L}

"hey
:oof
7, of

pose

hase
er to
ke 8
from

Cash
mall
L.tler,
D
ases,

e has
 the

unts
ness.
2ans,
re 80
' the

ince,
; an!

. per
osaly

adily
lacey

y b®

ot
st be
17

NY»

ed, I8

g ANP
e

pu usé
ore®
ation®

c. &€

c
atirelY

'or old

11 tak
PILES:

. A

wian?
:’:j with

affects
yene

[

omstac®

York-
may D€

;‘or thes®

§ y
w;h ;JDB

an

, CI
—
BOUBG'

18X
By
;i,rs:,bd‘

s and
$

lelrlx't‘-%f $e

0. unl€

falle

oR K

e o A e S

~

The €Hw

vel,

VorLume VIIL—No. 15.] COBOURG, CANADA, FRIDAY, OCTOBER 18, 1844. e [WaoLe NumBEgr, CCCLXXI}Z

GOVERNMENT EDUCATION IN IRELAND:
A CHURCHMAN'S APOLOGY,

OR CLERICAL PLEDGES STATED WITH REFERENCE TO
NATIONAL EDUCATION, IN A JUSTIFICATORY LETTER
TO THE RIGHT HON, S8IR KOBERT PEEL, BART., FIRST
LORD 0_!‘ THE TREASURY ; AND IN ANSWER TO HIS
PUBLIC CENSURE, IN PARLIAMENT, OF SOME OF THE
IRISH PRELATES.

BY THE RIGHT REV. RICHARD MANT, D.D.

Lord Bishop of Down and Connor, and Dromore.

. “I do not deny, that some of the Irish Prelates have
isplayed an over-forward hostility to the system of
ational Education,”—Speech in the House of Commons,
August 6th, 134

“HEAR Thi CHURCH.”—Mar. xviii. 17.

