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CALENDAR FOR FEBRUARY.

IFsny. 2-Purification of St. Mnay the Virgin.
" 3-4 h Sunday aftur the Epiphany.

"10 -Septuaesima.
" 17-Sexagesima.

2.- QingantigeFr.ia.{ St. Matthias. A. & M. At ban. Cr.
27-Abbh Wcdnesdaîy. Pr. Pss. M. 632,

38. E. 102. 130, 143. Commi-
nation service.

(Fron the Parish Visitor, . Y.)

Tur -hort month of February gives us two
Feast days-that of the Presentation of Christ

in the Temple and that of St. Maithias. The
first occurs on the ecoIId. the other on the
twenty furth day ofthce month.

The feast of the Presentation is popularly
called Candlemas day from the custom in the
Roman Church of' blessing candles on that day.
It is kept in memory of our Lord's irst viit ta
Bis eartly temple, whither He was carried by
His parents to fulili the Jewislh law. Thi- law
required that the first-born son must be given to
God, and redeend by a-.mall offeringiî mnoncy.
The niother of the child was also obliged to
preseni on her own part tho sacrri icc of a
1imb if she coulid afîbril it, otiherwise a pair of
turtle-doves or two young pigeons. This offer-
in was ta bu made vhen the halb was six

wecek old, by which ime tie mother wôuld be
wvll tiotigi to mak a short journey in aflety
and confort.

lu Vas at tbis lime ihat tho agud Simeon.
guidvd and in1pired by the iHoly Spirit. took the
infan t Jo-ns iIto bis Lrn aid bilessed Him LIiaid
utter-ed ihose words whici we now sing l in the
Evening Service, bcgintninîg, Lord, now leuest
thon thy servant, depart in pece." The
propheles Arnna, a widow ofeighty fouryoars,
wthi we are told " served God with tasiiiig and
prayer day ani night," alko gavo tnkis to God
for the Ciild, and . spmko ai hii m Lo aIl t h-e
wlho looked for redomption in Jerusah-m." St.
Luke alone of the Evanguelists has preserved the
record of this sucete and may probably. havre de-
rived bis knowfedge of ils particulars from the
Virgin Muther herseif.

ST. MATTRIAS was the man elected by Iho
Apostiles alter their Loird's resurretion to fill
the place of the apostate Judas. it is recorded
that two men wtre appointcd, aiid the choice
botween thom reforrôd to our Lord by means
of the lot. Vo hear nothing of Mathias after-
ward, except by implication, but he was clatir-
ly mnumbered with the Aposi les, as is shown by
the accounts of the Day ai Pentecos. (Acts ii.
14) and of the appointnont of the fir.t seven
doacons (Acts vi. 2).

Tii first day of Lent (commonly called Ash
Wednesdny from the old custom of using saises
on that day as a sign of humiliation) aocurs on
the 2ïth day of Fubruary. With this day be-

gins the great faet of the Church, kept origin-
ally iu memory of our Lord's fast in the wilder-

ness, when fIe orercane ie tgrent tempter-
not by any exert i'n oif Hli mira culius powers,
but by the n-e of ihîose Holy Suripturos which
are wi hin reach of ail lis disciples.

I once asked a venorable clergyman to rero'm-
mend to me a good book for Lonten readliog.
Bis answer was, "You canniot have a biter
book tban the Bible. Tale up some dermite
plan of study and pursue it wi' h ail the b lp

.you can find. I sometimes f ear," ho added,
- that with al] the multi ude of religious books,
the Bible wifi be crowded out ontrely.'

My old friend's advice wras gond. Almost ail
Chri, ians red the Bible mone or less, but it is
to be feared that few study it. Lot ns dnring
this Lenten season make a business oif studying
the Scriptures upon some dtiuite plan. It we
are privileged to ba in Siniday-school either as
teîchers or liarners (and what that privilego ii
wort h none kînow but those who lova the work
uid have been shut oi from il), we have our
plan ready to our band. If not, a litle con-
siderationi will oasily sugget one. if we do no
more than rod a faew ver-es, aUnd carefilly look
out all tie marginal reterenîces, we blai otten
fiid a light shed on the text which will amply
pay for i he pains taien.

Our Chutch wisely lays dow no laws for
fa-tin., bat leaves the matter to the individial.
If potibe, lut Our self denial have a definite
object, suiich as the inurease of our charitable
fuids, for instance. And abovo ail, lut us re-
member that the holy reOasein will not leave us
as it ound as. Wo shall be either better or
worse for the opporunities lit gkves us. Which
shal it bu ?

READY.

