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introduce into the service of the Chureh any
hymn or anthem not ordered by the rubrig, or
beosuse it was illegal to introduce it in the
particnlar plase in which it was sung, or be-
cause of something in the words themselves
rendering them unsuitable, [t was mot con-
tended that it was iilegsal to use a hymn or an
anthem in all places whers it was not ordered ;
and in the next place, to pronouace that it was
an unlawful addition to the service, it mnst be
shown that it was unlawful at that partioular
place, By the injunctions «f Queen Elizabsth
it was permitted that at the beginning or end
of the Common Piayer, either merning or
evening, there might be sung & hymn, or such
likke song, in the best gort of melody or music,
It was not alleged that the hymn was so sung
as to interfere with the communicants at the
time of the reception or with the words of the
sdministration, and on the point of usage in—
gtances were before the Courts showing that
such & usage had been ample, widely diffored
sand continuons, The Court therefore fourd
{hat there was no ground to deolare sach sing-
ing to be illegal, bat tho contrary, Moreover,
there bad been no evidenoce io sbow that the
gervice was let or hindered by the singing, or
that it interpased to the delry of the reveption,
They must nexf inquire whether the anthem
was suitable. In form it was, tue iwo verses
which composed it being taken out of the
Bible. Seeing that there was no evidence to
show that Bishop Ridley or any one else
objected to the oboir singing the anthem on
sny doctrinal ground, there was no reasen for
believing that the words had any assooistion
with Romish preachers or practices which the
Churck of England repudiated. The Court
had not to consider expediency, but legality,
and the use of the words could only be con-
demned on the gronnd that at that plaoce their
use was illegal, which could not be maintained.
The Court considered the singing of the arthem
by the choir was not an illegal sddition to the
gervioe.

The next point was the use of lighted oandles
during the Commaunion Service when such can-
dles were not required for the purpose of giving
light, The responsive ples in regard to that
was that throughout the celebration there were
two lighted candles on the Holy table, aud that
such lights were lawful. What was charged
and admitted was that two candles in candle.
sticks were alight from the commencement to
the end of the service. In regard to this mat-
ter, the cenrt thought that while they ounght to
give full weight to previous decisions, the judg-
ment in this case ought to be based upon the
view whioch the court took upon the whole of
the evidence befere them. Having examined
from an historical point of view the cages that
had been brought forward, in whioh the use of
lights had been made the subject of litigation,
and quoted the decisions of certain judges who
held that the lighting of candles was not con-
irary to the Aot of Uniformity, the Archbishop
proceeded to consider the eXtent to which lights
had been msed in the English Church, arriving
at the oconclusion that between the years 1680
and 1750 the use of lights had been sahout
equally balanced. On & full review of the
whole subjeot, the Court did not find eufflcient
warranty for declaring that the law had been
broken where two lighted caudles, when not
wanted for the purpose of giving light, stood
opon the table during service.

The next charge with which the Coart had
to deal was that while pronouncing the Abso-
lution the Bishop of Lincoln conspicuonsly and
ceremonislly having both hands elevated, and
looking towards the comgregation, made with
hig hands the sign of the cross, and that again,
in like'manner, while pronouncing the Bene.
diction during the samo service the Bishop
made the sign of the cross, It was alleged that
these were unlawful additions to and variations
from the order of service as prescribed and
appointed. In the anewers made to these alle-

gations, it was stated that the Bishop did raise
his right bard snd make the sign of the cross
during the Abeolation, at the same time lock-
ing towards the congregation, and also that
while pronouncing the bleesing he made the

sign of the o108 with his hand. The poiat to’

be inquired into was whether the ceremony,
was lawful, although not prescribed in the
Prayer Book. It certainly coald pot be sup-
ported by the Canon relating to the sign of the
oross in baptism, There were two cases in
which the rign of the cross came under the
consideration of the Court—first, in giving Ab-
solution ; snd, next, in the case of Bouediction
and there was no jusifioation for the nse .f
orogsing in either case. Tha court, therefore,
found that there was no justification either in
direotion or ueage for makirg the sign of the
cross in giving the final Berediction ; that tho
action was a distinct ceremony, not ¢ retained,’
gince it had not previously ecxisted; and that
therefore it was a coremony additional to tho
ceremonies of the Church, sccording to the
nse of the Church of England, This ceremony
was 8180 an innovation which must be diszcon-
tinued,