Down and Connor, and Dromore House,
Belfast, August 10th, 1844,
Ricur Hoxouranre Sir,—With all due respect for
the eminent and dignified position which you hold in
er Majesty's Government, I presume to crave your
attention to the following remarks, which arise out of
& recent occurrence, wherein you are represented to
ave been concerned, and which, although they have
‘“‘m‘flediate personal relation to myself, are infinitely
-+ ‘Mportant in their general bearing. In the pro-
th 1gs of the House of Commons, Tuesday last,
€ 6th of August, an honourable Member, Captain
9 el, is reported by the Dublin Evening Mail of the
hth’ to have spoken thus concerning the hostility ex-
‘lblted by the Clergy to the Irish National Schools :
€ would give two strong instances of the feeling
Chtertained by the higher orders of the Clergy. The
1shop of Down and Connor preached a sermon, in
Which he denounced the system of national education
::  means of inculcating Deism and Mahomedanism.
- fter this, what could the Clergy think of a system
is US denounced "  And in answer, Sir Robert Peel
ci:eported to have said, “I admit, and I regret the
3 xl‘:_‘:"fmanc_e, 't.hat some of the Irish prelates have
tion‘ ited hostility to the system of national educa-
den. I do not mean to deny anything. I do not
il y ‘h’i.t some have displayed an over-forward hos-
1y to that system.” In the words thus attributed
ou, Sir, there is no mention made of the Bishop
him nwn nnd. Connor,' but it can hardly be, that to
- ﬁ‘;lﬂuslon was intended. And conscious as I
tility ¢ t I have on various occasions exhibited hos-
forw"; the system in question, not however *an over-
obeg; ostility," but strictly within the line, and in
€ce to the requisitions of my duty, and imposed
v by the circumstances of my position ; willing
such l: I.a.m to share with my brethren the blame of
sl Osltlh.ty, I am fain to avail myself of this occa-
motj or laying before you, Sir, and before others, my
o 'VES to the conduct which has incurred your public
€nsure,
& (I): the first place, however, it may be as well for me
Ourabs]erve’ that the assertion attributed to the hon-
Ea € member is not agreeable to the fact. The
« hon, which he quotes, takes no notice whatever of
ﬁshls;\? and Mahomedanism™ in connection with the
ational Schools. However I may condemn
9se schools, such is not the ground which that sermon
e8 for their condemnation. This may suffice for
;o Ongurable member’s correction and information.
£ Wlthou.t further notice, then, of the parliamen-
t“n-itpl'oceedmgs‘ w}.nch. have afforded me this oppor-
g“’“:d of self-vindication, I enter at once on the
S8 on which my hostility has been founded.
<3 tructed of a particular argument, viewed
woulq _Ur or five different aspects: any one of which
oy . Uffice to obstruct, whilst all in their combina-
% 8ent an accumulated and insuperable obstacle
Natioy Co-operation or connexion with the Irish
"al Board of Education.
ly 'e;narll;lt before I enter on this d'etail, I would brief-
uet are | that the.sen‘uments .whxch actuate my con-
Merely o novelties in my mmd., nor put forlh now
fe"ioualo Meet a particular occasion. During a pro-
my ryl life of more than forty years, they have been
ear]je,e of conduct on the subject of education. To
M0 by kye?!l’s they prompted me to take no undecided,
e .. ard, no inactive or slothful, though an hum-
Nltig:r:, I seconding with my feeble efforts the
Ngiey 4 Schools of England. During the latter
it .3 Of the period, or rather during such portion of
 the Institution has been in existence, they have
cﬂﬁted Me to discountenance and reprobate the
ek aed National Schools of Ireland. Alas! that
Alaey 2me should be given to such: an Institution!
ltten; : at public avowal should be (.hus made of an
of !Oupndto 1mprove a nation by education, independent
I : religious instruction !
°pti.o 0 proof and in exemplification of my early
Ples, | “.;md continued maintenance of these princi-
fage fn:" L take the liberty, Sir, of transcribing a pas-
Kinaloe“'] a charge which I delivered to the Clergy of
“Th 10 1820, the first year of my episcopate :—
© education of the poor ought in my judgment
v civ;fg"dEd by us as the instrument, not of political,
Prov, OF merely moral improvement, but ‘of religious
furghe Ment: our great and ultimate object in the
rance of their education should be to establish
Pl'ac‘:;::er brethren‘ in the knowledge, profession, and
4 moof the Christian religion, * pure and undefiled.’
and gy re steadily we proceed upon this principle,
Of this o‘:?re successfully we labour for th-e attainment
adyan Ject, the greater will be likewise the other
vam:ges Whlc'h our efforts will comprise. Such
“ltiﬁes are either necessarily involved in this great
% tla.te object, or may be easily rendered inci-
tica) no:]lt' If we improve our scholars in a prac-
®Vitap) edge of genuine Christianity, we must in-
the .0 aKe them better members of society and of
timg , 10 all their various relations : at the same
th i:t We 8o improve them, we may also initiate
1t dogg "8eful branches of human knowledge. But
Appear to me, that to make the poor decent,
correct in their civil and social relations,
¥ considered,—still less does it appear to
to make them good writers and good arith-
bs iy th‘_ls the proper rule and scope of our exer-
to Deglecy €I education. Qur business is, not indeed
MDortay these advantages, all of them more or less
Myt &nc;' and some of which, as I have already said,
llsine:ther? may, and probably will, follow; but
Make them! Mainly and above all other things is, to
Svery othe 890d Christians. To this consideration
Subgy, et r'""hlch can be named, is secondary and
behoveg u " And soon after it was observed, * It
Our e .i:, My reverend brethren, to beware, lest, in
of the ortemmne('l efforts to improve the condition
Port o proz we be Inadvertently engaged in the sup-
Make shi Jects, which, if they do not cause them to
Ble ¢, m Pwreck of the faith’ altogether, may entan-
time expoln dangerous delusions; and at the same
Pel gy ¢ i:ek'fo hazard the true profession of the Gos-
fity and e Ingdom, identified as it is with the secu-
Such o fare of the National Church.”
: ﬂ,hdl;’nls t}.le principle on which I have always
B Which I have admonished others to act,
that i {€tion of the people: the principle, namely,
el .on“"n, to be of any real value, must be founded
to jitg Pr;rll;ea" on sound. vievys of religion, and direct-
mitee Otion.  This principle I understand to be
ore us, an anl:l Prosecuted by the Board and system
e t erefore I copdemn and reject them.
ume spemﬁc' ob.]ec.tlons however arise out of’
.o o which I just now alluded; the in-
Iy st iy, hamely, of the Board and its system with
hureh o m obligations to the Church, the United
’;(;Od’g ngland and Ireland. And in the hope,
Vith e ©IP, of making this clear, we will now, Sir,
Permission, “ Hear the Church.”
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1. Before I was admitted to the holy office of a
Priest in the Church, the ordaining Bishop, by the
Church’s directions, solemnly charged me and my
brother candidates in this wise :—* The Church and
congregation, whom you must serve, is his (Christ’s)
Spouse and his Body. And if it shall happen the
same Church, or any member thereof, to take any hurt
or hindrance by reason of your negligence, ye know
the greatness of the fault, and also the horrible pun-
ishment that will ensue., Wherefore consider with
yourselves the end of your ministry towards the chil-
dren of God, towards the Spouse and Body of Christ:
and see that you never cease your labour, your care
aud diligence, until you have done all that lieth in
you, according to your bounden duty, to bring all such
as are or shall be committed to your charge, unto that
agreement in the faith and knowledge of God, and to
that ripeness and perfectness of age in Christ, that
there be no place left among you, either for error in
religion, or for viciousness in life."”

This, Sir, is a sort of epitome of my ministerial en-
gagement, of my “bounden duty,” most sacredly en-
Joined upon me, in order to my admission to the priestly
office, by God's Church and his appointed commis-
sioner. It is a criterion therefore of any enterprise,
which may invite my services; and they ought, I ap-
prehend, to be given or denied, according as the enter-
prise may be subservient or opposed to that injunction.

This criterion then 1 apply to the composition and
conduct of the Institution before us. I perceive that
it is distinguished by an utter laxity of religious prin-
ciple; and by au indifference to all definite professions
of faith, and forms of worship, and rules of holiness:
and that thus it gives indiscriminate and promiscuous
support, encouragement, and means of propagation
and extension, to the opinions and practices of all sorts
and conditions of men, however at variance among
themselves, and however peculiarly distinguished by
corrupt doctrines, or an ill-constituted and imperfect
Ecclesiastical polity, or a defective, deceitful, and im-
pure code of morals. And I then ask myself, is such
an institution calculated to produce “agreement in the
faith and knowledge of God, and ripeness and perfect-
ness of age in Christ ?” Is it calculated so to operate,
as “not to leave place among us, either for error in
religion, or for viciousness in life?'’ Is it calculated
to promote “the end of my ministry towards the chil-
dren of God, towards the Spouse and Body of Christ#"”
Such questions as these I cannot answer in the affirm-
ative to my satisfaction. And therefore my conscience
bids me, not to associate myself or co-operate with this
Institution; nay, more, not to be silent or backward
on fitting occasions, in setting forth its proper charac-
ter: lest it may “happen the Church or any member
thereof,”” specially lest it may happen any of those
“who are committed to my charge,” “to take any hurt
or hindrance by reason of my negligence’’ in this be-
half; through an influx or aggravation of the evils, the
opposites of the blessings which it is my “bounden
duty” to endeavour to produce, so as “never to cease
my labour, my care and diligence, until I have done
all that lieth in me” to produce them.

