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IIoIland," is contributed for ail art-loyers by George Hitchcock. If another
Word could be patiently listened to, regarding IlRealism and the Art of Fic-
tion," we flnd it in Mr. Arlo Bates' article on that subject, who really
8eems to know wliat lie is talking about, and why lie is talking about it.Tbere is a dclightful variety in the fiction of the number : aà roniantic
11hort story of Germany, "lThe Lost Rembrandt," by T. R. Sullivan, H-aroldFrederic's strong dialectie serial IlSeth's Brother's Wife ;" Professor Boye-
80n's " Perilous Incognito," and a graceful and clever littie Spanish sketch
by Lizzie W. Champney, IlFather Acacio's Little Game. "

TIIE Atlantic bas a timely and sympathetic article upon "lThe Speli ofthe Ilussian Writers," by Harriet Waters Preston, and a keen and logical
Word from George Frederic Parsons on IlThe Growth of Materialism."
Dýr. Holmes is a privileged person, but we don't like te sec him devoting
hie chronicles to serjous criticism of London tailors and bo)otinakers. Mr.
E. Il. Rouse, a personal friend of Charles Reade's, gossips pleasantly aboutthe novelist's characteristics. "lThe Second Son " growth of that curieus
Oliphant. Aldricli graf t leaves its humble lieroine in a moet thrillingPredicament, and the scene of Crawford's 'lPaul Patoif " changes to theFEast with great gain to the colour and interest of the story.

THE Lippincotts have given us a chic littie bit of writing in SidneyUUsa's nevelette, not sucb a worthy work as the young ZDNew York.lOurnalist lias put bis name to before, but bearing a decided smack ofcriginality and freshness. That prolific writer of short stories, Professor
]EOYesOn is here with a bit of pathos lie calls IlLife for Life. " EdithThomnas blossoms into poctry in Lippincott's as in Scribner's, and Edgar
p4wcett tells wliat hie believes to be "lthe truth about Ouida," whicli is
nolt, liowever, the wliole trutli and nothing but the truth.

PEOPLE interested in General Guzman Blanco, President of Venezuela,Who care to scau bis lineaments, wiIl find what secms to be an admirablePortrait of him as the frontispiece of Tlhe American Magazine. Thli
Portrait accomfpanies a pleasant sketch by Dr. W. F. ilutchison, IlAlongthe Caribbean." Julian Hawthorne's namne is the mcst notable iii the list
Of contents, but his "lVillagre Types"I is very poorly andi weakly written
'rUdeed, for Julian Hawthorne.

.TaE contents of the Magazine of American Ilistory are, as usual,'rnPortanit and interesting. A very remarkable specimen of the engrs.ver'sart forme the frontispiece-a reproduction of the "lPresentation of the
4eoueto the Qucen," the large portrait picture painted at the time bye Maje8ty's orders, which now hangs in Sydenham Palace. The accom-

Whnylig article is written by one who took part in the ceretnony, and0hcs face is on tlie canvas, Dr. Fessenden Otis. The contribution of theraOnthly's accomplisheti editor, AMrs. Martha J. Lamb, is "'A Love11Onatice in History," which. deals with the fortunes of the Schuylers.
}IE -Forum opens with an article by Gov. J. B. Foraker, on "lThe'tetur]n of the iRepublican Party," which contains suggestions that wvillCS.USe the IDemocrats te look to the significance of their lightest ofliciaI act,

4 8d eeins to point, as many articles do, to the prospect of a political war,trictly between Nortli and South, at tlie election of 1888. The iRev.
&O~WardC b

Wh.cl lirosby lias a sensible word on "lThe Forgotten Cause of ]Poverty,"
10lleremembers to be improvidence. Gen. A. W. Greely contributes8trong adverse testimony to the use of "lAlcobol in High Latitudes," anti~D- Champlin explains to us rather unsatisfactorily "lWhy we Have0Geat Artists." , The Forum lias this month, howevcr, a more thanOrdinariîy imnposing liet of writers, with a rather less than ordinarily satis-factory list cf contents.

