
36THE CHRISTIAN., MLRRtO.R.

CHRISTIAN PHILOSOPHY.
RELIGION TRUE PHILO.'OPIUY.

R1ELIGIONI deserves tihe namne cf phiiosophy for tisl
important meaçon. It is certainiy the nîost sublineý
sturiy, antd cais forth inta exertion ail] the nobicet
powcrs anti faculies of man. Every other study
is mrrch, liiniteti in its exte-nt, ari fouls ialiniteiy
below this in the importance afilUs pfaectice. Most
of tire studies in which Men. sQrzrrd tire best part
cf their lives, are oniy amusements; sorie of them
are chiidish, ani soea of them egregiorrs triflIes,
andi very feiv cf themn tend te aniy thinq usefut.
A great nqmber of threm aie butaof very littie ser-
vice ta thé worid, ari of ne great prorit or satis-
faction ta tire an himscif. Thcy are most of
thirer aly se far advantageotis as they keep nff
the tediousneas- andi disgust of life, wbich arise
frais i-dleness. They are ativartageaus sa fat as
they occupy the mind, andi net as preventires of
great vices or crimes. Btut religion leatis the,
mind to tire moet sublimé andi elevateti studies,
simd, whem properly dïrectert, must have a. very
eommaadi-ng inlurence aver the liTe..

The phillosophera- of al([- rankleti their.profession.
-very high, as they profr-ssed ta ha emipicycti in
the strady cf wisdom ; our modern philosophera
otilt retairi the niane, but saime of thear Ileve'very
mucit narrowad thea circie cf the sttidy.. Tai<e
religion eut cf their strîriies, andi ]et us examirne
whrt remains behmnti ta dirgnify, theià labours wtii
the paine of 'wismiomn. 'Pire study cf tire uni.verse
i. certainly a sublime ccnpat;on. The coûtema-
piatiase cf tibe -tvorls cf nasture, their laws,~ thair
connections, and rlcpenderrcies, is an excellent
ampicyrnent- for the buman mird': brt~ if mve stop
short--if tire mind neyer. rises- bayant tira mare
-warkmanship, it becomies a lit'eiass, a barren, and
a dead stmrdy.. Uniass yau connect it with thre
great Author andi the Fiist Cause of al), what ac-
count canyiou- give-of its origin antd preservation ?
What hope can- yomr. have' in ils centinuance ?
Iaw can.yon. accourit for the savarai appearances,
if you remnove-the Creartor fromn bis works? Wbea
ycu look rip iâo the beavens, and cantemplate
tire glaots bodies that. are. piaced tire-their
magnitude, tIhair order, thiri harmony,. andi thair

co sis ombers-you ses a magniitcent bui.ld-
ingg but witromt an inhabitant, without indlUl-
gence, without gootines,. witbaut an animaticès
principie te give life andi joy te thre %vitale.. 0

Withcut religion, that is, without a Suprema
Being, andi bis perfections and providence, it is a
vast sîlent expane, filleti with innumerabie bodies,
*but without pewver:t ta phoiti, without wisdom ta
govern, ani .vittiout* gacriress to cainfort.

Mari, by the assistance cf- science, antd many
modern imnpravemncnts in, thre mechanîcal.arts, liras
carriad bis reseaichas te an amazing extent. Ha
IWa discavereti man.yo ettwendera inthe heavens
-nw. planets, içew moons,'and new stars ; andi
bis discovamies, so fat fiomexhaersting thre subject,
eniy serve ta conviace hum, "irt thre markwo ethe
Creator are: inexlsaustible-:- the forther that im-rovetents carry tire aight,.youasestilI wrew worx-

da~ isin beiinti, the circie of creatiprn spreairg
.ierr der, till tire mind baceures ovarpow-

ered witb tie contèmplations.
Again, wilh. thes ait! cf the saine glasses:acfinl

in an apposiie direction, contrractin.- mocre a.
moré bis viewr a tbe examinatian of tire miautest
particles of maUaer, andi the imailest forin cf sni-
anal iife,-new -macdams haro again open. Yeu
cannot limit even-tie miairteness cf these maies:
andi the giearer yeu examine, -tira more arder andi
perfection yen discever isaihe sinallest paris, Now,
cap, anky moni stop short oDfsuch'an*enquiry? Cap
has fast satisieti withoul asking immaelf, wbo'nade
andi. regratates ait thea,. trings ? Who pravider
for tihe menti afatithesa exeaturesl Wbatskili.
mirat wmisioa and what gactinegs do we finit here
Would yenr cati it wisdom ta naglect thesa en-
turias, andl wouid you cail it-pliiosop4~,aot t<
féel, andi acknowiédge, and adore tirete periNc-
tiens, whîcb are haro discoverable in. ettary par
cf these works?

