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PUBLISHERS’ NOTICE.

Our agent, Mr. 0. Aymong, will visit Ottawa
and all places on the Q. M. 0. & Q. R, to Hoche-
laga during the nest tortnight, for the purpose
of collecting subsecriptions due to this paper, and
obtaining new subscribers.  We trust that those
who are in arrears will make a special effort to
settle with him.

TEMPERATURE

a8 observed by HEARN & HarrisoN, Thermometer and
Barometer Makers, Notre Dame Street, Montreal,
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THE WEEK

Tae news of the. termination of the
war in the Transvaal would have been
welcome on almost auy terms. As it
stands, however, it is impossible to
shut our eyes to the fict that the war
has been in its result an absolute
failure, and that a large expenditure of
money and blood has gained absolutely
nothing. The terms of peace amount in
a word to the acknowledgment of the in:
dependence of the Boers in return for an
acknowledzment of the sovereignty of the
Queen. That there never was any un-
willingness on their part 1o acknowledge
such sovereignty may be gathered from the
tenor of the criginal petition to Her Ma-
Jesty.  DBut, as we said before, peace on
whatever terms is most welcome, though
it seems a little hard that Sir Georce
CorLey and s0 many other brave men
should have laid down their lives for an
idea, and that idea never consummated.
And, if we sympathize most, as we na-
turally do, with the sufferers of our own
race and country, w» may feel a pang of
regrit for thesuffering entailed upon a brave
race whose only countention was for that
loyal independezce which the Government
has been driven after all to grant them.
And we capnot even console ourselves
with the thought that even if we do not
know * what they killed each other for"
at all events “ it was a famous vietory.”

WE have a genuine grievance, and one
which we recommend to the attention of
Mr. BLake and the Opposition generally
for ventilation during the recess. Time
was when we had some distinctive pation-
al features, when 'Ariy as he walked down
the Quadrant would unhesitatingly pro-
nounce upon the identity of a Canadian
portrait in the windows of the Stereoscopic
company. Toboggan, snow-shoes, with a
sleigh and possibly a snow-plough in the
middle distance, and an ice railroad
puffing in the background would cven
prw lead many a man to say with Sir
Wiarrer, “This is my own my native
land,” if he happened that is to be a
Cauadian. And yet such a man would
bave to0 much, far too much confidence
in the traditions of his country. We had

reluctantly rome time ago to admit that
snow was to be found elsewhere than in
the Dominion, avd that the delights of
bursting water-pipes and blockaded pas-
senger trains wore nol unknown to outer
oarbarians—but now, with an ice railroad
in St. Putersburg, “ Montagnes Russes”

(which being translated become toboggan
slides) by the dozen in Paris, and, worst
atrocity of all, a snow-plough in Thurin-
gia, which, with shame at our fallen glory,
we illustrate on another page, how are we
to distinguish the genuine Canadion frow
the European variety 1 And thero are
rumours—but these we refuse steadfastly
to believe—of snow-shoes, actually, gentle-
men, snow-shoes—being used in Great
Britain ! Heaven grant that we may be
preserved from this last humiliation.

CoLox1zaTioN is the means by which
it is now proposed to congquer the diflicul-
tiea connected with the journey to the
North Pole. Colonies are to be established
amongst the Esquimaux as near as possi-
ble to the Pole, and gradually pusbed to
the north. Nothing could be more charm-
ing for everybody except the colonists and
possibly the Esquimaux, who may have
objections not hitherto published to being
pushed pole-wands and made to do “all
the hard work,"” as the proposal contem-
plates. The ple:sures of the climate, the
abundance of game and other loxuries,
and the delightful sensations attending
the three or four months during which it
is not necessary to get up in the morning,
or rather when there is no morning to get
up in, will, it isexpected, attract colonists
in large numbers to this favored region. It
is understood that a Syndicate has been
formed for the purpose of providing
proper means of transportation, and that
alternate blocks of territory between
Smith’s Sound and the Pole will belong
to them. This is expected to greatly en-
courage forthcoming settlers, and apphi-
cations for allotments should be made
early to insure attention.

