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Stamps with the letters set with points,

on the other side.
oug and in

‘are used by the blind to press through the paper;
this way-they are able to write a long letter upon a sheet
of paper, to write the address by the same eans; and
when they have finished, they can read with their ﬁnn'er
all that they bave written. At first, when the blind ad-
dressed their own letters, it was feared that the postmen
would not be able 1o read the address ; but in this they
were agreeably disappointed, for the letters went from
one end of the kingdom to tha other, with as much ac-
curaggpas if they had been addressed in the common way.
There has been no instance yet known of their having
miscarried. - It is exceedingly gratifying to the blind to be
thus enabled to correspond with their frieads, and to re-
ceive letters which they can read without assistance.
They are also in the habit of writing poetry and private
memoranda, in which they take great pleasure. The
frame upon which the writing is perfermed, is very sim-
ple, and costs about 5s. The wooden stamps cost about
6s. 6d., ar the box for holding them arranged for writ-
ing, costs 3s. 6d. ; so that the expense of the whole ap-
paratus is abont 15s.  This is the most expensive part of
the apparatus for the blind ; but when once furnished, it
may last for life, and is a source of much pleasure and
convenience, as it enables the blind to print their own
books, and even to print music, as we shall alterwards
show. The other mode of writing by the blind is by
means of an instrument called aTyphlograph,the invention
of Mr. Gall’s son. 'The writing is done by a pointed pen-
cil on paper, in a current large or small band. The in-
strament used in the process consists of a board, a guide,
and a slide-rest—the object of the apparatus being to
guide the hand, and cause regularity. It will be com-
prehended that the writing so executed can be read only
by those who see. A blind person writing for the press
would follow this plan.

Professor Saunderson, teacher of mathematics in the
Uhiversity of Canibridge,who was blind (see his biographyv
in the 61st number of the Jouarnal), invented a table for
himself, by which be conld cast up accounts. It consist-
ed of a surface cut into squares, with grooves between,
which crossed each other. Each square had nine holes,
and gccording to the hole in which a pin wus pat, so was
the'%xe distinguished. The squares being arranged in
anwards, and also sideways, and euch representing ,
one ﬁ_gure he was able to perform all the rules of arithme-;
sic by its means. An improvement has been made on this
plan ; bat it has net been found to answer the purpose so
well as the simple process of compuiation by pins, also
invented by Mr. Gall, junior. All the apparatus now re-
quired by the blind to cast accoauts, consists of a quantity
of ordinary pins and a cushioa ; if a cushion be not at
band, any soff substance, soch as the seat of a chair, a
bed, a carpet, or the sleceve of a coat, will be sufficient.
The ten figares aad their combinations are represented by
pins stuck into the cushion—the way in which the head
of the pin points or projects being indicative of a number.
For example, 1 is represented by the piu stuck with its
head pointing from the person, 2 by its pointing to the
right, 3 by its pointing towards the person, and 4 Ly its
pointing to the left ; 5, 6, 7, and 8, are respectively re-
presented by two pins close together, pointing vanously
in the same manner ; 9 is two pins with their heads pro—
Jecting mpwards, and 0 is one pin projecting upwards. A
very little practice is sufficient to imprint the value of
these tangible signs on the memory. In business trans-
actions, the pin notation will be found to be most valuable
to the blind. Tt occnples the place of a scroll journal.
Every customer has a small cuslion appropriated to his
accounts. These cushions bave a loop of tape or riband
sewed to the corner by which it ia to hang. This loop fixes
the position of the cushion, and is always supposed to be
at the top, on the right hand. The person’s name being
written with the stamps on paper, is pinned t2 the centre
of the top; and when an article is to be cbarged agaiust
him, the name of the article may either be written in the
same way, or indicated: by peculiar combinations of pins.