Hem mseless andti rnfruitful is the stady c4 thi
warks of nature, that daes net land tire mind.tr
Gati? A Iter feeling tire mnd. entraptureti witi
tha contemplation cf. perfect puwer, wisdom, sni
goodnrrss,, >vicb are manifest every wbere-.to etc1
immeffirateiy stert, ta look forward ta ne Ciragta
or Gavemnor, is ajoyicas andi mortifying study,ani
Overstrreads, instantly, those raptures with saclan
çholy and gloom.

I1.ow imucl more rcasorvsbie andi sublime is thre iriace-the flower assu.mes a sickly irue-the pre-
spririt of thre Chiristian phrilosopher, ttiat directi; t'le gress of disease ativances with fearful rapidity,
minri ta the great First Causre »I He sees every-riercys
where almni.hty power, irîfinite wisdonm, gacrlnessa d eeysccecding day hears- its distrestsing
and love. H-e sees in Arrtlor wortlry of Iris work tcstimarrY, that Ille lovely viCti isf rt aPProac-
-and h. sees ife sari inrtelligence in vvery part in- lier final destiny-tili at iringlir, amidst the
of t-bis vat fabrit,. He Ber,. Man in his proper srosant! tests of afflicted relatives, lier spot.
station, inferior to rnanay otrrr createti existences, îeîp ib wo2,t
andi repenriant for every tift- on Goci. Thtis is.. t ap lgtt hs Il~t
the Tannk that the Gospel assi"pia bint, eri suita- WIt manisian% wbcre, lhere s ne sickiics 1 nor sor--
trie ta the stition that he occupies. rom, for palin.

_____________-______ The uncertainty cf life appears ' 1so in the case
iThase pcrsons iwho have rcgarsarly la/ccir tie of the premrature death cf ilit aqpiring- youth,

frs4lIree irimbers of"' Tte Chriîstian Nirror,11 ad- wiro, acîrrateti ly the rrobir't rnotivts ia the pur-
dressed lu ihmrmthe Pott Offices in tâfir respect- suit or liiterary andi scîantfic attainments, iras rde-
ivo vJ.iirilies, are respecifully irifoeuied, ika4 tirir voted bis youthttul tiblys to stnidy, andi his niglits
nomrs. have becr entereniin, aur srrbscrr,.lron boni, as ta thie coutmlto Itoasijcsi bc

subc,-btr. J, ton lacs rher 11 reele geis is sou[ delighted;. brd> intense application, andi
ardauppoialed. thre Post Sraiters are eruthori3ed anrdonadtdéiet xlbsprtdufvu-
earnesit rtqitesteloreciesbiitinadfr abiy on bis ticlicate constitution. andi bas ultimate-
________________________________ ly lerminateti iri an early tomb.,

r Aar#irer,, ta " fortune andi ta finie unknowvn,»
(ZIIvrov -possessei- cf the ffirat brilliant naua bilitias-,

____________________________________yat surroninded by the mort abrject poveîty anti
MONTEAL -rHRSDY, -OCTBER , 141.want-bas stru.gied for some tLine vitb adversity,
MONTEALTHUSDAY OCTBER7, t41.with sicknoss, andi with sorroav ; but, rat iength,

Iike the bendiag wiliow,. was uprooteti by tire
t THOUGI-TS ON l)EATH. Storm :

TieEnE iS ne trrtb Witbiq tire rangce cf bumancoR-
ceptian. of more importance ta mon, tran that cf-
ten- raiterateri scriptural anmtnciation : c It is ap-
pointe i m na once ta dia, but aliter inis tire
jurI-ment,"-'.ant yet, tire is, periraps, ire suir-
ject conriecteti witb the existence cf mana littia
tlrougirt cf as DEÂTII -aitiraug tbe absalute car-
tninty of it dees, rader peculiar circumstances,
sanretimes force ilseif upoib the most tlirôtrgttess.
anti inconsitictate.a

In aniy life we seldanm rajlact rpn deatir.
Whule in the posiession cf haalth, andi engagati in

-the pursurit cf pîeasure, or of business, car meiaris
are se intensaly raccupieti tbat me fi nô place
for sucti gloomy associatiens ; anti tîrus we ad-i-
vance fiom youth ta mrmniood, ia tire ardent. pur-
suit of wealtr, of pleaqu:e, or cf fame, apparentty
uncoascieus nt the daatiny wbiclr awaits ris in.' arr-
otirer 5tate oI retributive existence.

