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T HE recent great meetings ini Montreal, Toronto and
other parts ofthe country have mnade it Very clear

that the Equal Rights agitation is net desd. The subjects
with wbich it deals are still and are likely te be for înany
days te jouie the most exciting aud, in the issues involved,
the most important subjects before the people Of Canada.
Nor eau it be said that the erators on the eue side et, on
the other are merely beating the air. The recent speeches
cf ieadiug men representing the three parties concerued,
for three there mauifestly are, have dlonc much te uarrow
and define the issue involvcd, se far as it is purely political.
Thbat issue is simply this. What are the true cunistitutional
relations between the Federal and the Local Goveruments f
ln other words, wbat are the proper limitations cf the
rights of self-governmnent retaiued by or accorded te the
provinces, under the British North America Act? ILt is
the question cf the veto power, pure and simple? ILt is
net necessary for our present purpose that we should affirm
or deîîy the validity of 14ir. Laurier's dlaima that the Liber-
ais have always maintaiued that the veto could net be
constitutienally cxercised against provincial legislation that
ra strictly intra vires of the Legisiature enacting it. Nor

is it necessary that we should express an opinion as to
whetber the Conservative Governient's present position
in regard te the question is consistent or otherwise with
its past acts sud attitude in respect te disallowance. Lt is
cvideut that Sir John A. Macdonald and bis Governînent
ou the eue baud, and Mr. Laurier sud the other leaders cf
the Opposition ou the etheri are now at one in maintaininŽ
the doctrine of "lProvincial Rights " as pepularly under-
stood. The Premier made bis position very clear in his
recent speech at Westport. IlThe Parliameut cf Canada,"
lie said, Ilhsd ne more te do with the Jesuits' Estates Act
than the Congress cf the United States." Ilit was an Act
passed *by the Legisîsture of the Province cf Quebec. Be
it right or be it wroug,, that was no affair of ours. It wais
witbin the limits of their constitution, sud they had the
right to pass it if they chose. What is the meauing cf
f ree government? Lt means a gevernmeut wbere the people
have the right te mile or misrule themselves as they cboos. 3 '
lie could bardly have used lauguage stronger or more defi-
nite than these sud other wejrds spoken in the saine cou,
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nection. The Liberal affirmation cf the saine view by the
îneuths cf Mr. Laurier, Mr. Milis and others is equally
positive and emphatie. On the other hand Mr. Dalton
McCarthy, Principal Cayen, and other prominent leaders
cf the Equal Rights nievement have neo less positively
piedged themselves te the opposite opinion. Mr. Mc-
Carthy appealed te bis Mentreal hearers te Jet it be' dis-
tinctly uuderstoed that "lail provincial laws must be sub-
servient te the general good." Principal Cayeu tells us
that the Equal. Iights Association hold that the Act should
have been vetoed whether it was or was not intra vù-es-.
Ilere then is the battle-grourid on which the great consti-
tutional qeto is te be fuh. Whatever the Protes-
tantisin of Ontario may ho censtrained to do under theý
pressure cf outraged feeling, few thinga are more certain
than that the peeple cf the other provinces will net consent
te accept an interpretation cf the Constitution wbich would
leave their legisiation at the mercy cf a party Goveruiment
andi a parliamientary mai erity at Ottawa, which might soe
day mean,-and tbis is a point which the Protestants of
Ontario wculd do well te pouder--at the mercy of the solid
lFrench. Canadian vote.

95 Tii, te Say the Ieat, unfortunate that the question cf
7 Equal Rigbts for people cf ail creeds and classes in
7 Canada should have been cernplicated with the demnand
28

1s8 fer the disallowance cf the Jesuits' Estates Act. The eule
involves a broad, fundameutal principle. The other reFits

ýO upen an interpretation of the Constitution which is, at
,0 east, doubtful. There is a wide difference between a

inovement for the removal of certain i ujust anîd mischiev-
eus anomalies from the Constitution, and oue for the disal -

2lowancc cf a specifie Act of a Provincial Legisiature which
W was prc.babiy within its powers. We are glad te sec the

leaders cf the Equal Tights Association ceming out se
holdly in regard te the larger question, which involves
censtituticual reforîn. Wben Dr. Cayeu speaks cf the
Jesuits' Estates Act as au endowment cf the J esuitis