Thus, Sir, it is my object with respect to this ques-
tion of education to obey the general charge which I
received from the Church at my ordination, and to
‘“beware,” that, in so important a branch of professional
obligation, “neither I myself offend, nor be occasion
that others offend.”

2. But, to speak more particularly, when I was ad-
mitted into the holy order of the Priesthood, and after-
wards when I was admitted to that higher ministry,
which I have now for the last twenty-four years holden,
however unworthily, in the Church of God, this ques-
tion was proposed to me by the Bishop in the former
case, and in the latter by the Archbishop, “ Are you
persuaded that the Holy Scriptures contain sufficiently
all doctrine required of necessity for eternal salvation
through faith in Jesus Christ? and are you deter-
mined, out of the said Seriptures, to instruct the people
committed to your charge, and to teach nothing, as
required of pecessity to eternal salvation, but that
which you shall be persuaded may be concluded and
proved by the Scripture ?” And in each case I made
answer, “I am so persuaded, and have so determined
by God's grace.”

By this criterion again I have been wont, Right
Honourable Sir, to try the claims of the Irish Board
of National Education to my countenance and appro-
val, to my confidence and co-operation. By this eri-
terion also, I have been wont to deem it worthy of
my censure and condemnation, of my repudiation and
rejection.

It might be indeed, that if I, as an individual, chose
to connect a particular school with the Board, I might
by some modification or compromise of the Board's
regulations, and under certain conditions and restric-
tions, procure permission to teach the children of such
school the doctrine of the Holy Secriptures in the vol-
ume which “ God has caused to be written for our
learning,” and which the Church declares to be the
only vehicle of eternal salvation through faith in Jesus
Christ. But for me, Sir, according to my sense of
duty, this does not suffice. I seek and claim the
power of instruction in the Holy Scriptures for all
‘““the people committed to my charge.”” I seek and
claim it for all the people in my parish, as a parochial
mivister: for 2ll the people in my Diocese, as a Bi-
shop. For one and for all I claim, that in whatever
system of education may be provided for them, I may
have the privilege of giving, and they may have the
privilege of receiving, the great charter of their salva-
tion in the written Book of God.

But, taking up this topic in a larger view, I would
say moreover, Sir, what I have elsewhere said, namely,
in a charge to my Clergy of Down and Connor, in
1836, that this Irish system of national education,
with a specious aspect of neutrality, is constructed
on principles of real hostility to the national, the
Anglo-Hibernian, the true Catholic Church of this land.

For, first, the volume of the Holy Bible, as a whole,
—not in detached, selected, accommodated passages,
but as the Holy Bible itself, is not adopted in this
system for the universal instruction of its scholars.
but is withholden from their hands and from their
knowledge. Now a free use of the sacred volume is
allowed by the Church to all; and the use of it
accordingly is more or less a regulation and a practice
of constant occurrence in"her schools. This with-
holding then of the sacred volume is opposed to the
Church’s principle of a free use of it for general and
elementary instruction; and is a concession to the
Romish principle, which withholds it from general
use among the members of that communion, and does
not permit its use for the education of the young.

Further, the true character and rightful claims of
the Holy Scriptures are not put forward or admitted
in connexion with this system: but, whatever impor-
tance may be attributed to the partial lessons drawn
from the sacred volume, the sacred volume itself is
not recognised as the sole, unrivalled, exclusive cri-
terion of faith: as that word of God, that written
word, which suffers no collateral traditionary doctrine
to share in its distinctive character, and no paramount
authority of an infallible interpreter to pronounce ab-
solutely on its contents. Such a recognition, Sir,
avowed or understood, of the pre-eminent authority
of the Holy Secriptures, as a criterion of faith, ought
to form the basis of every system of religious educa-
tion: and a system, the patrons and conductors of
which have not avowed, will not dare to avow, and
cannot be understood to admit, such a recognition, and
which accordingly carries with it a degradation of the
Holy Scriptures from their legitimate station, is not de-

serving of the countenance of any minister of the Church.

3. But the stipulation of which I am speaking,
Right Honourable Sir, as having been made by me at
my ordination, both as a Priest and as a Bishop, whilst
it provides for scriptural, prohibits also unscriptural
instruction, as required of necessity to eternal salvation.

