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Canadian
Ideals.

M r. R. L. Borden, durixig
his recent visit to, the Coast,
delivered an inspiring ad-
dress to the Canadian Club

at Victoria. 0f nccessity lie avoicled po-
litical references and struck out a line
of thouglit equally intcresting to men of
ail parties who have the well-being of
their country af heart. The theme of his
ad(lress was Canadian Ideals, and apart
f rom tlic interest cvoked by a non-poli-
tical deliverance froni the lips of a poli-
tical leader, flhc adclress fully justifieci the
invitation extended to Mr. Borden by
the Commiittee of the Club. Few mcen in
publie life could with such fitness bave
discoursec iupon lofty ideals. No man
before the Canadian people lias passcd
througlî the fire of electoral camipaign
and! parliamentary experience with a
More unsullied reputation. Wliatever
else nîay be thoughit of Mr. Bordeiî there
is only one opinion as to lus personal
character anîd flue fact that a man lacking
brillian t qualities should have been
chosen as leader of a great historic party
and should have so *completely. j ustified
the selection is at once a credit to Ca-
nadla and a happy augury for the uplift-
ing of political lîfe. The.prevalence of
iniquit> in bligu. places, the scandalous
escapades which have. .cbaractcrizcd the
Laurier r *egime and which have driven
froiri Cabinet'ranks so..many able men
hiave created a painf ul impression
t)i&rougliout the Dominion. Wluilst no

one believes that Sir Wilfrid Laurier
%vas l)ersonally cognizant of their mis-
doing and xvhile everyone commends him,
for the firnmness with which hie drove-
thein f rom office, it îs gen.erally feit that
,the prevaience of corruption in,~ Federal
circles lias shaken the confidence of the
country and lias starteci a vvave of revul-
sion *wliicli will shortly overwhelm the
Government. Whether or not Mr. Bor-
den is destined to assume the reins of
office in the near future is a question
upon which there wvill be nîany opinions,
but bis strength undoubteclly lies ini the
fact that friend and foe alil<e concecle bis
force of character and bighi purpose, and
it will not be at ail surprising if the coun-
try turns instinctively to a mian wlio lias
liveci up to, the noble ideals which lie
acivocates for others. With singularly
few exceptions the press of Canada is a
unit iii denanding purity in public as
wcll as in private life. The clay whcn
.leaders of the people can "Compound
for sins they are inclined to by damning
those tliey have no mind to," lias for-
ever gone by, and in the future personal
character wrill be a more potent fact or
than ever in thec choice of such leaders..
Tt is sad to refleet that at the present 'mo-
.ment three or four of the most brilliant
men in Liberal and in Conservative ranks
have 1 et ek
oningîewitrikdlWF1 pal-
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