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force beliefs upon unconvinced minds. if would ho ta perpotuate a înisnomer

to regard controversy as if it were the sy nosym. of confusion and disorder.

Yet this is the mistake wvbicb bias becn nmade in the l)resont case. No

sooner does the Political Economy Club dlaim for its meihrs the rigbt of

freely discussing important public questions, even thougb tbey may ho unpop-

ular and unpalatable, than the great ban -dag, the Toronto Globe, Il scents

tre.asoxi," and ail the yelping pack of littie dong-, '' Tray, Blanche arnd Sxveet-

heart," foliow in full cry. Two huonourabloe «e tot tis s,..nseicess ciimour

deservo mention, the loni/on (Onit.) I/cra/J and thec 01//a'u11ew J who l1ax 'e

manfully expressed themsolves iii favoui of free dliscn',-Sion. 1 Iapi1-ily, sO fiîr.

as the 'reai question is concernied, tbey ail gat on a xvrong scout, anid su it cui-

minated in "a tale told hy an idiot, full of souind and fury, signifying notbing."

So far is the repression of controversy frami being the rigbt va y of dealing

with the. difficulties of our day, that it would only aggravate the ovils it xvas

meant to ctire. It would drive tbe discussion of questions into secret societies,

and reproduce the tyrannous days of aonspiracies and treasons. l'le health-

iest interests of society demand that the formation and tlic publication of

opinion should ho free, and that controversy shauld not ho restrained any

farther than is necessaîy for the assertion of the right of society ta bold each

man responisible for opinions expressed witli a design of effectîng practical

results, leading to an injuîy of the caîninion rigbts of men. But the ability to

agree-to state opinions -o as to observe an exact equivalence betweeïî the

assertions made and tlie rea.-ons able to be given for hbolding it ta be truce,

and to feel and admit the force of an argument or ant objection just for wbat it

is worth and no more-condoues to the caim consideratian of things affecting

the welfare of society ; and the powver of enigaging in contraversy in sncb a way

becomes of greater importance as questions of intercst hecome 'mare intricate

and More dependent on tlie proper baianicing of tlic forces of colliding facts

and ideas. Sncb a style of discussion is only ta ho acquired by pubiicity and

hence it appears tbat the Political Econiomy Club may bold an important placc

among our social agencies, and fulfil a fuînction nat unrcquired in a laird o:

wbicb free discussion is not only the safeguard but thec boast.

So far as we know, the neîv Club bave, Ilgreatly daring, dined." Theiî

chief discussion at their first meeting wvas that of a good dinner. Surely n(

harrn to the State could resuit from this. TIhe head ana iront or 1_abbRLb b MONTREAL SOCIETY.
offending, when he was plotting against Ciesar, wvas, that Ilhe had a lean and

I ama smpl ciizen an 1 ay ot b sowel inorme astheTornto It is amusing to hear the variety of opinions that prevail on this subject,

hungry ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ o lok, but oitenesn uk nfliLlis on whicb our ideas must depend entirely upon the point of view

Globe, buît I wvas taught that Econorny is derived from the Greck ceconoia, rmwihergadA;adfhsasnnypssaste onndoe

"hueodManagement," the notion of whîch IS gnrlyudrto.I not so lovely. Yet no city can afford better material for deligbtful society.
does flot signify in the original language merely "'saving," or Ilthrift," but the W aepol fclue epeo lsadpol fcmecadi

judicious management of a man's property, and if the Globe reads Xenophon it Whe baeol o f cunltr oe ofrel class, i and pepl o cmm re andhe

wil fid i souse. PlitcalEcoorn, o PulicEcoomy shuldmea aother ; but, alas! we are divided up into sets, each of which seems bound

management of a State analogous to the management of a private property. either to ridicule or pity flie other. Our people of culture are comparatively

Adam Smith gave to his work the title of IlThe Wealth of Nations," a term poadraoal ru.Mn fte r lopol fcas hy

which indicates the object of bis investigations much better than th~e term 1>olitical poor aehdgdohr, and reasonably proudbcMany of them are alsopeople ls.Te,

Economy. The termi Political Economy would have an exact ineaning if we taoo, have ado rnmtbses, and anots beare ko tae bean ptniebyraseofe

understood it to express that economy or management which the State as a cuany f who dr nt spak goodr Eglis uh es know thpero mean o

State exercîses or should exercise for the benefit of al]. It would comrprelend culture, yet consier at hefir et hi aboed reneyrs th lueior to any

ail the State should do for the general intercst, and which individuals or asso- aon fclueadrfnmn.Ti tpdmnypiehsl~orcli

ciations of individuals cannot do as well, it would thus in a sense coincide with vated people to form themselves into lti eso hi wadoemyme

the terni government. Being thus defined, it would excînde -all tiiings that a with really delightfuil society aînong thecm. But is it not a pity that they should

State as a State shotîld not do;- and thus the inqtîiry into tlic iealtî of nain be so 1exclusive? Variety is abvays cbarming, and a greater admixture with

would mean an inquiry into ail tîhose conditions tînder wvhich xveaîtli isapro-sftie moneyed people might be vastly beneficial to both parties. There is no

duced, distributed, aecumulated, and consumed or used by tlic individuals wvbo ohr city of weat hr rising geius lias so ittopotuity of kiy pat-

compose any given political commuuity. Buttog hesjc fgvrn ronage from its townsfolks as in this city of 'Montreal. The Shoddyites seem

mentis asiy spartedg te sbjet o goerndetermîned ta despise and ignore native talent of evcrv form ; and inno place
meti aiysprtdfrorn the proper subjeet of Political Economny, cvery- ca a rpe osid to bc without hionour in i w onr oetuyta

body must perceive that there is some coninection betwveen tlie two; and tbis isriIs wconymretu ha

the founidation of some of the false notions, that have prevcnted Political in Montreal. Even the ciever people wvho corne ta us fromn other lands soon

