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CALENDAR FOR FEBRUARY.
Fesy, 2—~Purification of St. Mary the Virgin.
“  3—4'h Sunday after the Epiphany,
“ 10 —Septuagesima.
4 17-—Sexngesima,

. Quinquugerima,

) 24—{&. Matihias: A.& M. Athan, Cr.

¢ M—Arh Wednosdoy, Pr. Psa. M. 632,
38, K. 102 130, 143. Commi-
nation service.

(From the Parish Visitor, N. Y.)

Toe ~hort mouth of Fobruary gives ums two
Feast days—that of the Presentation of Christ
in the Temple and that of St. Maithias. The
first occurs on the second, the other on the
twenty fourth day of the menth.

The foust of the Prereutation is popularly
called Candlemans Day from the eustom in the
Roman Church of blessing candles on that day,
It is kept in memory of our Lord’s rst visit to
His eurtly temple, whither He was carried by
BHis puronts 1o fulbil the Jewish law. Thix<law
required that the first-born son must be given to
God, and redcemed by armall offering in money.
The mother ot the child was also obliged to
present on her own part the saeritics of a
turtle-doves or two young pirenns, This offer-
ing was to he made when the babe was wix
week~old; by which time the mother would be
well enough to muke a shiort journey in sufety
and comfort,

It wag at this 1ime thet the agod Simeon,
guided and inrpired by tHe Holy Spirit, took the
infunt Jo~us into his arms and biessed Him and
uttered those words which we now #ing in the
Evening Service, beginning, Lord, now lettest
thou thy rervant depurt in peaco,” The
prophetess Anna, a widow efeighty tour yeurs,
who we are told ¢ served God with fasting and
prayer day and night.” al~o guve thani to Gud
for the Cuild, and * spukool him to all theso
who Junked for redemption in Jerusulem.”" St
Luke alone of the Evangelists has preserved the
recurd ot this seene und may probably: huvo de-
rived his knowiedge of its purticulars {rom the
Virgin Mother hersclf,

Sr. MartRIAS Was the man elected by the
Apostles after their Lord’s resurrection to fill
the place of tho apostate Judas, It is recorded
that two men wcre appointed, aud the choice
between them referred to our Lord by means
of the Jot. We hear nothing of Matthias afier-
ward, except by impliention, but he was clear-
ly numbered with tho Apostles, as is shown by
thaaccounts of the Duy of Pentecost (Acts ii.
14) und ot the appointmont of the first seven
doucons (Acts vi, 2),

Turg first day of Lent (commonly called Ash
Wednesday from the old custom of using asbhes
on that day a8 a sign of humiliztion) eccurs on
the 27th day of February. With this day be-

pins the great fast of the Church, kept origin-
ally in memory of our Lord’s fast in the wilder-

.you can find.

lamb if sbe could aflurd it, otherwise a pair of

-pains 10 explain

ness, when He overcame the great tempter—
not by any exertion of His miraculeus powers,
but by the u-e of 1huse Holy Seriptures which
are within reach of all His disciples.

I once asked 8 venarable clergyman to recom-
mond to me & good book for Lonten roadin .z,
Hin answer was, “ You cannot have a brtter
book thun the Bible. Take up some definite
plan of study and pursue it wiih all the h Ip
[ sometimes fear,” he added,
* tbat with all the multi ude of roligious bovks,
the Bible will be crowded out entirely.’

My old friend’s advice wus good, Almnat ail
Chris ians read the Bible mote or less, but it is
10 be feurcd that few atudy it, Let us duoring
thix Lenten season muke a business of studying
the Scriptures upon some detinite plan. It we
are privileged 10 bo in Snuday-school either as
teschers or learners (and what that privilegeis
worth none know but those who love the work
und bave been shat off fromit), we buve our
plun ready to our hand. If not, a little con-
siderution will ea~ily suggent one. If we do no
more than read a few ver-es, und carefully lovk
out sll the murginal relerences, we shall often
find a Jight shed on the text which will amply
pay for the paina taken,

Our Church wisely lays down no laws for
fu~ting, but leaves the mutter 1o the individual,
If possible, let our self denial have a definite
object, such as 1be increuse of our charitable
funds, for instance, And above all let us re-
member that the holy reason will not leuve us
ay it found n3.  Wo »hall be either better or
worse for the opportunities it gives us. Which
shali it bo ?

