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the start xvas cicac level, froni the ima-
ment the pins fell from the shiackles to
the casting- adn ft of the towlincs and
sprcading auir linen ta a lively, aif-shore
breeze; cxceptiflg, tha t Styles stooci
straîghit out to sea. with the Marmnion,
cvidently detcrmined on thue bec-fine
,cotrse-shie wvas a slick sailer in lighit
wiiîds-but Matson headeci aur ship ta
the Sott-east in search of wind-the
mare lie got the better lie liked it, andi
the \Vlhitk;rký liked it, tao; she wxas a
verx- gluittan for gales an d a sluggarcl in
liglit weather. As I loosened the jigger
royal on aur full rigrged four-niaster,
.the A,1armnion wvas nearly lbull dowvn on
the por-t quarter, with hier tacks raised ta
.a spanking l)rceze; wvhîlst we were close-
hiauiied an the starboard tack, with. the
-sait spray already htirtling across aur
l)ow\s-a befitting baptismn ta the long,
ýocean race.

For seventeen days, the Whitkirk wvas
furiouislv driven by the wind-and Mat-
son, first South-east, until wve fairly
.snliffed tie raing fartie s; thien, gradu-
ail edged up) East and North, wvith hier

ec rail ainîost awaslî and sailor's soda
\vater chutrned to lier wake iii anl effer-
vescing, streain b daNy, a sheened ribbon
.of l)liosllores cen t lighit by night. Shie
.reele(l off the knots like a racing yatch
in a iiadle-to-mieasuire breeze-a breeze
that freshiened juta hiaif a gale, veered
as we changed aur course, miergeci inî-
l)rcepCltil injta the South-east trades,
înaderatedl, and finally mielted into a
zephyr of vatriable air, as the \Vhitkirk
1)assC(l froin South ta North latitude;
with mare than a third of aur race rutn
anid neyer a sien of the Marmion!

\Vhere \w'as she? Dimly, aver
the intervening yeatrs, renienber the
intensitv of aur desi-e ta salve that ques-
tion '; sharpenied by -Matsonis offer of a
ten (ilar b)ill ta the first who siohited
aour rival.

W ýas slhe ahecad or astern ?- -
Opinions and bets Nvere flungo, round the
fok' si like weevily biscuits an a long
l)assagle. Even aur uisually nonchialain
skipper made sundry excursions ta the
j îgger crasstrees w'ith his binaoculars,
niitttering as lie left flhe leck saniething
.about the tapnuiast stay, as anl excuse for

11j5 unwonten curiosity ; which the hori-
zon failed ta satisfy, for it yiclcled nath-
ing but a ditherîng rini ta the oily, xvind-
less sea.

The ciaoldrunis held us in their blighit-
iflg giil faor three days-days af drnift-
ing ancl of cursing, bath far'arcl and aft.
On the fourth. day, at suinrise, the miag-
nietisini of tlic drift gave uls a schoaoner
far campany ; an isianci trader,' sinelling
of copra anîd beeties, witli banana skins
clroppiiig frani lier chute after cvery
ineal. \'e kept farced conîpany the
whaole of that day, samietinies drifting
togethecr, uîiitil the slîacow fronii lier jib-
booni tipped aur i-ail ; at atiiers, wallow-
ing like a log, w'lilc she, under the in-
fitience of a catspaw, slippcd throughi the
wvater a few liunclred yards, only ta drift
back during the liaurs af hieartbrcaking
calin; tili sweltering day passed iuta
stipecr-hca-,tecl niglît, with aur wee cam-
l)aniali's green sidelighit blinking and
winîking on aour quarter.

W1e lîad tue middle watch that night;
faur sultry haurs filled witlî the aver-
xvheliming dlesire far sleep whichi attaeks
the sailor in tlue daldrums-God's fac-
tory,, wlîere lue makes the rain and the
wnd ; tue latter, in the nîaking pracess,
generall\r straiglît uip and down. Dur-
ing the' secon d hiaif of the watcli, I
wva1ked the ice sicle of the 1)001 in a
dlazeci, sein i-camiatase state, i LIrchinig witli
everv rail and andi coiliding indescrimi-
inately with skyliglît, iiiast, andi rail;
tuntil, in (lesl)eratian, I braughit nuyself
ta an anchor against the latter: Nveav-
ing fairy tales rounid tue schonler's
gr-cen lig lit, which, canced like a wvill-a'-
the wisp, first on anc qluarter then an
thc atiier, saintinies clisappeai-ing eni-
tirely, a îly ta b)01) up sereiiely in a few
moments, hike thue green cye(l nonster in
the iong-aga stanies. Once, I cauild have
sworni 1 saw it on bath quarters at the
saine tinie ; at others, îîîy sleep-iuclclled
1)rain dissolved the sclhoaner and par-
traved the M\'Iarnuiion : as a dragon witli
w ice-apen, sweat-1)ecle\ec j aws, ever
chiasing uls and( guiding lier reptillian
cour-se by the aid af a solitary, green
eyc. 0

As the dlock crawled ta ciglut belîs
I gDave a parting, sleepy look at my green