E-conomy from attaining the form of anr exact science. One easily perceives find the cold shoulder turned ta thern once tbecy settle down among uis and

that a gov'erniment can do much towards increasing or diminisig flic revenue attempt to mak e a living by tlie exorcise of thieir talents. Indeed it is scarcely

of te geatbodyot he eopl; bt oe dos nt a~vay se wht a oveu- onsidered respectable, in this good city, that one sbould carn a living in any

mfe sbould d o shue pol do iut ode tats eveu anay e wthe gorees way except through trade,. In the old country professional people are consi-

mn ho l dos oreic a l s tiud n ted o. n o d rt a h s r ve u a ct e g e t dered far above tradespeople, but bore it is cluite tlie everse, and ev n our

The mo ay ienefiich th rueveu ftegea oyo h po sds minsters are supposed to belong, sul and body, to te wealthy p)eople of their

Tri e isan inqui e evin u m ortnc toe tuea mod of hc it is rded congregations, and sbould any mani ho independent enough ta rebol and bave

and ted mod an d pnuro qa iportntoficmd in xvhicb it is dsrbtdracupo ftt)e an opinion of bis ovn. wvhy thon the ricb maan riscs up in bis wrath, takes up
and he odeandproorton n wichit s dstrbute reactupo fuurebis hymn-book and walks off to soîne other clhurch, wvhere tire ruinister has a

production. better appreciatiofi of tlie value of dollars and cents and is willing to bow down

The question of Co-operation, wbicb is of two distinct kinds ;-first, such and worship the golden caîf of business prosperity.

co-operation as takes place wvhcn several persons lielp each otber in tlie saine Not many years ago anc might almost as w'cll ho a xvasberwoman as lady

employment ; secondly, such co-operation as takes place wvben soveral persons teacher in one of our public scbools, ý;o far às position in society wvent. But

belp each other in different employments. They miay be named Simple Co- now-a-days our teachers have begtiin to assert ibemselves -they bave forined

operation and Complex Co-operation. littie social circles wvbere tlie Siinddys, if admitted at ail, are obligod to feel

The questions of Capital and Labur, the Balance of Tlrade, Protection theniselves very much at a dineount. Iu sumin<r theo, inite to go uipon educa-

and Free Trade, Rent, Wages, the Methuds of Observation andi Reasoning in tional tours, and tf1i5 association %viiî eacbi other gives theni a higber olinion of

Politics, and although it is distasteful to the Globe, the question of 'l The Best thcmselves and their truily noble profession; and now Mrs. Shoddy finds it no

Form of Government," whicb occupied t e attention of the late Sir G. Corne- longer possible ta snub thoso who impart ta bier children tlie refinoinnt and

wvall Lewis, a scholarly statesman,-a thinker of rare genius, devotion and

accuracy, and a politician of genuine lionesty and truc wortb.

'l'le influence of goverrument, its funictions, the general prineiples of taxa-

tion. the relative value of direct and indirect taxation, the question of the

utili ty of public boans and the reduction of a national debt, and tlic extent to

wbicli governments are justified in interfering with industry. trade, and comn-

nîeri-e, are niaters xvià h intiiateŽ affect the well-being of the State, and are

of the bighest imsportance to ex ery inidivîdual. Tliese qfuetions are nmoral and

social, and consiutcntly invulve tlic duties oi mari t'> inanl.

'l'li -tudy oft 1Plitical b. oniiiy lis ,niirei l'or ce ey r iass, and

concornis tbec artisan and tlie peasaiit .îs ciosv.ly as tlic statesnian and the

philosopher. It is to be xvisled that the science wvas mrore. extensively culti-

vated. In such a case many fallacies xvhich are now-a-days very popular would

vanishi into thîn air, and many orrors whiclb now impose upon the peuple wvould

bce swept away. The capitalist wouid more ciearly unrlerstand bis truc position

xvith respect to the labourer, and flie labourer would botter comprehend tbe

rights and responsibilities of capital, if the principles of Political Economy

ivere more generally knoxvn.

To tell any community that it is dangerous to discuss sncb subjects, and

kindred qutestions alising ont of them, is simply childisb and ridiculous ; and

any Society, cail it by xvbat naine you will, that will uindertake this work of

educating our people, and fatithifully carry it out, deserves our higbest praîse,

and sbould enlist our sympatby, rather than ho bounided down by the empty

abuse of party politicians.

1 am not aiember of tihe Club, but in the naine of the rigbt of free dis-

cussion I protest against the senscless clatter svhich bas arîsen. I amn confident

that any menîber cxprcssing opinions savouring of disloyaity wvauld soon find

hoxv distasteful to every rigbt-thinking inan iniftie community such opinions

would ho, but tlice fullost right ta frecly discuss any questions coming within

the scope of Political Economy cannot 1)0 denied for a moment. A member

of tbec club migbt dlaim for himself this riglit in the iwords of tlic old Roman

-lHomo sum, bumani nihil a nic alienuru puto."1 I ans a man ; and deema

rnotbing that relates to mai foreign ta mîîy feelings." Rupert.*