Bis Grace concluded his jadgment, the deliv-
ery of which occupied four hours, in the fol-
lowing words: * A Court constituted ss is the
present, baving wider duties towards all parties
concerned than those of other judges, duties
inalienable from that position which makes its
members judges, corsider iteelf bound forther
to cbserve briefly in relation to this cause that
although religious people whose religions feel-
ings really suffer might rightly feel consirained
to come forward as witnesses in such a case,
yet 't is not decont for religious persons to hire
witnesses to intrnde on the worship of others
for purposes of espeal. In expreseing this
opinion the Court has no intention of oriticis-
ing the statements themselvos which were in
this case given in evidemce, The Court has
not ouly felt deeply the incongruity of minute
questionings and disputations in great and
eacred subjects, but desires to expreus its sense
that time and attention are diverted thereby
from the Churoh’s real coniest with evil and
building up of good, both by those who give
and by those who take offence unadvisedly in
such matters. The Apostolic judgment as to
other matters of ritual has a proper reference
to these—namely, that things which may ne-
cessarily be ruled to be lawful do not for that
resson become cxpedient, Pablic worship is
ono of the divine inatitutions, which are the
horitage of the Churoh for the fraternsl union
of mankind, The Church, therefore, has & right
to ask that her congregrtions may not be
divided, either by needless pursuance or by
exaggerated suspicion of practices not in them-
gelves illegal. Kither spirit is in painful con-
trast to the deep and wide desire whioh prevails
for mutnal understanding. The clergy are the
natural promoters and fosterers of the divine
instinos$ to follow after things which make for
peace, and things wherewith one may edify
another.’ We bave given judgment on each
article as the several points have been consid-
ored. We give no costs.”

THE THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT,

The whole Advent season is one peculiarily
suggestive of thought upon the deop things of
God, Present grace, a life of probation, Di-
vinely appointed means and agencies, 88 well
as the Judgment to come press themselves upon
the attention. The great subject of the Chris-
tian ministry this coming week opens & wide
field for consideration, and the more so from the
absolute demoralization of opinion consequent
upon the running wild of private jadgment.
To a vast number of minds where Protestant-

ism has had its fall swing, the visible Church
or kingdom of the Saviour of the world is ex-

tinot, and the authority of the Christian minis-
try is submerged under pretensions of popular
talents and the gift of utterance, which would
appesr to engross all conceptions of the com.
mission to preach the Gospel, to foed the lambs
and sheep, and to become foro runners of the
Great &nd fina} Coming of the Son of Man;
more portentous in all its bearings than that
of St. John Baptist, Herein is found the lurk.
ing poison which corrupts the prevalent Chris-
tian conscience, which makes Christian worship
itgelf 8 matter of convenionce or pleaeure, and
which relegsates the most indisponsable ordin-
ances to the life ot the soul, to the category of
matters of individcal choice, The voices ‘thus
saith the Lord,’ or * Bpesk Lord Thy servant
heareth,” are not tbose which are the subjects
of intenrest concern, The demand is not for
the faithfal desling with the soul, but chiefest
for tho plessing catering 1o “ae intellect and
the gratification of the horr. The general
devout use of the Ember Coll.cts in private as
well a8 public—if such conld bo effeoted would
be in itelf a powerlal correolive, definite
views of the anthority of the Chrisiiun ministry
44 based upon positive Scripiure statemonts
practicelly unapprebonded by a large propor-
tion of the members of the Catholic Church of
Bugland, and entirely ignored by others—a
review of the historieal and uncquivoeal les.
timonies proving divine authority and earthly
juriediction ; a rccognition that in a real sense
geoondary oply to the inspired Apostles—the
Apostolic ministry embodies the messongers of
God to His servants, and that through them
He smbraces His children in the Charch's fold
and feeds them with houvenly manna—uatil
attendod by this ministry He takes each ome
into His own Everlusting srms; legitimnte
enforoemont of thewse vilal aapecte and thoir re-
ception would revive the obssured und unalter-
able claims of and blossings to he derived from
‘tho stowards of the mysteries of God.’

The Church of Bugland does not obsoure these
cssentinl foatures of s @God given ministry in
its formularies, but the atmosphere is so im-
pregnated with counter and nexious izfluences
that assertion is needful, if the witness for
Christ is to bo kept slive and prevail. The
Gospel systom is rimplo and porfect, but its
factora are &o interwoven and interlooked that
perversion of one feature carries with it conse-
quences sffecting most distant points of faith
and practice. View the Caristian miniater as
a tool to voice tho previmiling opinions of his
people, and there is no pluce for the soul-
guarding witness of reproof; rebuke with all
long sulering and dootrine; deny him the
estoem Which is Divinely stamped upon his
gaored cffice, and thore will follow that nig.
gardly support which makes bis condition a
by-word ; dispersc the Apostolic Episcopate
and thore springs up the clash and strife of
tongues which now greet tho ears of the mal.
titude from opposing teachers—which is ap-
proaching the climax of confusion in women
preachers, In this line comes to thought a
reforcnoe made by a great Presbyterian Divine
of Ontario, who latoly spoke of an esteemed
Romish Priest, a8 a *father of the Uriversal
Church.’ Conld an expression fiom & oritioal
mind be more misleading to such as compre -
hend not the Church in its Scriptural sccept-
ance; and its Ministry in its rightful position
and administration.

The rainbow that plays in the adverse sun~
light scems for 8 moment & vast, slable arch

that spans the earth and reaches to the clouds,
We look again and it is gono. Thus it is with
all earthly things. :

W want additional subecribers in Halifax,
St. John, Qaebeo, Toronto, Otiawa, London
Hamilton, Liberal commission will be allowed
to qualified Oanvasser—Ilady or gentleman—in
eyery one or more of these cities,
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