Now, Sir, it is universally notorious, and it will not,
it cannot, be denied or disputed, that to the twelve
articles of the Apostles’ Creed, have been added twelve
other articles of the creed of a certain local or Italian
Bishop : that whereas, in the Church’s language, the
former * ought to be thoroughly received and believed,
for they may be proved by most certain warrants of
holy Scripture,” the latter are grounded on no such
warrant of holy Seripture, but are constructed of hu-
man traditions, sanctioned by a human decree: that
the latter, notwithstanding, no less than the former,
are bound upon the belief of all Christians, by the Bi-
shop of Rome's assumed authority; and that they are
thereby pronounced necessary to salvation, and such
as that without a belief of them no one can be saved.
Thus they constitute an' indispensable ingredient in
Romish education. To these, then, by the means of
education which the National Board supplies to the
ministers and teachers of Romanism, it gives aug-
mented energy, currency, and stability; so that, by an
adoption or complacent recognition of that Board, a
criminating conscience would convict me of acquies-
cing in the propriety of teaching an unscriptural, an
anti-scriptural creed, such as in the Church’s judg-
ment, acknowledged as it has been by my own express
persuasion and determination, ought not to be taught.

4. I pass on to another question propounded to the
candidates for priest’s orders; “Will you be ready,
with all faithful diligence, to banish and drive away all
erroneous and strange doctrines contrary to God's
Word?"" To which, in the order of consecration of
Bishops, this sentence is added, “and both privately
and openly to call upon and encourage others to the
same?"’ And in each case the answer is, “I will,”
or “I am ready, the Lord being my helper.”

Now the erroneous doctrines which the Church had
here principally in view, were doubtless those which
she has expressly condemned in her Articles of
Religion: such as “the Romish doctrine concerning
purgatory ; pardons, worshipping and adoration, as
well of images as of reliques, and also invocation of
saints;"’ the five commonly called Romish sacraments ;
the doctrine of transubstantiation, and “the reserving,
carrying about, lifting up, and worshipping of the
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper;” the doctrines of
the sacrifices of masses, and of the right of denial
of the sacramental cup to the lay people, and of the
Bishop of Rome’s authority in this realm. And if to
these I were to add other doctrines in a contrary tend-
ency, I might specify such as are subversive of all
rightful authority and due subordination in Christ's
Church: such, again, as are subversive of a Christian
ministry, and of the Christian sacraments: such, again,
as consist in annulling the value of the Redeemer's
sacrifice, and disenthroning the Son of God, aud abol-
ishing the personal entity and sanctifying operation of
the Holy Spirit of grace.

These doctrines, Sir, and other erroneous doctrines,

whatever they may be,—doctrines such as “miay not | single argument, contemplated however under several
be concluded and proved by holy seripture,”’—doc- | aspects, of the incompatibility of my engagements to
trines such as the Church disallows and repudiates, | the Church with an approval of the National Board. |
it is the engagement of her ministers, that they will | Looking at the subject under these several aspects, |
be “ready with all faithful diligence to banish and !

drive away "' the parochial Clergyman from his parish,
the Bishop from his Diocese ; the latter being pledged
withal, “both privately and openly, to call upon and
encourage others to the same.”” If then a system of
education be introduced into the land, whereby error

is maintained and set forward, shall we, the Bishops |

and Clergy of the Church, take part with its propaga-
tors? Shall we wish and bid them God speed?
Shall we even sit quietly by, and refrain from raising
a warning voice to “such as are committed to our
charge,” lest, by the hope of some temporal good,
they be seduced into spiritual evil ? God forbid! In
such a case as I am supposing, surely, Sir, it behoves
the ministers of the Church to redeem their pledge :
surely it behoves a Bishop “to call upon and encour-
age others to the same.” Whether this be the case
with respect to the system of instruction now under
consideration, is best known to those who are best
acquainted with the namber of its schools and schol-
ars, the quality of its patrons and superintendents,
and the nature of the instruction which it is the in-
strument of communicating. My own persuasion,
that the system is mainly devoted to the dissemination
and confirmation of religious error, is a powerful
motive to my hostility.

5. But there is another point of view, wherein the
Church instructs me to regard this question; and I
will take the liberty of referring to it, in the language
which I used, in 1820, to my Clergy of Killaloe:
“ Professionally speaking, my Reverend brethren, we
bear a two-fold character: we are ministers of the
pure and apostolic branch of the Church of Christ
established in this kingdom; or, to speak more correct-
ly, we are ministers of the gospel, agreeably to the
sense of our National Church. That religion we
believe to be sound religion, that we believe to be
genuine christianity, which is embodied in the Liturgy
and Articles of our Charch. To that form of our
holy faith we have solemnly declared our willing and
spontaneous consent, inasmuch as it is altogether, and
in its several parts, ‘agreeable to the word of God :’
and conformably to this we have obliged ourselves, in
our holy function, to ‘give our faithful diligence,
always so to minister the doctrine and sacraments,
and the discipline of Christ, as the Lord hath com-
manded, and as this Church and realm hath received
the same, according to the commandments of God ;
so that we may teach the people committed to our
cure and charge, with all diligence to keep and observe
the same.””’ It is not then religion, according to any
confused and indeterminate notion of it; it is not
Christianity, according to the system of this or that
individual or sect: but it is the religion of Christ, in
its several departments of ‘doctrines, sacraments and
discipline,’ and that not only ‘as the Lord hath com-
manded,’ but ‘as this Church and realm hath received
the same, according to the commandments of God,’
which we are commissioned to ¢ teach the people com-
mitted to our cure and charge,’ to bind it upon their

belief, and to interweave it into their practice. And

accordingly it is the religion of Christ, thus distributed
and understood, which we are required by our profes-
sional obligations to take for our guiding principle,
and our ultimate object, in promoting the education
of the poor.”