1when he says that, IlTo Say that we persecute the Jesuits
because we disapprove of bestowing upen them public
meney is surely te confound tbings that differ," it is bard
te resist the feeling that he is un wittingly paltLering with the
words Ilendowmaent" sud -"public" in a double sense, sud
thus bimself confeutiding tbingS that differ. As we have
before pointed Out, the Act in question distinctly shows
that the award is net given as an endowmieut. May we
not add that the rueney -e bestowed is net I"public"»
înoney te any Canadian net a citizen of Quebec. This is
obvions Since ne sucb Canadian bas auy right te a veice iu
its bestowal. But when Dr. Cayeu takes broader greuud,
wben he maintains that lepeople cf ail races, classes, sud
creeds sbould stand on the same ground hefore the law,"1
he wiltind, we feel sure, ve'Y nmany te agrce with him t
who are quite unable te endorse bis views in respect te1
the use of the vetc.Power. As every eue knews, ail races,t
classes, sud creeds do net now stand on the same -round 1
before the law. The Constitution makes a differcuce inut
that it gives te the Church cf Quebec, te a very cunsider.
able extent, the powers aud pîregatives'of a Staten
Church. But surely the way te remedy this is te reforni, t
net te ever-ride, the Constitution. Mr. Dalton McCartby t
secs this clearly. Witness the fellowing frein bis Mont- r
real speech, as rePerted " lThere was much room for r
reforma. Lt was a disgrace te our civilization that it r
sbould be in the power of an institution te exact tithes. s
That old law of 1774 should net be like the laws of the P
Medes sud Persians, unalterable; but they shouid bavej
the power te ameud the Constitution within certain limits.il
They were the ouly free people in the world, be believed,p
that did net have the rigbt te amiend their Constitution, re
Surely tbey sbould bave the power, in the iuterest cf theP
people, te do away with sucb a law. It was a reformi that G
eught te be advecated." This is legical sud te the point, to
Are the majority of the Canadian people prcpared te ar
amneud the Constitution, in the interests of the French tr
Catbolics cf Quebec, wbo rmay stili psy tithes if they w
choose, but should ne longer be cempelled te do se, in a Jt
country wbich claimas to be fren i Are we moralIy beund tij
f or ail time te corne by the treaties sud acts cf a past i
century? s
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INour commenta upon Mr. Laurier's eitiphatic affirmation,
in bis Pavillon speech, that hie was not one of those

who desired to see a Canadian French nation on the shores
of the St. Lawrence, we intimated that there was greai
reason to doubt whether iii this bie represented the majority
of bis fellow-countrymen. The fear has since been con-
firmed by the commnenta of some influential French papers.
La Vérité is particularly outspoken. It holdly declares
that "lthe end towardg which the patriotic aspirations of
the Erencli-Canadian people have Lended for two centuries
and a haif " is nothing legs than Ilthe foundation of a
French-Cauadiani and Catholie State, having for its mission
to continue in Ainierica the gtorieus work of our ancestors."
As if to guard against any possibility of ruistake it
emphatically repeats and explains the statement. IlOnce
Mocre, we wish French Canada to one day become an

absolutely self governing country, living hier own life, and
having a distinct place ameng the nations of the earth."
The declaration is, ià la true, accompanied with an assur-
ance that it is desîred that Ilthe change should be made
naturally, in peace, without disturbance or revolution, by
mutulai consent." But if mutual consent cannot be gained,
and netbing future eau bc surer than that it neyer can bc
gained, what then ? It is net worth while to ask'Plie
idea is an emupty dream, though, if it is, or sho nid unhappily
become the dream of a înajority of French-Canadians, it
might becoîne a very inischievous dreain. The thing is
impossible. The battle cf the Plains of Abrahamn settled
the future of British North America, decreed that it shall
be for ail tine to coine the hiome of British, or rather of
Anglo-Saxon free institutions. Those (Janadians who, now
most seriously object to anything that saveurs of interferencO
wîth that local autonoiny whichi is seecnred te Qiiebec, not
more by the British North America Act thaît by the
genius of Anglo-Saxon freedoni, would be the first to rise
up aud declare that ne French nation, directed by Italian
priests, dominated by mouastic and mediaival ideas and
institutions, and glorying in its subserviency te clerical
intolerance and papal absolutism, shail ever be allowed to
cut English-speaking Canada in two, and (livide its fre
provinces from each other. The ljltranontane journals of
Qîîebec could net more effectively promote the miovement
to swecp away ail the special powers and privileges now
enjoyed by the Oatholic clergy in Quebec, than by followîiug
in the linos thug laid down by La )rý

P REM[EU MERCLER'S rePly te the resolutions of the
tProtestant Committee of the Council of Publioc

Instruction, agreeing to accept and distribute the sum eCt
apart by the Jesuits' Estates Act for Protestant Educatioîî,
is, in somff respects, a singular document. Mr. Mercier
commences with the statemient that hie understands that
the protestant Committee Ilaccept in theliame cf theý
Protestants cf the province the public trust imaposed upon
them te distribute the $60,000 given thetn by the Jesuits'
Estates Act," Mr. M~ercier, as one well versed il, censùjt
Lutional matters, must know well that the inembers of theý
Protestant Comîuittee, beiug appointed by the Oovern,
rent,' net chosen by the people or directiy answerable te
bent, have ne power to Sccept anything in the naine cf
fie Protestants cf the Province. They are net directly
rsponsibie to auybody save those from whom they
7ceived their appointmont. Mr. Mercier's anxiety te
.gard their actions as that of the Protestant minority
lhews how well ho appreciates the situation in which the
Protestants of Quebec will be placed in regard te the
resuits' Estates Act, if they permit this money to becu'rnd
ithe support -of their educational institutions. la the

.rotestant Committee net bound to reply that not being a
epresentative bedy they caunot act in the naine of the
?rotestauts of Quebec, but enly as the appeintees cf
everumeut t Will they net otherwise permit themseIvea
obe placed in a false Position? Againi, IMr. Mercier's
nswer te the condition touching the restoratien of the
rust is curiously indefinite if net evasive. The condition
7as that the superier education, in existence before the
esuits' Estates Act, be restored. The reply, substan-
Àted by official -orrespondence, is in effect, that the
itention cf the Governinent from the first was te continue
both Catholics andl protestants the suint; they had heen