is done first by makmﬂ them cast the accounts on the
cushion, and then copy thom into the cash-book or ledger
with the stamps. The pincushion is the universal album
of the biind. Not only ars the ari | figures repre-
sented by its means, but any kind of diagram may Dbo re-
presented to the touch. In forming dingrums, the pins
are thrust into the cushion to the very head, in lines cor-
respouding with the shape intended to befeit. 'I'he hoads
of the pins, therefore, are the only parts which are felt—
each liead represents a point, and a succession of them
represents a line. It is necessary to havo a pair of wood-
en compasses for the forming of geometricai diagrams.
Instead of the limbs terminating in points, as in other
compasses, there is a small nick at each extremity,
into which the pin is placed before thrusting it down.
The sides of the limbs are straight—one of them having
slight grooves cut at regular distances, for making straight
lines by rowsz of pins ; the other huving the grooves cut at
distainces of half an inch—every alternate groove being
disiinguished by a larger indentation at the top.

The pincushion is found to be an invaluable apparatus
in the school and study of the blind.  Young persons may
be taught to read by it, for every body knows how casy
it is to form letters by heads of pins; a knowledge of
writing may be communicated in the same manuer ; me-
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morandumns may be wade, diagrams drawn, and the out-
lines and relative distances of geographical objects com-
municated, all L'y means of a simple cusbion and a peuny-
worth of pins.

It 1s of cousiderable importance to have a plan by which
the bliud may be taught music scientitically.  Hitherto
they have acquired a knowledge of tunes eatirely by the

ear, and retained 1 recolicetion of the notes by the me-

mory. We are happy to say that this delicieney is now
obviated. 'The blind may now sing music from the book, |

almost as advantageousiy as if they had the use of their
eves. The notation

paml.el lines, that being too complex

dots ond five
A

so sunple that any one

for them is not by
an arrangement.-
cew notation has been invented,

could understand how t9 sing from it with only one ics-

son. The notes are represent by the numbers 1234 5
6 7. The “rest’’ isrepresented by 1 0. 'I'o give an idea

ol time, points are used after the figures ; one point dou-
bles the times of the shple figure; two points multiplies it
by four ; znd three points imutiplies it by eight. I more
ithan this be required, aline aiter the fizure indicates four
of the points, and one. or two points, may tollow it, so
as o wuitiply the time of the simple figure by sixth-four.
For a fulluccount of tlis very-{gteres .¢ branch of cdu-
cation for the blind, we must refer to the authurity under
mentioned, from which we have gleaned these particulars:
it may be ensugh here to present the fullowing example
of the notation of part of a well-kaown tune in church
music :— '

1. 1 7 6 5 . 2 3.
All peo - ple that oa earth do dwell,
3. 3 3 2 1 4. 3 2.
Sing to the Lord with  cheer - ful voice.

Music of this description mauy be printed with the types
used in the books for the blind, may be written with the
stamps or typhlogruph, or way be represented by pins un
the pincushion.

We Lave now presented a fuithful though very imper-
fect account of swhat has lately been done to facilitate the
school education and general instruction of the blind. \We
should, kowever, he justly accused of negligence, if we
omitted to mention in conclusion, that the great moving
spring of action in the various improvements carried into
effect, bas been Mr. Gall of Edinburgh, the gentleman
already alluded to. For althongh his success as the
founder of a permanent literature for this helpless portion
of hisfellow-creature-, has laterly rzised up severa} la-
bourers in the same field, it is worthy of remark, that his
operations were complets, if mot perfzct, several years
before the public mind could be sufficiently roused to
perceive its importance, far leas to excite competition.

The hlind ought always to be tanght book-keepm‘ Tlus J

Had it pot been for his extraordinary exertions in bebalf of

 would be wuch better for you.”

the cducation of the Dblind, and literature for their uge,

little progress would as yet have been mude in this greae

work of charity and mercy. ~And we sincerely hope thae

Lis exertions will ultimately be rewarded us they deserve,
—A late nunber of Chambers Journul.