AX amusing scene was provided in thn
House of Lords the other day—and they
don’t have many amusing scenes there
either—by the absent-mindedness of Lord
Deacossrierp. Whether he was thinking
out the plot of his new novel, or engaged
in the preparation of some peculiarly
pungent criticism of the Government will |
probably never be known, 3o faratall;
events was his mind from the consideration |
of purely mundane affairs that he seated |
himzelf upon thoss sacred benches whence |
but 2 short time since he was wont to |
“reign supreme,” and was only re-called :

to a sense of the mistake he had made by ;
the Conservative ery of “ An omen' An;
omen !’ which filled the House. When
he did discover his position the ex-:
Premier joined heartily in the laugh which
attended his crossing to the ranks of the
Opposition.

It is probable that managers of rail-
roads in Russia as elsewhere conceive that
iu setting apart a coupé on their passenger
trains for ladies only, they have done all
that could be reasonably expected of them
to ensure the fair sex that convenience
and comfort which they naturally expect
as their due in travelling the world over.
Neither is it strapze that it has pever
oceurred to the said officials to place any
restrictions upon the behaviour of the
ladies who occupy such compartments, or
to provide, as in the case of the more ob-
Jjectionable male, a special compartment
for those addicted to the consumption of
the fragrant weed. Consequently when a
lady recently at the St. Nicholas Station
in St. Petersburg, applied to the condue-
tor for a seat in the ladies’ eoupé, and
found it for the most part occupied
by lady smokers, and filled with smokn
to an extent which would have rendered
even s mnon-smoking male thoroughly
miserable, the lady wassurprised, and the
conductor wa= in a difficulty. Application
to the chicf station agent revealed the fact
that no rules existed prohibitory of such
indulgence on the part of Jady smokers in
the compartment reserved for their sex,
and the complainant had the choice of
being ssphyxiated with the approval of
Mrs. Gruxoy or of eharing the compara.
tively small space allotied to the few outer
barbarians of the male population who do

‘come into mote general use,

not smoke. For bo it remembered, inatead

of one or more cars set apart for smokers
as in this country, in Russia and Germany
and elsewhere on the continent.it is the
compartmont reserved * for non-smokers”
which is alouo the subject of any restrie-
tion. Our correspondent does not relato
the choice of the fair traveller, but wo may
conclude that she preforred the temporary
society of dreadful men to the stifling
atmosphero of tho sacred refuge of unpro-
tectod females.

Tug applicability of the electrie light to
photographic purposes has been known
for some years, aml made oceazional use
of for the photographing of objects where
sunlight wis not procumble, as in sub-
terranean chambers, or in the night time.
[t is a new thing however to find elec-
tricity in direct competition with the
sun, as the source of light for portrait
photograpny. Mr. J. von Ronzien has
recently armnged his studio in Berlin ox-
pressly with a view to the accomplish-
ment of this object, and has succeeded
bevond expectation. The time of ex-
posure is scarcely longer than that required
in ordinary daylight (from 7 to 9 scconds)
and the portmits are said to be actually
superior in sharpuess of outline and
distinctness of feature, no less than in the
delicacy of their shading. The motive
power which supplies the electricity is a
4-horse power electro-dynamic machine
situated in the cellar of ths house, and
the studio is placed on the first floor, in
itself po small couvenience to those who
are accustomed to climb up =ky-high to the
operating room. [t has been found that
the direct impact of the light casts too
deep and sharply defined shadows, and
to obviate this, the light itself is enclosed
in a parabolic mirror which throws its
beam: upon a metallic reflector of about
13 meters diameter, fastened to the ceil-
ing, thus distributing the lght over the
whole surroundings of the sitter. By
this means the original light power,
equivalent to 3000 caudles, is reduced 30
per cent. The rellector is arranged for
easy adjustment, and the light can be
drrected ab the pleasure of the eperator.
The advantage of the new system in
a  country whem the photogmphcr,
especially in winter time, is so much at
the mercy of fine weather, is very marked,
and the process will no doubt spembily
We givean
illustration of the studio in this issue.

