
se, filled witli laugliter et flue idea that abc was leaning
againet the well , giving full vent te lier sense of mu-fb.
Witli more alacrity flian on any other occasion elie miglif
have diepieyed, ghe went and brewed another bowl of
punch, and eut into flichlait i wae brouglif wherc par-
son, priet, flic two oflier gentlemen, chitdren and al
were laughing. Glasses were also brouglit ont on a tray,
and flic fl-ce gentlemen filled their glesses, leaving enougli,
however, in flic bowl fer ftle bapfism fliet was te teke
place. In due time Faflier Mac- took flic punch,
sprinkied the engels, and i-ed thc sotemn rituel appro-
priate te the occasion. To my surprise, now, looking
back, flic lady of flic bouse wee in roare of langlîter, and
if may ie fliat a certain purifan element flief wae in lier
wvas gratified. 0f one fhing 1 am --ertain, se was
gled to get iid of flic angels. The next day orders were
given te have thim sent over te Father Mac-

At flic fime flue occurred, elfhougli I teugbed in unison
witli thiose wlio leuglied around me, as a feet there
appeei-ed f0 me to e lc othing strange in flic wiole pro-
ceedinge. Non was if one whit odder flian a hundred
thinge fIat weekly Iappened. But many years af ter the
place lied passed complctcly out f ffli bande of tfla eîiy,
affer Ilied inyself peeeed flirougli meny years ef life, I
wenf f0 visit the scene of my beyliood, and flien flue
fbing came bmck upon my mind, and 1 thouglit I muet
have drcamt if. Se I told flic man who was drivîng me
f0 drive me te flic Cafholic Clurcli, or, as if is called
flicre, tlic Catholic Chapel. We conld nef get in, se I
enquired of a paeser-by, wlio would enable me te pay a
visit to flic churdi. fHo said flic key was et flic national
school. I went te flic national echool and was courte-
ously shown intefli c durci, wliere, on ecd end of flic
alfar, I saw flic augets, welt gilded now, and wearing, as
tliey should, an appearance of efernal youth. 1 turned
eway-nef flic fun of that niglif did 1 recail. In flic
neigbbouring graveyard near the English Churcli fli par-
son and heet of fliat fer off niglît were sleeping. In flic
gravoyard round the clapel a stone marksi fli spot wberc
flic priet repoes. Ii-eland lias pcrliaps advanced since
flien, but tlie old courtesy is gone ; flic priet of flic type
of Feflier Mac- is ne more, and flic old Irishi
squire, frank, brave, kind, wlie lid probably spent bis
youth in ai-ms, wlio would figit f0eflie deaf I for a point of
lionour, will soon lic searcbcd for in vain.

NIC'IIOLAS FtLOOD IJAVIN.

SONNETS lO THE LARK-I.

ALTHOUGH flic lari- he lcypical early bird cf poutry,
le dees nef make his eppearance in sonnet lifcratui-c

unfil late, as becomes a disfinguislied gueft. Wlien lic
arrives, aIl flic ofler hi-de of peetic importance have long
assembled; flic niglitingale liaving come over niglif in flic
dark of Engliel verse, dcfermined f0 securc flic beet place.
From numerous reference tteIl flic clierful lai-k," I lichesilly
lai-k," "lichemci-iy lai-k," êIlichegeufle lai-k," I lichebutey
lai-k," and oflier unscicufific species in Parly peeme, one is led
te expect e buref of Petrarclien entbusiasm frem somne of
flic seventy or eighty Elizabethan Honneteers, but one i8
disappeinted. Thc bird lied probably eoarcd tee higli in
flic dawn of oui- iterature, and flic sonnet-mini-or fiaslicd
in vain te enfrap him. He was not cauglit until about
flic beginning of this century, altbough hie m'c-flt cfioiîs
wcre seen carlier. Opposed te flic niglitingale ific hepuet's
avîary stands, or i-athler eoars, flie lai-k, for flic top cf that
bird-cage is hliaven. The lai-k in verse usuelly meane flic
skylark-tle alauda ntulcens othera cantu offflic Latin
poef, and flic alauda arven.eis in flic Latin fcrminelogy of
flic professional ornithologist. The Latin word itsecfi ea
gallicism, and occurs lafe in flic lanuage. If is Italien-
ized as allodola, flic Frenchi foi-m being alouette, as cvery
Canadien knows wlie singe a chanson populaire. Like
wifli many names, flicre je an afflnity in the forma used in
various languages. Compare flic following; Anglo-Saxon,
lawerc German, lerche ;- Daniel, lerke ; Dufcb, leeuwerick ;
Scoffisl, laverock. Thi-ongliut tisse variations fliere is
somefhing dccidedly larky, euggesfing a cem mon origin in
flic song of the bird, fhicl"t irra lila " chant which Shake-
speare speake of in lis IIWinter's Tale," or flicIl"tire-lire"J
mcntioned by Ronsard in "L'Alouette." In flue pocma
Ronsard writes :

Ainsi tu rouies, alouette,
Ma deucciette mignonnette,

(ýui plus (qu'un ros4ignol nie plais,
uichante en un boccage espai,4.