KiLLinGg AN ArLiGaTog.—One day, while wo loy
at anchor, I witnegsed one of the most mgenious ways of
killing an alligator that could be imagined. One of these
huge creatures was discovered basking on a bank in the
river, a short distance nhead of our vessels.  He way ob.
served by two natives in a canoe, who immedintely paddicd
to the oppusite side of the bauk, und having lunded, crept
cautiously towards him. As soon ns they were near the
animal, one of the natives stood up from his crouching
position, holding u spear about six feet long, which with
one blow he struck through tho animal’s tail into the sand.
A most strenuors contest immediately ensued; the may
with the spear holding it in the sand ns firmly os his
strength allowed him, and clinging to it as it becamo ne.
cessary to shift his position with the agility of inonkey;
while his companion occasionally ran in as opportanity of-
fered, and with much dexterity gave the apimal a thrugt
with his long knife retreating at the same moment from
within reach ofits capacious jaws as it whirled round upoa
ihe extraordinary pivot which his companion had so sae.
cessfully placed in itstail.  The buttle lasted sbout halfan
Lour, terminating in the slaughter of the alligator, and the
triumph of his couquerors, who were not long in cutting
him to pieces, and loading their canoes with his flesh,
which they immediately carried to the shore and retailed
to t} 2ir countrymen. It is evident that the success of this
plan depraded on the nerve and dexterity of the man who
susned the anbimal’s tail to the ground; and his contortions

fand stramyeles to keep his position wern highly ridiculows

acd entertuining——Laird and djicld’s s Nurraliceof an
LJ.}.

dian e the Interior of Africa.

Marriack A Lorrery.—Qur readers are acquaint-
ed with the singulur tfreak of the younyg man wlo tade a
lottery of himseil The fullewing Las been the denouement of
this ingeniots speculation, for the truth of which a proviga
cial journal refers e to the civil registey of Lyons. The
drawing took place i the fairest munner possible, in pre-
several viilnesses.  Mdlle. Eg-
vounz lady of furtune at Lyons woa the
A ringalar incident ocenrred cfter the draw-
‘The young lady was stiil nnaware

sence of a notary  and of
phrasie B, a
young man,

ing had been decaded.
of her owr good fortune, when one morning a lady waited
upon her ina state of most punful excitemeut. s Have
wy life, Mademeiselle” ¢ How?' +« Cede your ticket to
¢ What ticket:”" ¢ The lottery ticket—the ticket
for the yvoung man.”*  * Oh, I had quite forgntien "
¢« Then, know, Mademoise!le, that I love hinu—thatl
adore him. 1 had taken 80 tickets: it was asmuch
as my means would allow of my duoing. My tickets are
all blanks. Cede it to me
or you will cause my death.” ¢Madam,”’ replied Made-
moiselle Euphrasie, ““there is a written clause on the ties

kets that if the young man should not please me, or ¥ ‘

™

me”?

Yours is the only prize.

should not please the young man, wo are to divide the
200,000 francs, and not to msrey one another. This
chance remains for you: as to my ticket, 1 shall keop i
An bour ufterwards the prize young man prescated him-
self to Euphrasie; they were mutually aatisficd, eod lost
no time in binding the conjugal knot. The lndy who hed
been so anxious to obtain the transfer of Euphrusie's tie-
ket was a widow of Caresssone, and is said to have des~ -
troyed herself.  The young couple united by lottery
are spending their honcymoon at Narbonm.——Cmutdl
tionnel. |
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A CaviLLER BiLencep.—A flippant chatterer, afietr;
having spoken slightingly of the miracles, to Dr. Parr, 6%
claimed, ““Well, but doctor, what think you of the muk' -
of the cross upon the nss's buck, which they say indicates
the precise spot where the animal was smitten by Balaar?:
“Why, sir,”” replied the doctor, ‘‘Isay that if you bad ‘*'
little more of the cross, and a good deal less of the w.ﬁ‘
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