THE SEAT OF GOVERNMENT.

CLOSING SCENES—ARRVIEW OF PROCEEDINGS Lo,

(Froin Onur Special Correspondent
OTTAawa, March 26th, 1581,

On Monday afternoon the Parliamentary seu.
sion was brought to a close by His Excellency
the Governor-Gearral.  The prorogation tank
place with ail the apcient forms, His Exeel-
leney woag driven up in o earriage and four, vs-
corted by the Princess Lonise Dragoons, wha
rede very  well, and loaked verv hand<ome,
At the Parlinment baildings the Foot Guards,
with their band, formed a gmard of honour. A
salute was fired as Hin Excellency entered the
grounds. The day was fine and there was a Jarge
crawd, The cheering waa hearty.

The members of the House of Commons who
had remnined, while waiting to be summoned
manifested great good humour.  The Speaker
was complimented 5 and he being & thoroughly
able man, much above the common, deserved it.
Sir Juhn gave notice that next session he intend-
ol to move a resolution in recognition of the
services of Mr. Patrick, the late clerk, of whom
he spoke in the highest terms.  Mr. Alouzo
Wright good.naturedly remarked that the Oppo-
sition had not followed the advice of the Jate
Abrahwm Lincoln, in that they had * wapped
horges," that is, had changed theit leader, while
trying 1o eross the stream.  Mr. Trow, who was
the acting leader fur this day, Mr, Blake and
Mr. Mackenziv having left, asked the Minister of
Agriculture some question about the Mennonites,
Mr, Pope did not immediately cespond, and Mr.
Kirkpatrick eansnd a good laugh by remarking
thay he wus gathering hix census (sensen).  Mr,
Popr, however, viry well retrieved his poition
by remarking that it wis 1ot everybody who had
#elinen Lo colleet,  Amidat thix geod humour the
three traditiona! knocks were heard, and the
arder given to admit the messenger.  The Black
Ro { entered, with his three profound obeisances,
and stated that His Excellency desired the
presence of the Commons at the Bar of the
Nenate Chamber.

The first and main topic of the apeoch was, of
course, thoe measure for placing the responsibilicy
of coustructing and operating the Canading
Pacific Railway in the hands of a comprny of
capitalists, nn assurupee being oxpressed that
this nct would be followad by the most favour.
able results and securs tho  rapid coupletion Jof
this great national enterprise.  The belief of His
Excellency was further expressed that it would
be the duty and interest of the Company to dis.
wse of nmi canse settlement to be made on their
ands without delay. Buat he added that
his Ministers did net iutend to relax their
efforts to promote immigration.  Further assur.
ance of great importance was given from the
Throne—namely, that the system of free grants
of land to actual settlers would be maintained
in its integrity along the whole lins of the rail-
way, while the beliel was expressed that the
proceeda from those lands reserved for sale would
be sutlisient to recoup the expenses for bailding
the milway, Reference was further made to the
Manitoba Boundary Extension Avt; to the Nat.
uralization Aet; and the Railway Consolidation
Act; of all of which | have given you the lead-
ing features in this serics of letters.

Tha temperance people will be glad to learn
that the Scott Act Amendment Bill which was
pussed by the Senate did wot suecend in puosing
through the House. 1t wns the same with the
Patent Law Amendment B, which the Gar.
ernment did not manifest any desire ¢ pres,
In fact, it was clear that it embadivd at least a
doubtful principle. 1t was really a il to re.
vivea numberol patents, which their owners
had allowed to expive, an i which hy proper at.
tention they might have had oenewed before the
date of the expiry. 1t iva doubtful prineiple
to legislate to cure earelessne s,