It ie likely, however, that fie wrote thue irnes for poetical
effect and with due regard to the feelings of the bird lie
was addressing, for, as a matter of fact, the song of the
skylark is one to which distance lends enchantment,
whereas the nightingale's voice is melodiously s9weet, even
at a few yards. The caged lark sings j ust as well as hie
happier brother at heaven's gate ; but, in the latter
instance, it is St. Peter who gets the full benefit of that
sibillant harshness which rather spoils his song, whereas
we, who listen admiringly below, only hear that quîck
succession of falliîîg sounds wbicliIl from its presence
sbowers-a rain of rnelody. " This Shelleyan image is very
fine, mucli better than that of Ronsard in these lines:

Quand ton chant t'a bien aiumse,
De l'air tui tombiles ei lusnýe.

Sainte Beuve commeîîted thus onr this passage" La
descente de l'alouette, comparée à~ la chute de la fusée,
offre une image aussi fidèle que gracieuse." The idea of a
showering rain of melody seems more natural and of a
biglier order of imagination than the coruscations of a sky
rocket.

Spencer in a sonnet says - -
The gentie bird feels no captivity
WVithin lier cage, lit inigsa and feeds lier flli.

This may be true of uthcî- birds, but it will flot apply to
the skylark, which is constantly seized witb a desire to
soar, go that its cage has to be specially constructed and
padded to prevent any injury resulting from the attempt
to reach beyond the sky. It will be noticed Spenser makres
the hen bird sing. The captive lark is a loud anîd early
singer, and a bird fancier of Club Row once told the
writer that lie had to cover up his Jerks' cages because the
birds always commenced to sing when he was going to bed
in Lhe imorning.

By special request of the poe te, the lark officiates daily
as a valet te Phoebus, and once a year he is employed as a
master of ceremonies to the month of May. Indeed, if
through any vernîiceous surfeit the berald of nîorn should
oversleep himself on the niglit of the last day of April, a
double catastrophe would likely ensue: Pbobus miglit not
'gin to rise, and the merry May-day mnorit would be in
serious. danger of being left out of the calendar. Happily,
however, the skylark is an actual as well as a rhymed
success in thie matter of regular early rising. Chaucer
tells us

Altito' it were nt dayy lîour tw,
Yet sang the larke,

and other peets have noted the fact that hie singe before
the dawn. It would seema that the lai-k takes up the solo
when the nightingale leaves off, and before the chorus of
the day commences. But the lyric of the lai-k is Diot
specially addressed to the sun or direuted to the drowsy
plougliman ; it is simply the spontaneous o'îtburst of nat.
ural instinct. If a reason muet be given for the song
before the dawn, Chartes Tennyson Turner offeýrs tlic best
possible one in a sonnet to Il An April Day":

The lark sang loudl the iniusi- at lus hieart
Ila(l called Ilit iiearly, tipward straiglit lho went
And botre in tiatuires, quiro the mîerriest part.

The sinmple trutb however is not suflicient for ail poete.
There are occasions when invention is better than fact, and
William Habîngton in a sonnet "lTo Castara, coniplaining
her absence in fthc Counntry " (A.D. 1634), writes thug

The early Larke, îref orrig 'f ore gof t iest
Ob4eqnious duty, leaves hie4 downy tîest,
Anîd(loti t tatlhe larnmonioits tribute pay
l'xpecti,îg fromn thy eyes the br-eace of dlay.

Habington lived in the age of Italianated conceits and,
thougli his poetry is not go far-fetched as nîucli of the
period, ycf lie often unreins bis imagination. In another
sonnet he presents himsecf as having bren turned into a
fountain fIat lie could number every moment with a tear
during his Castara's absence, and eays-

The Lurke Ici-e lractisetlt a sweeter straine,
A e roia'.s carly hînsît toe etertaiie,
Aud ltaviitg ton deepe tasted of these streanis,
Hie loves, anîd amrorotsly courts lier 1-eaine.

The quaint unfoldîng of Habîngton's love in bis "lCas-
tara " with its simple diction, easy couplets, and honest
expression ie, in confrasf wifli the Euphuistic language of
his fime, like a refreshing drauglit of crystal water after a
surfeit of Italian wine. A. H. Hallam lias reniarked of
the book fliaf if is "lone of those works which make us
prend of living in the same land, and inheritirig the same
associations, witlî its true-lîeartped ai-d simplc.minded
autiior."

The poet, by constantly harping on the lark'e habit of
early rihing, has gained a similar reputafion for himsecf, for
lie mnuet have been np to know that the lark lias been.
This is more doubfful of the rhymer than the rusfic ; if ia
probably true that "lie merry larks are ploughmen'a
dlocks "; thougli, if not, the ploughmen would ccrtain!y
become the birds' alarms, for they nesf in meadows and
cortilande. Poeef hold the lark up as an exemple and
make hîs song a reproacli f0 sluggards. Ronsard com-
menced a charming old sonnet to one of hie many loves-
Marie-flus :

Marie, levez-vous ma jeune paressense
La la gaye Alouette au ciel a fredonne,

and Robert Herrick addressing hie Ilsweet slug-a-bed"
remarks in a fone of gentle admonition-

Nay ! tnt su much as ont of bcd,
Wheii al tIe birds have matins said,
And sung their thankfut hymne;- 'fis si,
Ney, profanation to keep in,

When as a thousand vu-gins on this day
Spring mnener tIen tIc lark to fetch in May.


