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"IND)EJNTY' SESSIO)N" NOW FINISHED

SOuMe Business of Greatest Importance Transacted in Exta
Session, (CslIed te Ratlfy l'eaue Treaty

(Special te o < oar i<.

p ARLIAMENT is over. T'he members have scattered te
their constituenicies te explaini as best they can their

position on various iss,ýues te the. enbattled farmers and thre
angry soldiers. .Iudginig b> the. wires wvhichi have been
recently pouring into Ottawa tire iajority of thre membors'
would prefer te spend the parlit3mentary recess on thre 1>81131
shrores of tihe Bermudas, as they are promisod a lively time
when tbey arrive backr home. Several mexnbers have been
asked for their resignatiens, witie otirers wilI find mass
meetings of veterans ready te greet thein, viren they will bê
asked for an explanation of their stand on tire question ot
seldiers' civil re-establisirment.

Tire session was prirnarily called fer tir, purpose et
ratifying tbe peace treatie-, witir Gerinany and Austria, and
it was not expected it weuld last more tiran a tew weeks.
It vas jokiugly teruxed "tire inidemnity session," but thre joke
session bef ore it prorogued, proved te b. eue of tire meat
important for years.,. Fromi tire standipoint of tire business
and fUiaiiclal world tire iras net been a session of suchi
importance for a decýade. Wite the session was in piegreas,
tire Iong-drawn-eut negotiations hetween tir. Grand Trn*
and tire government carne to a ireadi for tire purdisse of
tire system and tire proposais were immediately laid befere
parliamient for ratification.

Tire opposition to tire billwas strong and determhred, and
finally only passed tire Setiate by tire slimi majority of four.
Tire opposition came under two heads: Fir.st, tire wire were
oppo4ed te tire wirole principle of goverument ownersblp;
und. secondly, tires.t who disagreed with tire terma of pur-
tiras. The c-hiet weaknesýs of tire attatck on tire geverninent's
propesgal vas, perbapa, tire lacir et a constructive alternative
proposai. Two ameninrrents pussed durlng tire course of
the. debate peijiaps strengtiren tire weak points ln the. br-
gain. Osie vas tire rining ot Sir Walter Cassels, Chiet
Justice et thre E'xche4quer court, as the. tirird ot tire tirrea
arbitrators. Sir Walter iras a splendid reputation <as a
public servant ef iiitegrity and tire very tact tirat ire is tire
Ùeelding arbitrator means tirat tire will b. neo "ceoked" dep<1.
Tire second amrendmient previded for a maximum amounit te
bce paid-namely, an amounit virici will net intereat. te tire
stoekirolders- tiat lu tire iolders ot ail stocks--at the. rate
ef $5,000,000 annually. Tis I. tire meut tir. Grand Trunir
can get.

Soldiera' Re-establishrment Coauulttee
Next la importance te tire Grand Trunik bill Ias tire re-

port ot tire cemmitte. ef both sldes ef tire bouse appolnted
~to leok into tire questien ot soldiers' civil re-establisirmeiit,
colloquially irnowu as tire "grratuities question." White tire
report provlded for thre expeaditure turtirer la puttlng tire
sdiers back luto clvil lit, of smie fifty e4d million dollars,

it vas dead againat any ot tir. various gratulty schiemeus
premented te tire committee. Tire cemmittes, as weil au tire
goverrimreut, must at teast bce given credit for courage.
Polltlcally, tire easy tiring for tire members of tire cornilttee
would have been te recemmend thre demanda of tir. soldiers.
Tt tool c sbone te taire tire opposite stand. But members
ot botir %ides vere se lipressed witir tire financial situation,
particularly a-u it vas presented by Sir Thromas Wite, tirat
tirey could nlot see their way clear otirerwise tirau tuin dowun
thre soldiers' prepoualg.

Tire vas a strong party on tire geveruiment aide, mnalnly
returned seldiers, who, believed tirat sorte turtirer gratul-
tics siaeuld ire granted, and tire> fouglit strenuously for it.
TheiI' fi1ht nigirt have proved troubilesome for tire govern-
ment, because Hon. J. A. Calder, whor vas chirman of tire
eeiuxittee report, declared tirat tir. government proposed te
stand orfalbyfit. Hlow tiey were swung bsclnto llne la
anotirr story. If thre trutr ire told thirer antagentsmn te Hon.

Mackenzie King and tir. announcement of Col J, A. Curre,

virose support et tire Flynn mevement makes hlm unpop
even among tire soîdier niembers, tirat ire would suppori
Liberal leader in a motion te rèfer tire matter bsclc,
responsible. When the vote came, everyone was in lin.,
tire gevernment irad tire largest majorit>' of tire sessir

Tire session wirich bas corne te a close iras -brougr

new figures jute the limeligirt. Tire farmers' movement
received a great impetus tireugi thre country, but
recognized federal leader, Hon. T. A. Crerar, did net
a preminent part.in debate. Mr. Crerar iras moat estirr
aud admirable qualities, but h. iras neyer shown sign
strong parliazrtentary akili. Nouie ot tire otirer cross-
chers were 'in tire lirneligirt. Hou. Arthrur Meighen, as
chie! pilot et tire Grand Trunir bill, vas a, leading figui
tire house. But Mr. Meigiren iras long since won iris s
as ene ot tire airleut and clevereut mien in public lite. Qi
private memberà, a man vire dees flot pusir himself to
front, but vire is steadily winning tire solid respect et
liameut, la Hume Crenyn, of London, general manager of
Huron sud Erie Mortgage Ce. Mr. Croxiyn is an experie
financier, vire is a close student of economic subjecta; ire
net speair trequently, but viren ire does, ire l lstened te
tire most careful attentien. H. looks like possible cal
timber for tire future. Anotirer member, vire would i
te bre slated in Urne for promiotion, le Thomas Tweedie,
genial member for Calgary. He is developing real pa
mentawy taent. Ifavte were taken aste te most por
member et tire Hpuse et Commens, George Allan, mer
fer Southr Winipeg and proininent iu finaucial circle
western Canada would likeIy iread tire ballot. H. is tire
irostin threHouse of Commons. As anevldence ofils p
larity, western aonibera this session presented hlm vi
gold-ireaded cane.

Hon. C. C. Ballantyne is bacir on tire job sud is la
plans tor a furtirer extension ot iris sipbuilding prog
This is a pet hobby of Mr. Ballantyne, aud, deapite r
adverse critilsin, ire itends te develop it. Next seE
vill ueo an amlnouncexuent of a development et tire pa
Mr,. Ballantyne believes tirat only by tire extension ot for
trade ean Canada psy lier national deirt. Foreigu trade
only ire developed by meanu of siripa, sud it lu iris polie
place fles ofgventt-we steameso vrr
wire there ta promilseo et ade. He looks particularly
great developnient ot Pacifie Ocean trade, and as sooi
tire sips are avalabeI lines will b. establisired te 'the 01
and Australsa and New Zealand ln cenipetition. witir
Canadian Pacifie Railway. Incidentally, Mr. Ballantvne n

Volum