This, then, Sir, being another of my clerical obliga-
tions, I am solicitous to observe it in all practicable
cases, and so far as circumstances may permit; cer-
tainly I am not disposed to abandon it, as one for the
observance of which I have ceased to be accountable
to G(fd and his Church, to whom I have solemnly
promised that “T will give my faithful diligence al-
ways' to observe it, “by the help of the Lord.”” From
the constitution and the proceedings of such an
anomalous and heterogeneous board, as that of the
Commissioners for Trish National Education, I cannot
calculate on cordial assistance for the discharge of this
Fesponsibility, even if I were assisted to discharge it,
n common and on a level with those, whose efforts
are directed to a different end; but, however this be,
as a minister of the Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic
Church, established by God's good providence in
England and Ireland, I do not hold myself at liberty
to surrender or compromise the Church’s digity ; 1
do‘ not hold myself at liberty to be instrumental in
bringiog the Church's authority under the cognizance
and control, and submitting her teaching to the dicta-

I

tion of those who are oppugners of her doctrines and |
schismatics from her communion. Thus I keep aloof
‘“from their secret,” and unite not myself *to their
assembly :"" associating myself, on the contrary, with
my brethren, the Church's ministers and lay people,
who, under the auspices of the Church, are lubouring |
to promote righteous ends by corresponding means.

6. All these, right honourable Sir, are distinct stip-
ulations, each binding in itself, and by each of which 1
I am bound to regulate my professional actions.  Bat, |
moreover, when the candidate for the several orders
of the ministry has pledged himself to God's Church
for the observance of these and other stipulations, the
examination is completed and closed by a solemn con-
Jirmatory prayer in his behalf. For then the ordain-
ing Bishop thus invokes the divine blessing on those
whom he is about to admit to the holy office of the
priesthood : “Almighty God, who hath given you this
will to do all these things, grant also unto you strength
and power to perform the same; that he may accom-
plish his work which he hath begun in you; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.”  Or then the con-
secrating Archbishop thus invokes a blessing upon
him whom be is about to ordain to the episcopate :—
‘“ Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who hath given
you a good will to do all these things, grant also unto
you strength and power to perform the same; that,
he accomplishing in you the good work which he hath
begun, you may be found perfect and irreprehensible in
the latter day, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.”

The prayer strengthens, if possible, the previous ob-
ligatious ; for that, which we pray for from the Author
and Giver of all good, it is our part to contribute our
efforts for procuring; and surely we cannot but be
deemed parties to the prayer, which is thus put up in
our behalf.

Upon each of these occasions, Sir, I have been the
subject of the appointed prayer; and thus, whether
as a Priest or as a Bishop, whether in the ministration
of a parochial cure or of episcopal superintendence, I
hold myself still more deeply engaged to the fulfilment
of my obligations previously contracted. The purport
of those obligations, in respect of the question now
before us, has been already stated and needs uot to be
repeated. Whatever has been said concerning any
one of them, is here, by the instrumentality of this
most solemn prayer, brought to bear upon all with
combined and concentrated force : so that the petition
for God’s grace, offered by the Church in my behalf,
that I “may have strength and power to perform” my
promises, and may thus, in these articles of ministerial
duty, “be found perfect and irreprehensible in the lat-
ter day, through Jesus Christ our Lord,” may be well
alleged in consummation and conclusion of my argu-
ment, that an ArprovArL oF THE Ir1sm NaTionar Ep-
UCATION IS INCOMPATIBLE WITH MY STIPULATED OBE-
p1ENCcE To Gop v His Hovy Cauren.

V. Such, Right Honourable Sir, are the grounds on
which 7 justify my opposition to the Irish National
| Board and System of Education. In so doing, I have
refrained from various topics, which might be, as they
not uncommonly are, brought into the discussion; and

| I have for the most part limited my vindication to the

suggested by my ordination' and consecration vows, I
remark generally, that the National Board does not
admit the principle, that sound religion is the legiti-
mate foundation and true end of education: that spe-
cifically, it tends to discourage religious union and ed-
ification, ecclesiastical order, and incorrupt morality;
it restricts the knowledge, and depreciates and degradcs
the value of the Holy Scriptures; it patronises, dis-
seminates, and confirms erroneous doctrines; and is an
offence and an injury to pure Christianity, as professed
““in this Church and realm, according to the command-
ments of God.” As a Minister of the Church, in
pursuance of my *“bounden duty,”” and in fulfilment
of my solemn stipulations, I take my stand on these
grounds. On these ground I vindicate my reprobation
of an institution, of which I could not approve, with
which I could not co-operate, in which I could not
acquiesce, without being self-accused and self-con-
victed of sin.