The leading fenture of the session which has
closed was the extreme bitterness anid parsistence
of the Oppoaition, under the leadership of Mr.
Blake, to the Pacific Syndrcate measnre, 1t was
attended by a failure ns mamfest as its own bit.
terness and parsistence. At the irsg, some of
the members were shaken by the bolduess and
confidence of the denuncistions ef the measure,
But as the debate went on and the several liney
of argument became more eleariy defined and
handened, the contidense of the Ministerialisty
became streagthened : while it brcame apparent
fremm such outside mantlvstations « f public
opmnion as could te obtained, that the sense of
the conntry was fuvourahle ts the measure, and
that the violent denuncistions apamst it had
failed to enlist avy uctive sympathy—a clear
proof that they were a mistake, Natwithstanding
Mr. Blake's greater bridlianey as s debater, it
yet remaing 10 be proved whether the net of de.
posing Mr. Mackenzie to make way for him was
wise. [t wertainly was not gracious,

I noticed that the a'tacks uwpon the Pacific
Svodicate have already beey mmi 75 & Very pow-
erful handie by thos who have intereit 1o di-
vert the current of imrmigralisa from the Cana-
dinn North-West to the ratlway fands in the
United States. A very sericus injury is thua
done to the country, comparel with which the
mere interests of partics, az between the tue and
the outs, are as nuthing ; and it is ta be re.
marked that whatever other svifs W& may tind in
the pstty strifen of our neighbours across the
frontier, wi da not find this particuler form of
suicide.  There is notling more sensitive than
either capital or immigration.  Both are very
easily frightencd away, amd thus 1t is that the
neighbonrieg conntey is enriched by the folly
or worse of Canadian factins, 11 the sperationy
of the Syndicate conld pow be diseredited by
streams of vitaperation, this country would be
put back for more than a quarter of n century,
and every man in it made poorer,

Thete was ane othier shart pasaage  in the
F!)cvrh from the Thrune, which catls for notice.
The Governor congratul ded the Honze of Com-
mons wpon sutheieney of the revenue,  This is,
indeed, & matter for cangratul i n and aatisfac-
tion. 1t ix a prool of revival of prosperity ; and
a further pronl how very unwise it often is when
men are heated in debate o muke predictions
respecting matters which are gertain to be an-
swered by facts,

The session being over, this letter closes the
series for this season,

-

SCIENTIFIC.

THREE cases of antiquities from Mr. Rassam
bave arrived at the Britiah Muosenm. They uro prinal.
rrlly of obleats found at Keuvanjik and the Nebbt
Younnis.

AT the petition of the Parisian refiners of
beet raot sagnar, the Prafect of the Saine hen proseribed
beea in the neighbaurheod of the city. A single refiner
‘{" the 331k arrondimement eatimates bis losses at 25,000
ranca,

Tue ingenions iden of lighting buoys with gas
has benn unw for amne 1hme demanstrtml 1o bha 0f great
practical valus, A aumlior of them are nitendy in ose,
and one is ubout Lo be despatehet to the Suez Canal.

Woot.— Manufnaturers of woollen goods may
Toak forwurd Lot some time ta o cheap and 1all sapply of
wtol, The fiest nrrivals for 1981 are she grentest known,
being 310,000 trales, ne ngaost 213,000,

Ax examination has tuken place at Brussels
of the raliway employds in onler toinat thelr ayes. More
than one-twentieth o them bave been foun:d delentive,
aud conssquently will ba discbnrgml as bricg unable to
fu!fl thelr functions with a suttlolant avoarity for tra-
vellors,

Tue Lick Oprervartory TrLescoye.—Ths
trustees of the Liok Onservatu-y hava flually olosed the
contractsfur the opteal part of the gront telesonpe.
Theta has baen conddpranie doubt whother 4 refrantor
«r an eno'maus reflector wonld Lo aeleoted, Lt the de.
ciston {s 0 Lavour of the furimer. The oljeot glaes fe to
he three feet In dimmeter, nnd the Clarke of Qawbridge,
Maaa., are to make it for $30,000.




