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NOTICE

As many people, either thoughtlessly or legsly, take papers from the
Post Office regularly for some time, and then notity the publishers that they
do not wish to take them, thus subjecting the publisbers to considerable loss,
inasmuch as the papers are sent regularly to the addresses in good faith on
the supposition that those removing them from the Post Office wish to receive
them regolarly, it is right that we should state what is the LAW in the
matier.

t. Any person who regularly removes from the Post Office a periodical
publication addressed to him, by so dom{makes himself in law a_subscriber
to the paper, and i$ responsible to the publisher for its price until such time
as all arrears are paid, ) o

2. Refusing to take the paper from the Post Office, or requesting the Post-
master to return it, or notifying the publishers todiscontinue sending it, does
not stog‘the liability of the person who has been regularly receiving it, but

1l ~

this liability continues until all arrears arc paid. %
Artist and Editor - - - . {7 ‘W. BENGOUGH,
Associate Editor - - . HILLIPS THOMPSON.
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THE SPHINX.—Mr.
Blake’s “testament”
continues tofurnish food
for discussion in and out
of the newspapers. As
is usual in the case of
documents which have
been written in a pecu-
liarly lucid manner, and
divided upinto carefully
nmmbered paragraphs to
. ensure still furtherclear-
ness, it appears (o be pretty hard to understand. Most commenta-
tors have arrived at the conclusion, however, that Mr. Blake’s opin-
ion was that Annexation was the inevitable destiny of Canada,
whether we persisted in the protection policy, or exchanged it for a
free trade arrangement with the States. The only question which
remained open 10 discussion was a§ to whether the inevitable destiny
was agreeable or otherwise to Mr. Blake ‘)erson:\lly. There was
nothing in the document to decide it definitely, and the commenta-
tors took to more or less interesting speculations. Then, the ¢ Tri-
bune of the People ” broke the oppressive silence with a single sen-
tence—though a tolerably long one—to the Glode, in which he said
that Annexation ** though becoming our probable,is neither our ideal
mor as yet our inevitable destiny,”. ~And now we want to know what
#s Mr. Blake’s opinion, our ideal or inevitable future ? Bul the great
ex-leader has relapsed once more into sphinx-like silence.

TICKLISH SKATING,--It will be a new experience for Sir John
to conduct affairs with a majority representing only the extreme
cdges of the country. Quebec has utterly gone back on him, and
Ontario is not much more friendly. Sir Richard Cartwright is
credited with the belicf that the Government will be unable to carry
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on business under the circumstances. -It is premature, however, (o
make calculations about the size of the working majority. It ma;:b'e
much larger before the session is a month old than the returns noy
indicate.  Indeed, if Sir John’s followers in the Fouse are as faithfy
and ebedient as nsual, we sce no reason why he could not go on wi,
a majority of one, if necessary,

IR CHARLES TUPPER has been exposing, in his
eloquent and trenchant manner, the scurvy condug
of the Grit party, which, baffled in its attempt to seiz
the offices, has now turned round and is doing its unpat
riotic best to ‘ prevent the Government from securing
fair measure of reciprocity and relief for the farmers.” 3§
Party that would act in this contemptible fashion deserves
the strongest epithets that even a Tupper can ‘apply, and
—DBut, by the way, isn’t this the same Tupper who
declared night after night and day after day all through
the late campaign that the farmers didn’t require any
relief, but were enjoying all manncr of prosperity ? ‘I'here
must be a mistake lurking round here somewhere.

* * *

I'l‘ is time that we came to an understanding about this
man Tupper. He seems to be endeavoring, with
some success, to carve out for himself a special place
under our constitution. While, as a matter of fact, he is
only a member of the Civic Service—and ‘a particularly
expensive and useless one at that—he assumes all the
airs and functions of a cabinet minister, His appearance
in the campaign as General High Commissioner of the
Government party going up and down the -country in a
special car brow-beating and bellowing at the people who
pay him his salary was an intol rable affront to decency,
and a spectacle which would have been impossible in any
country but Canada. ‘Perhaps, however, his ruffianly
attack on the Grand Trunk Railway Company (because,
according to Sir Henry Tyler, that company refused to
be bribed to do partizan work for the Government during
the election), was the brassiest of all his performances.
Tupper must be made to mind his own business in Lon-
don (if the sort of thing we pay him his salary for may be
called business), or to come into the public arena on the
same basis as other politicians and take the responsibility
of his utterances. At present he is simply intolerable.
< * *
CANADIANS are right in holding as they do almost
without exception that our institutions are, on the
whole, superior to those of the neighboring Republic, but
the Canuck, who in the exuberance of his patriotism ven-
tures to point the finger of scorn at American political
morals,as compared with our own,lays himself open to 2
very flattening reply. Take the latest illustration—the
case of Senator J. J. Ingalls, of Kansas. Here wasa
bright and able man, one of thc national leaders. of the
Republican party. -In a moment of candor Ingalls bap-
pened to say, in a public speech or document, that moral
reform in politics was, in his opinion, ‘“‘an irridescent
dream,” and that there was no roam for the Decalogue
in public life. Swift vengeance followed this cynical
utterance. At the late election in Kansas Ingalls was
snowed under, and now, with all his wit and eluquence,
he is regarded as a political  dead duck.” On this side
side of the line his fate would have béen much happier.
His jaunty dismissal of the Decalogue from politics would
most likely have been applauded, and would.have entitled
him to the proud soubriquet of “Canada’s Greatest States:
man,"” ’
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