TUEX North American Review lias its usual startling list. A paper"ilCanadians wil appreciate is Moncure D. "owy lQ ueen cf Eng-
iera discussion not cf 11cr Majesty's character or person, but cf thelecto hI' POsition, and prerogatives she represents. IlArthur Richimondi" isIltard from this montb; we hope his (or lier) last insult to the Hon.~ear Rubseil Leweîl choked that brilliant anti versatile writer. Dr.eretelle people cf sedentary habits te drink tea or coffee or wine, orth e oaco te prevent dyspepsia, and biliousness-ad vice antipodal to

%i a Lisallet given sucli people by physicians cf their liersonal acquaint-e,. Mr Dion Boucicault rallies once more to the fray in a paper onth e38 u'ttelin1rving Il in whicli lie dissccts the lately expressed views cf both
ha a cl f the footlights. The climax of scnsationalism is reacheti per-

l48t 'f Won0. Chin Foo's IlWhy Amn I a Hleathen?"I wbicli complotes the
etiit r denOraitational interrogation points, wc hope, unless the enterprising
)400 FJould succeed in eliciting a confession cf faith fromi a Mormon or a

tur , )ecU idealiseti portrait of Mrs. Julia Warti Howe forme T'he Cen-
14"~ Ontihece ,and in tlie "Open Letter"I departmnent that lady tellst i 8 came towrite the "Battle Hymn cf the IRepublic "-a little19 Wbicli it is remarkable the Century people diti not think of before.
privae ti stronger than ever in this number ; it must be that the

arie e nubin' buting their views individually now. The epening~lQbe tubn Through Jersey," lias a flaveur cf tlie inimitable Tile
articles cf old time, and is charnmingly ilînstrateti.

the 1111Pi1 TaiompsoNs comical illustrations cf IlSir Dilberry Diddtle," foraiIO aOtattractive feat-are cf the Engli8li Illustrated, whicli has still
t1'Ceer Sujc Iiuch to learn froin its Ainerican rivais, ifnet in execution in

je45 , Ject arîd de.sigrt. Mr. Craw~fond',; Htory, Il Manzio's Crucifix,"r4ln ",ou-,l ,Gne chupters of very vivid writing, and Miss May Crcm-M'it if, "Vi8it to a Dttli Country li-buse," gives us mucli entertainment
igbt glînipses cf foreigu do mesticity, and promises more.

RECiS'T Ff Cl'JQ.*

"MR. INCOUL'S MISADVENTURE"I is the titlc cf a novel brougbt into the
world by Mr. Edgar Evcrett Saltus, a gentleman wliose Il Philosophy cf
Discnchantment," and IlAnatemy cf Negation," are still rippling the
waters cf literary criticism, though publisheti ncarly a yean ago. As miglit
be guesseti by the titles cf lis former works, if net known by their con-
tents, Mr. Saltus is a pessimit-in print at leastý lus novel is written
primarily te make a distinct sensation, of which it will flot f ail; andi
secondarily te illustrate bis thecries cf lie and living, whicli it also abund-
antly accomplishes. It is known tliat Mr. Saltus experienced much diffi-
culty in finding a publisher for lis work cf fiction, altliough lhis theories
found a market easily enougli. Whichi shows that one may speculate in a
general way as unplcasantly as possible about humanity with impunity,
even witli credit, but whcn eue emubodies such. speculations in a set cf
people, in their ideas, motives, and conduct, it is quite a difflùrexît thing-a
thing te fight shy cf and condemn.