VI. In making this statement, Sir, I speak my own
sentiments: 1 have no authority to speak for others.
Nevertheless I hazard an opinion, that these are in
the main the sentiments of almost the entire body of the
Clergy of the United Church of England and Ireland
in Ireland: and I express my confident belief and
trust that they are, with very few exceptions, the sen-
timents of the respectable body over whom it is, by Di-
vine permission, my honour and happiness to preside;
and with whom, in conjunction with many of our laity,
I have recently had the satisfaction of co-operating in
two acts, whereby they have formally attested their
sentiments: 1, by seeking, for the prosecution of
Church education in their parishes, parliamentary aid,
which their consciences forbid them toreceive through
the National Board, but to which, as Ministers of the
National Church, and for the benef“t of their people,
specially the members of the same,_they hold them-
selves in reason and equity entitled; and 2, by winning
honour to themselves and golden opinions, not only by
the efforts which they are continually making in com-
pliance with parochial and diocesan claims, but more-
over by an extraordinary exertion to second the liber-
ality of a very Reverend and estimable dignitary of the
Church, in raising a special endowment fund for pro-
moting the invaluable enterprise of the Church Edu-
cation Society for Ireland. For a diocesan contribution
of £1,100 for that righteous purpose, you will pardon
me, Sir, if I am fain to take this opportunity of pub-
licly expressing my sense of obligation to the Clergy
and laity of my diocese, as well as my humble and
hearty thanks to Almighty God, who bas given them
the ability and the will.  But surely, Sir, in the mean-
time it is passing strange, that of all the inhabitants
of this portion of the United Kingdom, the only class,
which is thrown upon their own unassisted resources
for the education of their poor, are the members of
the United Church of England and Ireland: and that
the. only cause of their being precluded from public
assistance is their faithful attachment to the principles
and injunctions of the Church. May God forgive you,
Sir, this wrong!

VIL Instructed as I have been from infancy, in the
duty, and trained up in the habit of honouring my gov-
ernors, it is with no small pain that I find myself in a
predicament of disagreement with those who are “in-
trusted with Her Majesty's confidence. Baut in a di-
lemma between the demands of conflicting duties, 1
prefer that which is the more imperative, not deem-
ing it “right in the sight of God to hearken unto you
more than unto God.” Thus my. course has been
chosen: and having been, therefore, visited with your
reprehension publicly, before the assembled Commons
of Britain, I have ventured on a public vindication of
my conduct, and have endeavoured in this letter to
make a plain declaration of my motives: in delivering |
which, as I have spoken openly, frankly, undisguisedly,
and unreservedly, so I trust that I have spoken also
temperately and inoffensively, and not without becom-
ing respect to my own station as well as to yours,
And so, with an earnest prayet that it may please
Almighty God to enlighten the eyes of our understand-
ing, to correct us wherever we may be in error, and to
guide our steps in the way of truth and righteousness,
I beg Jeave to subscribe myself, Right Honourable Sir,
your very faithful servant in Christ,

Rp. Dow~ anp Connor, AND DROMORE.
The Right Honourable Sir Robert Peel, Bart., {

&c. §e. §e.

THE CHURCH A HOME FOR CHILDREN.

(From the Christian Remembrancer, )

The subjective view of Church-fellowship we think
of wonderful importance in the case of children.—
Indeed, we believe its full practical force can never be
wholly realized by any, but those who have been
trained from their very childhood to Lve in it—to Zive
on it, as the natural atmosphere of their spiritual life.
Human hearts are not flexible enough to adapt them-
selves to a new home, with the fond feeling with which
memory clings to the home of childhood.  Full-grown
imagination cannot throw such a lovely, mellow, glow-
ing, peaceful light, as once beamed on heér dwelling,
around a second home. Just so no up-grown man or
woman, instructed never so well in the theory of
Church doctrine, can so realize the Church as the
home of a self-denying discipline, as a child can. It
is when the heart is tender, and the will flexible, and
the affections quick, and faith implicit, that they ean
be so made consciously one with her, that they never
will go out from her. And this alone (when it is
remembered that hers are the promises) might be
enough to show the great importance of early training
in this and kindred truths.

But far more than this: we hold that the doctrine
of Church-fellowship is absolutely and primarily ne-
cessary to a religions education: that it occupies #e
prominent place among all revealed doctrines, (and
we shall soon show that we are not speaking on our
own private judgment, or unsupported by authority),
in the training of the infant mind. = This we hold 10
be the first abstract religious truth which a child can
realize. It is, we know, (as has been remarked in one
of our late numbers), extremely difficult to get children
to realize spiritual truths. In one sense they are
more subject to the visible and tangible thun grown
persons, It is all but impossible for them to lay hold
on the unseen. The distant future is unreal mistiness
to them. Tt eludes their grasp, and fades away from
their eye.  And so of other hidden things; they form
but a fleeting image of them all.  Bat, if there is one
truth which belongs to them especially, (as the fifih
commandment of the ten is theirs), it is that of which
we speak—the Fellowship of the Saints, the bond of
Spiritual Brotherhood.  This coincides with all they
know, and have realized, of things that now are.—
This speaks to their experience.

For what do children know? In the abstract
nothing: not even themselves. They know themselves
only relatively. They do not contemplate themselves.
Good children do not think about themselves: they do
their duty naturally: they are obedient, kind, affec-
tionate, without knowing it: they act with cheerful
readiness at the bidding or wish of another, without
the consciousness of acting: they live in the conscious-
ness of others. Others know them by name; they
know themselves by name, only because others call
them so.  This is not their real notion of themselves:
leave them alone and they will class themselves by
relationship.  For instance; we meet a little child in
the lanes of Dorsetshire. = We ask, “ Who are you,
little girl?” the answer comes, *Please, sir, I'm John
Smith’s little maid." Tt is not the great point to her
that she is, by herself, Emily, or Bessie, or Mary,
individualized: she is her father's “little maid,” and
as such she describes herself. The conscious exis-
tence of such children is as members of a family: they
know very little of themselves, and still less of the
world in which they live; but they do know the mother
that bare them, and in her smile they are happy; they
do know the father that supports them, and in his
favour they rest satisfied : their brothers and sisters
they know, and double all their joys by sharing them
with them ; and all their little duties are instinet with
the life of love from these home influences: they can-
not stand alone, and treat with independent persons :
they cannot make a compact: no, they are children
first, and then obedient, loving, trustful: first brothers,
then kind and unselfish brothers.

