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o, mop Clions being over, cheerfulness pervades society
‘as eve € and people are as ready to invest in real estate
In Magre, A ver)r excellent bust of Sir John A. Macdonald,
8o0q DumOf Paris, by a local artist, is the form in which a
N ‘be:' of Torontonians have been purchasing real
Uring the past week.
- » *
the “::her concert by the Toronto Vocal Society, under
A""il. €Tship of Mr. Edgar Buck, comes off on the 21st
Son, ¢ members are hard at work on several four-part

% mo,
for inge. ¢ Of them old favourites ; such as ‘Caller Herrin’
Stance,

T,

- - *

freay honour has been done a young Canadian com-
thiy ’cic T. Clarence Lucas, a son of Rev. D. V. Lucas of
‘S{Ocinyi'rc“‘t the annual meeting of the Manuscript
h‘)lk' the momposer's of the United States, held in New
L cas emtfershlp of which is limited to one hundred,
h,%ing t atsel"t In a few selections from his compositions,
) With; his name might be proposed at some future

g "N a few years. To his astonishment his name
‘se‘l'ce yohce Placed on the list of members, an honour
Soupy, EVer before bestowed, and one of which his
Progg’ 38 well as the young composer himself, may be
": Lucas has published several compositions,
p Ool“ew an operetta on a subject of the Clueren-
Q“btedly" Canada will hear more of her gifted son, un-

t”la hﬂs in

- . .
o Canadian premier ever written a novel ?”
. (:-‘.Carter 'l‘ro.op in his lecufre on Lord Beaconf-
o Ournl?on' naming seve.ral titles for such contri-
lterature, one being ¢ The Hon. the Sen-
. Thmari-o”-, @ la **Mr. Isaacs of New York,” and
Yie th: Il:'ilsm'ng Letter.”
Temier were to ‘rush intq print’ now, he
, b“letl:le‘e .“ success of the season,” not only for
for wide world. ‘

su .
8 a spur that Canada’s literature languishes ?
* * *

. .
Ure on Lorg Beaconsfield by Mr. Troop would

pwaer s

\ . R
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do credit to a much older and more experienced man. It
is a sketch of a great statesman’s life by a clever hand.
And while the lecturer does not see fit to hide his own pre-
dilections both in church and state affairs, he deals justly
with the subject he has in hand and glozes nothing.

The lecture was marked by many sallies of wit, a good
deal of fire, and a perfect appreciation of all the points the
lecturer wished tomake. The literary gifts and productions
of Disraeli were well and truly estimated. Mr, Troop
evidently thinks for himself, and is not led by the clique
that saw nothing but feathers and fustian in Disraeli’s
writings.

A graceful delivery, and, except when too rapid, a clear
enunciation, distinguishes Mr. Troop’s method, and he pos-
sesses that rare gift, a clear and penetrating voice.

* - »

The death of Rev. K. L. Jones, rector of St. Mark’s
Church, Barriefield, has removed from Canadian litera-
ture an earnest and graceful pen, which will be sadly

missed.
* * *

1 copy from the daily papers:—¢* City Clerk Blevins has
received a letter addressed to the ¢ Town Clerk, Toronto,
U.S.A.” It came from the Town Clerk’s Office. Corpor-
ation of Dublin, and accoropanied the first volume of the
ancient records of Ireland’s capital.

One can fancy the ‘junior’ who addressed the letter ex-
claiming, ** Where’s Toronto, anyhow ?"” pulling a big old
Atlas down, hunting up Aortk America, running his finger
over the map, seeing ¢ Toronto’ at the edge of the lake, and
sagely concluding that all North Amerca is United States,
‘anyhow,’ addresses the letter accordingly.

Canada 1s, however, rapidly teaching the world better,

* » »* .

Some remarkable pictures have a place in the Royal
Canadian Academy just opened. Mr. G. A. Reid, the
painter of ¢ The Story-tellers,’ has another canvas, * Family
Prayer,” which cannot fail to add to his growing reputation.
Before the picture was removed to the society’s rooms,
Mr. and Mrs. Reid entertained a few invited guests toa
private view at their salon ; a treat to be desired, since the
furnishings and arrangement of the rooms are in the highest
artistic taste, and contain many rare and beautiful things.

- * »

Another picture, ‘¢ The Silurian Gates at Elora,” carries
its Canadian nationality on its face, and will be a revela-
tion to natives as well as strangers in showing them one of
the numerous scenes of beauty with which we are so
richly endowed, even in this province, which some have
contemned as not picturesque. In this picture science and

art meet, geology as well as painting,
The Canadian 4istorica/ painter is yet to come.

- * *
An important meeting on behalf of Art was held at the

Architectural Sketch Club’s rooms the other day. A de-
putation from the Central Art School met the Trades’ and
Labour Council committee ‘to discuss art training and its
relation to operative classes. After free and full discussion
of several relative topics in connection with production,
Mr. S. M. Jones, a member of the Art School Board, the
Art Students’ League, and the Ontario Society of Artists,
spoke at length on the value of art in technical training,
and among other important points made the following,
which deals well with a much-vexed question that has for
a long time been agitating the Education Department and
our School Trustees. Mr. Jones said : ¢ That technical
education is a necessity for young Canada it were useless to
deny, but that the general taxpayer should be called upon
to fulBl the duties of the employer by teaching each ap.
prentice his trade—after hours—or rather attempting to
teach him, after the apprentice has exhausted his vitality
by ten hours drudgery at some section of his calling, is a
purely commercial idea of justice and wisdom. In fact,
the whole modern system of quasi.apprentlceship seems
but a cunning device of the big exploiters of labour the
world over to force down the standard of quality, because
it is more profitable, apparently, to make a large quantity
of indifferent goods than a smaller of more solid quality.”

“ We are contending,” said Mr. Jones farther, ¢‘for a
separate, not necessarily an antagonistic issue—namely, a
more thorough and genuine training of the whole of the
citizens in the rudiments of art proper; fur the artist and
the art workman, that he may the better produce objects
of true beauty, and for the purchasing public also, that
they may learn to judge more justly and appreciate more
keenly what constitutes true art.” Mr. Jones probably
did not know that he was expressing, if not in so many
words, the very plea put forward by the late Prince Con-
sort for the collection of manufactures gathered together
in Birmingbam in 1850, which was the parent of those
great exhibitions which have since studded the world at
intervals, educating the people and encouraging art pro-
duction in a manner before unknown. Local exhibitions
such as our own have degenerated into mere bazaars or
tairs; but if their original conception were restored, as it
ought and might be, we should soon see a corresponding
growth of appreciation of art among our people that
would bear valuable fruit as well commercially as educa-
tionally. -

S. A. CurzoN,-