Death, the telentIéss enemy cf man, i. never
satisllati. Ha selects his victims witbout pity,
anti siays train witimt remerse ; like an urryilt-
ing tyrant, he glaties inthe intensity cf the suf-
ferings cf humanity, andi sports witlr tire agoaizing
àhzieks of those wbose naketi spirits are la a few
macients tu stand la thre prasance of the Juige
eternai, immortal, invisible, tbe only mire Goti.
We ina; bedulge ins ail, the- gaiety anti thought-.
louibati, cf life,-vpe may frequent tire tacEt fa-
shioniabie and caiblivating places of amusement,-
vie may tiecorate, eut persanis with al] tiet is eie-
gant andi costly,,and we mnay aspire to-tie bigbest
honour and ' distinction amongst mnn-we may
t' seek tire bubbie réptation et the cannon's
mouth,"l-and in the mnitial of aIl,. thare is semae-
thing, on reflection, wbich la calculatel to "d-ink
op aIl Or jays"--the brevi.*y altia trcerleinty of
humnait lie.-

The lite of man is justiy representeri by tire
passiag shadow, the draoping- lomr-wirich ap-ý

*pear for a marnent, anti tiran vaîrisir away. How
>short tire lice cf the* prattitng infant-tre mrother's
je aY It « bit aars on thre theatre o fetie n mo-
ment-la a few' tisys, or montirs, it sickans, anti
it dies i The youtirfül niair, to, *in aIl the love-

tliness cf bier portion, anti amîebiiity cfhier charac-
ter and disposition, sping up like a flower, uit-
à%iding its beauties la -*Is- pogres-captîv.ating&

r the-affections et' tearirr. parent@,. and thre admira-
i tien cf tirose whoa.are iibteresteti in boer welfare;
- but, elnr.steîmpetceptibly et frrst, a change takes

Knoivled.-e ta bis oye. is ample page,
Rich with the &pols cf tinse, didât nc'er unr-ci

Cbilipenury meprebt hie nebler rage,
Antd froze the gal current cf bis sou).

To avery reflecting mndt, deatir is a sciemai
umbject. When mue vien tira deatîr-het cf a

friand, and witacra tire restiess asrxiety. cf tire sui-
ferer-the piercing looks wbicrh ie rsm arouarl
bim-the baaviag cf bis paipitating .beast-
aur deepcst sympathies are naturally awakepneti,
but more' especially, if ha be crac wir bas liveti,
hbiitually caraless cf etamai conséquences, withi.
omit Gaz! anti mitircut hope la the 'world. Ther, *
qs that 9t tIre frantic saul raves roiind thre WaIl$ of
is dlay tenament, turne ta each avenue andi seeks
relief, bmrt eks in vain."

A deatb-bed is.a detecter cf thre beart; wve-are
this moment ini limne, tire next ini eternity ! W.
stand upon tira shore, reatiy te.ianach away: tire
ualcaawn anti hountiless ocean aI eternily is belote
us, witir ail ils glanies or ils hetrors-and in a few
maomants weabhali realise ait thakt %me -have hecard
or reati respecting that uiitriegl 'state #;f existence.
Tire thauglit alsucr a chartgd!tp-lhe man who has
negiecteti bis éternel -inter-est. upt te tbis soblemia
iraur,- muai. be agenizinir in tire extrema !fI h ira
beer remaricet tirat men cf strong msaa fréquent-

ara ani lest great fortitutie andi beroisin et the iip-
proacir oI deatli, anti that thay dia lîke brave mn.
But-hiow much- b 'etter ta be eafabied te say, ira
dict ably like a Cirristian. There i.but ana e--
rnedy fer the ultimata ramovaI of death's tevtera,
and that is, the sactificial atonarnent of tire Sa-
rieur. The appication of bis aten6g merlUs ta
tie guutty circumnstances cf.th. sinnar, cen aica.
?enroye tire appreliensibits ef future wmath, anti
enable tliejustilled.believer in rapture to excim,
cc Thanits bie to Goti, %vho -givetir us the victary,
tirougir our. Lord 3asus Christ.ee

Deatir is ne respecter of persoas s-tre youtt-
tire ageti-the nable-the ignable-the peasant,
anti the. ence-all-ai must bau te ils atema
autirority. -

Tire late mystariaus dispenaration of Providence
,-in tire removai, by uleali, of tira justly lanienrteti
!Laj<,S YnENrrÂu-bas ledl us to-theso-rellection.
This higirty gifteti Nablman appears te bave ap-
.pliedl ail. tire énergies ef hbis. capac tous mind ta
,Mature and carry.eut those great andi értensire
plans fer tira fritute prosparity and ippn 'cf

ngis orfion of the Britiir Eirpire-aiid