READY,

There is one great blessing which eoniirma-
tion brings to a goul,and that is, being able then
to go to the * Supper of the Liord” In one
pluce in our Prayer Book it is said, that nouo
shull be ** wmitted " to the Communion, exeapt
such as have been econfirmed, or nea ready and
desircus 7 to be confirmed.  This means as wa
tuko it, that no pastor shall) by his instruction
and authority, atlow an unconfirmed person to
regularly partake of the Ioely Cominunisn i
bis hands, It suroly cannot mesn that a de-
vout, person of another pastor’s fl ¢k is to be
bo driven away from the Lord's table it he
presents himsel! as a partuke of the holy feust,
If two of as are shepherds, and one of 1he sheep
of my neighbor should come to the fold at night
to feed among my sheep—can 1 do better thun
let it stny, amd eat, and find shelter for that oc-
cusion 7 Butifit came (ho next and the nexs
night, t must either buy it,or lead it home to
its own ghepherd.  And how much grouter is 4
human soul than a sheep! So. L cannot drive
away a member ot u neighhor’s Aock who ~trays
in 1o ont and drink at our Lord's table, spread
by moe. But it he come aguin and aguin, a.if
by right, then I maust a~k him if he has been
coutimed, or is roady und desirous to be, at the
nextopportunity,

But what we want now to say is Lo our pas-
tors and cutechis's in tho archdeaconry, who
have luid npon them the duly of preparing
persous tureceive the Laying-on of Hunds, And
wo wuant to ask our brethrsn Lo see thut such
perdons are READY. The Prayer Buole suys
“ready and desirous,” They cannut be desirous
unless they have traly been mado “ ready ' ?

1. Inthe beginning of the Confirmuiion oflice
we read that ** The Church hath thought wood
to order, thut none shall be eonfirmed bul such
as can suy the Creed, tho Lord's Prayer und the
Ten Commandments; and cun also answer to
such othor questions as in the short Catechism
are conlnined.” This is wvery pluin, Tuke
these thiogs to all who
are to be contirmed, and see that they can ““say

tha Creed, the Lord’s Prayer. and the Ten Com-
mandments,” and have been carefully shown
what the “other parts of the Church Catechism ”
moan, it they are grown persons, and cannot
read, Children should always be requred to
learn it all, especially the part about the Sacra-
ments,

2, Those to be confirmed should be tanght
what i3 in the Confirmgtion service itself, so
the, can understand just what they are to an-
swer to, in all that it means to them.

3. Thoge admitted to Confirmation shoul:l
be carefuily taught that they must be ready, in
their hearls and souls, to partake of the Holy
Communion, ifthey are not prepured for that,
then they cannot bu ‘‘ready,” or desirons, in
the real senve, lor # the Laying on of Hands ™ in
contirmation. .

Better that the confirmation class should be
amall than that any be should misled, or a weak-
ness 1o the Church, by not being reudy and
desirous,—Church Messenger. .

HIGHER CRITICISM.

(Paper by Rev. J. Ker, D.D., continued.)

In counecction with the 110th Psalm, thore
arises, as you know, a serious qnestion, Dr.
Driver suys : * If we rend the Psalm without
prejudice it produces the irresistible impression
of baving been written not by a king, with
reference to an invisible spiritual king, stand-
ing above him as & superior, but by a prophet
with reference to the theocratic king, In the
question addressed by our Lord 1o tho Juws, St.
Matthew xxii, 41-46, His object is not to in-
stract them as tu the authorship of the Psulm,
but te argue from ity cantents ; and though He
assumes the Davidie authorship generally ac-
copted atthe 1imo, yet the cogoney of Hin ar-
gument is unimpaired so Jong as it is recognized
th: . the Psulm is Messianic, and that the
angast language used in it i3 not compatible
with the positiun of one who was a mere human
son of Davul”

Cunon Gore, in hi+ Tssay on the Holy Spirit
and Inspiration, follows Deiver here, aud hos
lielped wo force Lo the tront of present day con-
troversy, questions, the answers to which are
deposited down deep in the mystery of the In-
carnation,  On the Human side, what limits
wero Lhere to the Lord’s knowledye 7 Could e
make mistakes in matters ot dutes and auchor-
ship?  Did Ho really bolieve the 110th Psalm
to be the work of David?  And other questions
sugzesy them-clves involving, if pussiblegraver
consequonces,

Such is an exceedingly imperfect outline of
somu of the couclusions reached and questivns
raised by the higher critics, What ought our
atutido 1o be in the premise~?

First of all: Let us Wait. God will give
His own Word wll needtul vindication. [e hus
god assaults more terrible thun the higner
criticimm, Tho old promise is still suve:
“ Heusven und carth shall pass away, but My
Word shall not pass awuy.?

Secondly, 1t is by no means demonstrated that
tho traditiovul aurhorship of the Peutatouch,
and of various Psulms must be given up, 1t is
ceruinly not established that David was not,
in rome sense, the author of the 110th Psalm.

Thirdly. OQur Lord says: ** David speaking
in the Spiriv (en preumati) calleth him Lord.”
Du the crivies tully comprehend all our Lord
intendod to convey by whe words en preumati ?
Lt the * Fuiric Queene” wore caretully put into
nineteenth coutury Buglish, suy by Longfellow
or Tenuyson, it would still be Spencer™s, Simil-
arly: if the 110:h Psulm, in i origioal form
the work of David, were retouched in & later
age, by a devout poet of “the theovratic nation,
the Pralm would still be David’s and the Lord’s
use of iL us David's entirely justified,

Fourthly. To those who have & firm grasp of



