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it to \Viliiai to post. Hastily glane-
ing at it, Julia saw tliat it hal the
Paris ;ddr(es, and rightly concluled
thtat it wis for M. De Pontes. Lady
Eloist ieturned to the sofa, and, hury-
ing her ilushing face in tu soft
cushion, softly murmured " Oh ! what
-will he thiik of mue "

rime literally flew now for Ladv
Eloise. Site feit the colis now rapidly
closing1. arounid lier. Bitter was ie
disappointment at receiving not evein
a message froint Paris. and sie wats
obliged to con fess, with burningr
blushe' that ier object iad inscarried.
So, hiaving, as site supposed, lost M.
De Pontes' regtar.he s ltîly resigned
heirseif to her fate, so thtat the Coun-
tess vas surtrisedi as wvell as relieved
at her daughter's appartnt indtiffer-
eniee to eoiuîng events.

The lawyers wtre now ealltt in to

prepare tite settlemetnt. lT it was
that Lrd Dolphin had nîothter hac-
chanalian aigie ail btv hîimîself in his
ownVi room. Hle was tol byv his pr'o-
fessional iait that the Earl was very
imicil d isa ppoi 11 ted and ehlagrailned at
the smtailIn'ess of tie sun thtat le
eouîld bring into the settleiient.

This woulld nlot have disturbetl his
lordship in the slightest bal the
information not been accomnpanied by
tbe intelligence that the Earl was
onlv able tob in a few thousand
pounds hiiself. "Stunped agalin
by G-" lie exclaiied. " Just mny
luck latelv Why, it's only a beggar
girl I a iarrying, after all. So the
obil Cllap was disappoîinted at the
sinallness of iy fortune, was le ?
Ha L ia lia Well, thlat is rich.
That is wly he wVas so anxious to
mtake ume his son-in-law, was it ? I
r'eallv thouglt it was on account of
ly owni aimiability of character. Ha
la! lia!"

Hie at one time thouglht of throwing
the whole job up, as lie expressed it
but there was the absorbing idesire to

possess hier that lie experienced. Be-
sides, as he reflected, parents of late
years had slown an indi s position, for

various reasons, ta tlrotw tieir daugh-
ters at lis head, and lie concluded that
lie muiglt nîot do0 even as well.

As the Earl pacel the floor of his
ilrary tiat niighit, far into the morn-
ing, piale anit1 dejected, he bittel
reproachtd iiiself for not having
seen to the settiement before the
engagement wvas matde publie and inl-
vitations to tihe weldlinga' were issued.
He hal btei so sure, however, of the
extent of Lord Iolphin's patrimoa)ny.
How le could dissipate Ï2,50,000 with-
in eiglt 'ycars wNvas beyond the Earl's
oitipre iension. He tried to console
liiself with the thoughlt that there
wÉLs soimetiig substaitial left, aind
thtat, periaps, after m îîarr'iage le would
settie doiwn ani take car o f It.

It wvas a Septmber sunt that now
stone o Payne Hall, as earriage
after cariagc olled oit tir wvy to
the chturch.

a Don't she look bootiful, Jiii," said
an urclin who was gazig through
the stile as the carriage containing the
bride elect passed.

Ys, resptondtet d Ji : i but sie. is

just like the statoot of the woai I
saw in Lunnion, whiter n'erl snw.

Five days previous to tIis M. De
Pontes retured to lis apaitmeits in
Paris front the north of France, wliere
he hatd beenl sent to quel an antici-

pated disturbance. His ieart ttrilled
with deliglit as lie observed a letter
awaiting him iin a w eil-known fmuiale
haid-writing Hastily opening it he
observed tiat it was dated over three

weeks previausly and read as follows
Payne Hall.

My dear Fiiend,
Do corne to me at once. I am in great

danger and diétress. It may affect )ot too.
Do - ot delay. ELttisE.

He hastily began preparations for
the journey, and having obitained
leave, started early the next iorning,
anti, travelling niglt and day, lue was
cnabled to drive up to the iinnî near
Payne Hall as the gaily capar:stned
equipages w'ere rollinig to the clurch.
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