. *{7,3 o ‘On the Hiftory of ‘the Aicient Pc?ﬁtm}.
me credit fo¥ many aflertions, which on this' occafion’ it “is impolfil.
rove; for _I:..{hod%’d ill deferve vour ipdulgenrattentibn;'if I vx},)g ﬁbiﬁut?
1t by repeating a dry lift of detached words, 'and ‘prefenting you with a voq
cabulary inftead of a differtation’; but, fince I' have no 'f'y‘{ter'r'x'to‘ maihtairi?
and have rict fuffered tmagination to'deludé my. judgement;' fince I have
habituated myfe]fto, fprrp"o'p_'i‘nid.x'xs' of men and 't'Hir'igs' from evidence: which
is the only balis of ‘civil; as experimént is of natural knowledge; and fince
4 have maturely confidered the queftions ‘which'l mean to dicufs; you will.
not, I am perfuaded, fulpe€ my feftimony, or think that I go too far, when
Taflure you, that I'wi]l sflert nothing pofitively, which I am"not able ftis.
fattorily to 'dex_i'xb_ﬁ{trjate;’."?N'heﬁ MuHAMMED was born; and ANv/sur'Ra-
‘va’w, i/:{hOihhd_,é&\l}"S thé Jjuft King, fat-on the throne’of: Pevfia; two lan:
guages appear to have been generally previlent in ‘the great emipire of Trin;
that of the Court, thence natned Deri; which was ouly 4 refined dialef of
the Parsi, {o'called from the province, ‘of which $Ad7az ‘is'niow the capi.
tal, and that of the’léarned, in"which ‘moft books ‘were compofed, and,
swhich had the name’of Pghlav!, either from the héroes, who fpoke it in fors
mer times, ‘or from Pahlu, a tral of land, ‘which includéd, - we are told,
fome conﬁddfab‘le"_'t;‘it‘_i‘e’s_ of Irdk: the'rudér dialéfts of both were; and, -1
believe, fillare; {poken by the rufticksin feveral provinces” and id-many.
of them, as Heérdt, Zabid, Siftan and others, 'diftin& idioms were' ‘verna-
cular, -as it hdppers in every kingdom of gteat extent: ' Befides the ‘Pars
and Paklavz,a very dricientand abitrufe torigue was kndwn to the priefts ad
philofophers, called the language of the Zend, becaufeabookon ‘religioiis'and
mora] duties, which they held {acred, and which bore’that namie, *had been
'written in it; while'the’ Pdzend, or comment on. that {vork)’ was: conipol-
-ed in Pdhlgvi, asa more populatidiom’; but a learned follower of Zsra'-
qusuT, naméd BAuMAN, whg'lately died'at Calcntta, where he had-lived
with me ds a Perfian reader about three years,” aflured me; that the letters of
Jhis prophet’s book were properly.called Zesid, and the langdage, ‘Avéfia, as
. the words of the Véda's arc Sanfcrit, andd the charaters; ‘Nagars; 'or-as the
old Szga’s-and poems of Ifeland were exprefled'in Runick ‘letierst let us
‘however, in compliance with cuftom, give thé name of Zend to the facred
language of Perfia, until we can'find; as we fhall very foon, a fittér appel=
lation for’it. " "The Zend and'the old Paklay? are almoft extinét in Iran?f
for among fix ot feven thoufand Gabrs,” who refide chiefly at ¥¢zd; ard-in
Cirmadai,’ there are very few, who can read ' Pahlavs, and {caice any, who
«€ven boaft of knowing the Zend: while the Pdrss, which remains almoft
purein the Skéhngmah, has now become by the intermixtiire of numbei-
fefs Arabick words, and many impergeptible changes, a new language exqui-
{itely polifhed by aferies of fine' writers in profe and .verle, -and analogous,
‘to the different 1dioms gradually formed in - Europe after the {ubverfion of
..the, Roman empire: but with modern Perfian wé havé no-concern’ i OLT
_prefent inquiry, ‘which 1'confine to the ages, ‘that preceded thi€ Mohamme-
dadn conqiieft, ."'"Having'. twice read the works of Fikpausi’ with great at-
_téntion, fince I'applied myfelf to the ftudy of ‘' old Indian litetature, L'can
' aflure you'with confidence, that hundredsof Parsi nounsare’ pure Sanferit,
. with'mo othier “change than fuch as may be ‘obferved in thé numerous bhd-
fha’s or-vernacular dialééts, of India; that-very many Peyfian imperatives
86 the'toots of ‘Sanftrit verbs ; and that even‘the moods "air‘xd'-t‘enfe}bf;;’;
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