Nobotiy will be surprised after reading " Mr. Incoul's Misadveniture"I to
to learn cf the author'sdifflculty. Itis asignifi cant comment upen the tolerant
moral tone cf the time that Mr. Saltus could fi nd anybody willing te shoulder
the responsibility cf providing him with a vehicle for his insult te bis race.
Most people will rcflect after reading it, upon the extremne points cf space
the modemn litenary world swings bctween. Thiere is Tolstoi in bis senti-
barbaric country, under ail its limitations cf ignorance anti subservience,
writing bocks to convince people cf the sublime practicability of Christian
lie (in the archaic sense) in this preseut niueteeîîth century ; here is Saltus,
a genius cf infinitcly smaller anti inferier sort te be sure, but still a gentus,writing theni to show the blackniess cf huinan depravity, and the hope-
lessncss cf effort te whiten it. The inspiration is cf course wholl y different-we cannot at aIl believe in the Anîericun's sinceity-yet it is note-
wcrtby that sucb antipedal dectrines should choose the universal channel
cf communication with tbe public of te day-the nevel. Mr. Saltus' story
is bricfly tolti-the mere briefly the botter. Mr. Incoul is a New Yor-k
widowcr-millionaire, whose cliaracter is depicteti from cbildhooti in neutral
and unpleasing tints. 11e meets Miss Maida Barhyte, a Ilebe-like damsel,with whom lie falîs in love-in the covetous sense. Miss Barbyte is
poor, lias a grasping mother, anti a lover, Lenox Leigh, wlîom she bias met
at a watering place, tlie other visitors at which are supremely anti reasoni-
ably scandaliseti at thein joint bebavicur. Lenox Leigh is iot a marrying
man, and when Mr. Incoul proposes to Maida, suggt3sts fliglitL te Europe sans
cerembonie, religious or other. Whcn she declines te entertain this sugges-
tion, althougli circumnstances have made it surprising that 8he does, Lenox
consoles bimnecîf that even in the eveuit cf bier miarriage lie may still he a
part cf bier liec. Semewhere in Spain, at a realistic bull tiglit, a very bad,unnecessary, anti inartistic incident whicb. Mm. Saltus might have mnade bis
humanity quite grose enougli without, M1r. Leigh intenrupts the wedding
trip. It shoulti have been mentioncd that by stipulation -Maida is Mr.
Incoul'a wife in namne only until sucb time as she cati learn te love him.In Spain Mr. Incoul discovers hie wife's past anti the part Leigli is likely
to have in their future. Then with diabolical sy8temi lic clîcats ab carde
so that the suspicion attaches te Leigh, wbc comnmits suicide rather than
hive diegraceti, anti murders lus wife very ingeuýiiously witliout the possi-
bility cf being feunti out. The stery closes with titis murder, anti the
spectacle of Mr. Incoul going over bis accounts witb bis courier.

It will be easîly seen that a vast amount of skill wouid be necessary
te make sucli a stcry, with ail its tictails anti miner chat-actens, which are
mcst harmontous, at ail bearable. Tihis skill is in ne sense lacking. The
people anti situations are treateti witb the truest artistic reticence; there
is a beautiful finish in the writing; the characters, witli the exception cf
Mr. Incoul's, cleverly conceiveti. Mr. Incoul is incensi8tent. We are
given te understand that lie is redeemieti by a religion cf refinemetut anti
what passes in the worlti for lhonour. Such a unan coulti neyer cindescend
te a dishoneet device at cardsto punisli another inan. Sucli a mian, more-
oven, coulti neyer bave bati as a boon fnienti anti travelling compatiion thecoarse Blytienbung. The strong points cf Mn. Incoul's fieindielness arelest, mereever, by lack cf ccntrast. Mr. Saltus lias net let light enough
inte bis picture te sec its shadows. Thù conception is cf course false,abnormal, absurd, as a whole; the working ont cf a* grotesque anti horrible
idea, that coulti bave ne parallel in hemnan liec or experience. ilere andtthere there is an extravagance, on a sub-atl'ectation, m-hich n wlone
as showing more easily these qualîties in the bock as a whoie-the cata-
logue cf the notoricus books in thc Fretîcl villa, for itnstance, anti thc very
title cf the book, in wbich Mr. Saltu8' sancasmi quite cvendoes iteîf. Itwtll be apprehendeti that there is little reason te congratulate citîter Mn.Saltus or the public upon this nevel-the best wish we can express, infact, for the autior's literary future is that he may live te regret having
written it.

IlZURY : TnE MEANEST MAN IN SPRING COUN'r," by Joseph Kirkland,surehy marks a penioti in realisin. Whethen the reader will hope it is a penioticf progrees, or a perioti cf limitation, will depend uponl the direction cf bisliterary education in great measure. The liking for reali8tic literature basbeen, te, a great extent, a recently cultivateti growtli; while the passion fer
romance has swayed the human breast everk5since the human mmiid coulti
apprehenti it; anti, admirable art as is the fermer it fintis ne little adverse
cniticism from those whose favounite motte is, "De gustibus non est dispu-

* "Mr. Incoul'8 Misadventur-e," by Edyar Eivcî-ttSaftus,. Neiv York: BenjaInin'and Bell."Zury- The Meanest Mlan in Spt-ing C,,untl,," &y Joseph Kirtiand. -Boston, Hough.ton,, Mlifflin aend Ce. Toronto.- Wlliarnson and Co.
"The Cruqade of thje Exedsio-," byBt-et Ha,te. Boston: -Houghton, MIfflin and Co.Toronto: Williamson andi Co.
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