Such is their chosen position—chosen for them by
unerring Wisdom; one every way suited, with all
admirable tenderness, to their infant capacities. What
can be more fearful, then, than that the very first step
in spiritual knowledge should put them in a position
contradictory to all the feelings which their (providen-
tial) training has fostered ?—if stripped by the un-
natural cruelty of a cold-hearted system of spiritual
brethren, and torn with ruthless presumption from the
home of their Heavenly Father, they are told of con-
ditions of reconciliation. Thus are they constituted
independent insulated individuals; and bid to make
terms for themselves.  Unaccustomed and unable to
contemplate self, they are bid to look for the evidence
of faith, . e. if they are supposed to have it. Other-
wise they are bid to believe, and they do not know
what it means. It is explained: that only turns igno-
rance into perplexity. How can it be otherwise, with
such explanations as make faith be both every thing
and nothing?  Then they are told fearful things about
their own wickedness (hating good things, e. g.) which
they know to be false; and thus again are they led to
contemplate themselves in search of this monstrous
chimera.  So it turns out that a good, amiable, sweet,
simple-minded child's first directly religious instruc-
tion is often its first step towards moral ruin.  All the
beavenly instincts which constitute childhood a type
of Christian perfection, are suddenly checked by the
rude violence of an uncongenial doctrine. They were
being gradually developed under the appointed system
of domestic discipline; but just when they should be
exalted and purified by being exercised on higher and
holier objects, they are suddenly cut across; miserably
thrown back and stunted, if not wholly destroyed. 1If
any life is left it must put forth its vigour in collateral
branches only: the main shoot is industriously pruned
down.  Those traits of character which in every-day
life imperiously claim admiration and love, are thought
to be no index of latent spiritual capabilities; and
teachers sigh over the thought of so much amiability
and “seeming goodness” being compatible with a state
of simple guilt and condemnation, when they have
never once endeavoured to develop what they love and
cherish, into the divine virtues of Faith, Hope, and
Charity. If any children happily escape the stunting,
deadening effect of such a system, it is becanse they
follow (not wilfully, but by higher guidance) their
inward instinct for truth rather than a false outward
teaching.

But let a child be first instructed in the doctrine of
Church Fellowship, and not only will those evil con-
scquences be escaped, but his natural faculties, and
especially those which have already been drawn forth
by domestic relationship, will be harmoniously deve-
loped, and led upward from the known and familiar, to
the unseen and awful realities of the spiritual world.

First, let him be conscious of a new relationship, |

and then he may come to understand to whom he is
related.  T'each him that he is a child; and then, with
the keen spiritual perception of love, he will set him-
self to learn his Father's mind and will.  T'each him
freely concerning “the brotherhood,”—the word will
fall with no strange inharmonious sound upon his ear;
the thought it clothes will come home to his heart as
a familiar guest.. He will fall naturally into the ways
of ‘“the household;” will feel himself to be one of
them; will claim his portion in their knowledge, faith,
hope; and take his share of their duties of labour and
patience.  This, it seems to us, is the only order of
teaching by which the mind and heart of children can
be religiously developed. It is, as we have seen, the
order which pature suggests; and, of course, the
susceptibility of her suggestions, with which man is
endued, sufficiently indicates the duty of following
them. But it is, moreover, the order which the

Church lays down for her teachers. Ske has put first
the doctrines of membership and adoption, and led her
learners up, through them, to the higher wysteries of
the Faith.  She has given a chart for the guidance of
Infant Pilgrims along the heavenly road ; and, if men
would more humbly and quietly ask of her, there would
not be so much doubt and perplexity among the diffi-
dent, nor.such fearful error among the self-confident,
about the first beginnings, or after course, of those
committed to their care.

It cannot be an unimportant fact, that, in the second
(it may be almost called the first) answer of the Cate~
chism, children are taught to know themselves as
“members of Christ, children of God, and inheritors of
the Kingdom of Heaven.” No sooner has the infant
catechumen responded to that name, whieh indicates
him to belong to the Christian household, than he is
at once led to a full declaration of his membership, its
manner, its object, its end. And, what is particularly
to our purpose, he is not taught the doctrines of the
Catholic Church, and the Communion of Saints,
ubstractedly, as they are put in the creed, but relatively
[ to himself,—*“ wherein 7 was made a member of Christ,
- a child of God,” &. He is gently transplanted (if
| we may be allowed the expression) into a new home;
\ or rather, he is taught that he has another Father,

other Brethren, a heavenly, spiritual, home; for neither

is he toru away from his former home, nor is that new

home, to his understanding, really new: he has grown

up in it from the day of his spiritual birth, but now
| first the sweet cousciousness of his higher relative
- condition flows in upon him. He has two homes;
and the blessed duties, affections, energies, and hopes
of the one are gently and gradually transferred to the
other, there to live and grow for ever, when the endear-
ing ties of earthly unities shall be dissolved. ~ Those
pure instincts which came from heaven, were not
intended to be wholly drawn forth, wearied, exhausted,
on the changing objects of a transitory world. They
will be satisfied with nothing short of a heavenly end,
an Object Immutable, Everlasting. But pure and
heavenly they are even when exercised on (appointed)
earthly objects. By the temporary discipline of
domestic rule, they are being trained for their ultimate
and ever-enduring purpose.

