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Municipal Institutions.

The words “Too much taxes” furnish
us with a clue wherewith to understand
and explain the origin of Municipal Insti-
tutions. Many events recarded in history
—sleges, marches, deadly baties and ro.
mantic plots,—have owed their origin to
questions of taxation. The issue ha§ been
tried over and over again in every country
and in everyage, with various results. How
much the taxes shall be and who is to de-
cide how much they shall be are always
questions of the greatest importance, A
very large part of what has been done in
the way of making history has been to
settle these questions, whether by discus-
sion or by blows, whether in council
chambers or on the battle field.  To ex-
plain what taxes are it only needs to l;e
pointed out that in évery municipality
some things are done for the benefit of al]
the inhabitants, and that one person is
concerned just as much as another. Thus
roads are made and kept in repair, school
housps are built, engines are procured for
putting out fires, and public libraries,
cemeteries, and poor houses are provided
for. Money raised for these purposes is
paid by the inhabitants, each one turnish-
ing his share. This shows that taxes élre
private property taken for public purposes
The municipal corporation takes yoﬁr:
money and is supposed to return value in
sha[?e of good roads, schools, etc.

The question as to what a man receives
for the'taxes he is called upon to pay is
exceedingly interesting and of vital conse-
quence to the welfare of the people. The
hard~fough.t battles that occur in almost
€very municipality, when municipal legis-
lators_ are required to be élected, show
that In the present day the people are
fully alive to the necessity of having com-
Petent and experienced men to decide
how. much their taxes shall be. Our
municipal institutions govern and control
the collection and expenditure of taxes by
the people. Improvements that are contin-
ually being madein the laws governing these
msmu'uons are suggested first by the repre-
Sentatives of the people, who find them
necessary to the exercise of that freedom in
the management of their own affairs which
Was secured to them by the sieges, marches,

deadly battles and romantic plots of our
forefathers in Great Britain many years
ago.

Courts of Revision.

During the present month courts of
revision of the assessment will be held
in nearly all of the municipalities of the
province. 1f a municipal council con-
sists of not more than five membx rs, such
members shall be the court of revision ;
if of more than five members, the Council
is to appoint five of its members to the
court of revision. The jurisdiction of
the court is limited to the exercise of the
powers expressly given to it by the stitute.
Its function is to try all complaints in re-
gard to persons wrongfully placed on or
omitted from the roll, or assessed for too
high or too low a sum. Such complaints
are ; First, of any person complaining of
an error or omission in 1egard to himsell ;
second, of a municipal elector, thinking
that any person has been assessed too low
or too high,etc.; third, of the asscssor where
it appears that there are palpable errors.
The roll, as finally passed by the court,
except as to cases appealed, and for which
special provision is made, is to be valid
and bind all parties notwithstanding any
defect or error committed in or wich regard
to the roll. The court is not only to try
all complaints of persons assesscd too high
or too low, but of complaints of persons
wrongfully placed upon or omirtted from
the roll. It is the duty of a court, when
a person appeals against dan asscssm:nt,
and appears to support his appeal, to
decide the complaint either one way or
the other. The person appealing is
entitled to a decision on his appeal be-
fore he can be made liable to pay any
taxes in respect of the assessment against
which he appealed. Until d cided. the
assessment is, as it were, withdrawn from
the assessment roll.

The proceedings for the trial of com-
plaints are that the assessor, in assessing,
must leave for every person named on the
roll. a resident, or having a place ot busi-
ness within the municipality, and trans-
mit by post to every non-resident who shall
have requested his name to be entered
thereon, and furnished his address to the
assessor, a notice of the sum at which his
real and personal property has been
assessed. If upon inspection of this notice
the person finds an error or omission in
regard to himself, he must, within fourteen
days after the time fixed for the return of
the roll, give notice thereof in writing to
the clerk of the municipality. It the
notice has not been delivered by the
assessor, the assessment might be held as
invalid. If the notice is served and the
party omit to appeal within the time men-
tioned, the assessment is binding, The
roll is to be considered as returned only
when it is in the possession of the clerk
with the certificate properly signed and
sworn to. Ifthis is not done by the first
of May, but on some day thereafter, the

right to appeal against the assessment roll
exists for fourteen days after this date.
Persons may not only complain of errors

_Or omissions in regard to themselves, but

any clector who thinks that any person is
assessed too high or too low may make a
complaint. It is the duty of the clerk to

i advertise 1n a newspaper the time on which

the court will hold its first sitting, and
cause to be left at the residence of the
assessor a list of all complaints against
his roll. and to notity all persons in respect
of which a complaint has been made. All
this must be done at least six days before
the sitting of the court.

Any alteration of the roll made other-
wise than under a complaint, according to
law, would be as it were no alteration, and
so regarded. In the case of palpable
errors needing correction, the court may
extend the time for making complaints
ten days further. If errors of this kind
appear and are of sufficient importance, a
complainant is necessary, and sub-section
18 ofysection 64 of the Assessment act pro-
vides that the assessor may tor such pur-
puse be the complainant.

Members of councils and municipal
officers should be very careful in the
examination of the work of the assessor,
and sce that all errors or omissions are
brought to the notice of the members of
the court of revision for correction ; this
is necessary, especially where new and in-
experienced assessors have been employed.
If the roll is properly corrected, com-
plaints as to omission and errors in the
voters’ list, and unequal assessments,
about which people generally complain
only after they reccive their tax- notice,
will be avoided. Many courts of rural
municipalitics are «in the habit of receiving
appeals on the day of the meeting of the
court, and of correcting errors then
brought before them.  While there may
be no injustice done in considering ap-
peals thus informally made, still to adopt
this proceeding is contraty to the provis-
ions of section 64, sub-section 4 of the
assessment act, which states ‘“that no
alteration shall be made in the roll unless
under a complant formally made accord-
ing to the above provisions.”

Queen’s Courts.

The necessity of having a royal coat
of arms over the judges’ bench in court
roows, and a flag to be raised during
court, was brought before several county
councils during the January szssion this
year. The high court judges in one
instance were reported to have stated that
until the coat of arms and flag were pro-
vided they would‘not hold court in the
county.

The judges when holding assizes and in
the administration of justice represent Her
Majesty. That administration was one of
the functions of the sovereign in early
times. The sole executive power of the
laws is vested in the person of the
sovereign, and it follows that all courts