There is one great blessing which coi11 ma-
tion brings to a soul,and that is, being able then
to go to the " Supper of the lord." a one
place in our Pra er Book it is said, tiatu ne
bhall be ' almi tted " to tia C'on munion, eXcpl)t

such as have been confirmed, or ara " ready and
desiri us " to be cotnfirmed. 'îthis means, as we
take it, that no pastor shall, by his in t raction
and aiuhority, allow an uncinfirmed ntrson ta
regularly partake of the Iioly Connuimi.,i t
bis hanîtds. Ilt surely cannot neata that a de.
v<îutperson of another pastor's il -eck i to be
be driven away froin the L>rl's tait,if li
presents him-e as a partake of the holy tua-i.
If two of us are shepherds, and oie ofi alt sheep
of my ncigh bor should corne to the fold at ight
to feed aniong my sheep-an l dIo beurt than
lot i sttay, ani cat, and find shulter t>r that oc-
casioln ? But if it came tha next and th iext
night, t mu-st either buy it, or lead it hime ta
its own siepherd. Andf how much greaier a
humait soul thai a sheep! S''. L cainiot drive
away a membe- of a neigilib-' flock,whvo -'rays
in to eat and drink at. Our Lord's table, spread
by nie. But if he corne again and agaiaî, a, if
by right, ibun 1 mutst a-k him if he has beun
cotifi med, or is ready and de'irous to bc, at the
nextu opportunity.

But wliat we want now to say is te ur pas-
tors and caeochis's in th arcbleacutiry, who
have laid uîpon uhem th duty of preparing
persans toreceive the Lay>tnoiing of l nds. Atd
wo want to ask ir bretrei to se tiat sucb
persons are READY. 'l'h Prayer .Bool says
"ready and du-irous." They cannut bu deias
unless they have truly beei mado "ready "?

1. In the beginnittn of the Confirmat.ion office
we red that I" Te Cthurch hath thonglt good
ta order, that none shall b cnfrmed but such
as can saîy the Creed, Lthe LrdY Praier and the
'l'en Commatntdment s; and can aloi) anwer to
such allier questions ais in the short, Cateclisrm
are contaîined." This i very plain. Take
-pains to explain these things to all who
are to be confirmed, and see that they cant " say

tho Creed, the Lord's Prayer. and the Ton Coin-
mandments," and have been carefully shown
what t ho " other parts oftbe Church Catechisra "

mean, if they are grown persons, and euanot
rond. Children should always be required to
learn iL ail, especially the part about the Sacra-
monts.

2. Those to bo confirmed should he tanght
what is in the Confirmttion service itseif, so
the can understand just what they are ta an-
swer to, in ail that it means to t hem.

3. Those admitted ta Confirmation sbould
be caretully taug ht that they muat be ready. in
their hearts and souls, ta partake of the Holy
Communion. If tiey are not prepared for that,
thon they cannot bu "ready," or desirotis, in
the reai sense, for " the Laying on of Uands " in
contirmation.

Botter that the confirmation class should be
small,than that any be should misled, or a weak-
nass to the <hurth. by ntîb boing ready and
desirous."-Church lfessenger.

HIGHER CRETICISM.

(Paper by Rev. J. Ner, D.D.. continued.1
In connanion with the 110h Psaltn, thore

arises, as you know, a serious quetion. Dr.
Driver says :" If we read the P.slm without
prejudice it produces the irresistible imprescion
of baving been written not by a king, with
rofrertce to an inviî,ble spiritual king, stand-
ing above him as a superior, but by a prophet
with reference 'o the theocratia king. In the
quesiion addressed by our Lord to the Jews, St.
Matthew xxii, 41-46, fis object is not to in-
struct thom as tu the authorship of 1ie Psalm,
but to argue fi-rm its contents; anîd though He
assumes the Davidie authorship generally aa-
coad aut the time, yet the cogency of ais ar-
go mont is unimpairedso long as itis reognized
th: the P-ialm is Nessianie, and that the
angust language used in it is not compatible
wiith the position of one who was a more humait
son of Davil."

Canon (;(re, in hi Essay on the Holy Spirit
ani inspiration. follows Driver here, ani has
he[lpe )d to force to the front of presoient day con-
trovursy. questions, the answers ta which are
(lpo-ited down duep in the mystery of the In-
.irnation. On the Hinani sido, wha. limits
wer thero w tha Lord's cnowledo? Cmuid 1la
ma-' mit;akes in ma tutere ot datas ani atuthor-
saip ? Did L reaiy believe the 110L PsaIm
to bu the work of David ? And othur quostions
siggest L hemselvus involving, if possible,graver

Sub is an exceedingly imperfect oulline of
some ut the conciusions roached and questions
raisud by the bigher critics. What ought our
atuîtda to be iin the premie-?

Firt of ail: Lut us Wait. God will give
lius owîî Word ail n aedul vindicaiion. Iù his
stood assaults more terrible than the hignor
criticisin. The old promise is stil sure:
"i eaven and earth bhall pasa away, but My
Word shall not pass away."

Secondly. ILt is by no ineans demionstrated that
the traditioual aulhorship of the Puutatouch,
and ai various Psalns muit be given up. il is
certainly not etalblished that David was not,
in sloue sen-e, the author of the 110th Psalm.

Thirdly. Our Lord isays : " David speaking
ii the ýSpirit (en pneunati) calleth him Lord."
Do the urities tuity cumprehend ail our Lord
inlen'ded to convey by tle words en pneumati?
l the "F.irie Qîune" were carefully put into
rineteanuh century English, say by Longlellow
or Teniyano, il would siill b Spencer'î. Simil-
arly: if the 1101 Paalm, in ils original form
the work of David, were retouched in a later
age, by a devuut poet of (ho theouratic nation,
the Palm would still ha David's and the Lord'
use of it as David's entirely justified.

Fourthly. To those who bave a firm grsp of