Such is the order of the Church’s teaching in the
Catechism, and so teaching, she does but follow the
example of our Lord Himself, who has taught us to
begin our petitions by a recognition of relationship to
 Our Father” in heaven. This holy prayer she bids
her little ones first learn; to breathe that tender Name
as their first offering to Him that sitteth in Heaven;
then to confess their belief in Tlim as “the Father
Almighty ;" then to learn their duty to Him.

If parents and teachers would but follow this order,
we believe that to convey directly religious instruction
to children would not be found nearly so difficult as
many persons now imagine it: but then it must be
done honestly and fully. There must be no lowering
down of the high and confident language of the
Catechism to the faithless fears so natural to persons
brought up in an almost heretical system.  And, again,
it must be no mere theory.  Children are very quick
in discovering any approaches to sham: they are better
logicians than men give them credit for; if they see
the necessary consequences of formal teaching neglec-
ted and despised, they will soon begin to think the
premises are some unreal expressions, taught to them,
but not true to those who know better.  And this will
hold, whether the inconsequence is seen iv the con-
duct of others, or felt in the training to which they
themselves are subjected: if (e.g.) they are treated
like irresponsible beings, (not now in a state of salva-
| tion from which they may fall by sin), or as if they

were less responsible than grown persons for real exer-
! cise of will; as if (@ e.) there were any other limit to
| their responsibility than their more restricted know-

ledge, and less vivid consciousness of acting. (We
| use the word in the strict Butlerian sense of an

‘“action.””)  Once taught that they are children, let

them be led to expect that the conduct of children is
i required of them: and once instructed in the doctrine
| of “the Brotherhood,” let themn be taught to love it,
! and to rejoice in every outward symbol of the unseen

Fellowship; to look upon all that binds Christians
| together, all that unites brother with brother, the living
{ with the dead in Christ, as tokens of a great reality.
| So will their spiritual knowledge grow with their natu-

ral growth; and they shall behold the land that is very
' far off, not with the dim uncertainty of intellectual
| conjecture, but by the substantial evidence of a sacra-
| mental faith,
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SOCIETY FOR THE PROPAGATION OF THE GOSPEL IN
FOREIGN PARTS.
79, Pall Mall, Sept. 7, 1844.
| During the last twelve months upwards of 100 2ddi-
tional parochial Associations have been formed.
| Of the many combined efforts which are being made
in the Society’s behalf in various parts of the country,
few have been more systematically carried out, and have
| at the same time proved more successful, than that of
' the Doncaster District Committee.
| It is hoped that the results of the recent exertions
| made in that district, may he an encouragement to the
| adoption of similar plans elsewhere.
[ At the meeting of the Clergy of the deanery of Don-
caster, convened in last March by the Venerable the
| Archdeacon, it was agreed to divide the deanery into dis-
" tricts; in each district one Clergyman undertook to ar-
range with the neighbouring Clergy for the preaching of
a sermon in their respective churches. At the same time
it was resolved to press the formation of parochical as-
sociations, and the more general circulation of the So-
ciety’s publications, with a view to obtain stated paro-
chial collections. To assist in this object it was recom-
mended that meetings be held in the course of the year
in sixteen of the most central parishes of the district.
¢ In a communication from’ one of the secretaries, dated
August 21st, he writes :—
| + “The plan was adopted by the Clergy in March, 1844 ;
and it affords me much pleasure to state, that out of the
forty-eight places mentioned in the districts, sermons
have been preached, or meetings held at forty-one; and
at the other seven places, either sermons or meetings will
be had in aid of the Society. In many of the parishes
_ parochial associations are about to be formed; and so
| general is the wish to render farther aid to the Society,
 that the Archdeacon will shortly call together the Clergy
| of other parts of his archdeaconry, to propose a plan
, similar to the one adopted by the Doncastcr Committee.”
| The following address from the Bishop and Clergy of
| the Diocese of Toronto has recently been forwarded to
| the Society :—
“To the Venerable Society for the Propagation of the
Gospel in g'oreign Parts.
| “We, the Bishop and Glergy of the Diocese of Toron-
to, in the province of Canada, have much satisfaction in
availing ourselves of the opportunity afforded by our
| presence at the episcopal visitation at Toronto, to present
our united expressions of respeet, gratitude, and affection
| to the Venerable Society for the Propagation of the Gos-
! pel in Foreign Parts.

| _“No circumstance could more forcibly remind us of
this duty, than the mere fact of the assemblage of seven-

| ty-three Clergymen on this interesiing oceasion ; for out

. of the number now gathered together to receive the epis-
copal charge, not fewer than one-half have been, or still

| are, indebted for their maintenance as missioparies in

| this colony to the generous and unwearied benevolence
of your Society,

“Nor can we advert, without lively expressions of
| thankfulness, to other instances of your Christian sympa=
! thy for the wants of this extensive Diocese,—in the
| frequent donations to Churches which have been made,

and in the liberal provision which you have established
 for the assistance of candidates for Holy Orders in the
prosecution of their studies.

“The Society have been the honoured instruments
| under a gracious Providence of ‘sowing in these domin-
| 1ons the good seed of the Word; and when we look to
‘the already great and gratifying augmentation of the
| number of the clergy, the rapid inerease of church-ac-
| commodation, and the growing spirit of devotion to those
sanctifying prineiples of “the truth as it is in Jesus,’
which are inculeated by the National Church, we may




