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A MYSTERY.

The "tremendiousness"of the events which have
traupired in sucli rapid succession of late bas
played sad havoc with the "lnameless" club. It
cannot be said that the several members are any
more wide-awake, or sensitive, than other in-
telligent people, but their habits of observation
bave been Iargely developed, and nothing affords
them more pleasure than to collect and analize
the phenomena of the day, which enables them
to interpret what are generally kuiown as the
"iaigus of the times." Tbey are members of
the cosmopolitan achool, and their penetrating
gaze is of the far-reaching order. There is notbing
contracted about them. Although keeuly alive
to the importance of a thorough knowledge of
home matters, yet the affaira of the m-orld at
large la wherein they most distinguish them-
selves. The extent of their knowledge in this
respýect is simply astonishing. They are familiar
wiih everything everywhere. They are prepar-
ed at ail times to give a decided opinion in re-
gard to almoat any question couceruiug any
countrv under the sun. They conld have told
yon, more than a year ago, as to what changes
would be made in the zuap of Europe ; Stanley's
diacoveries in the IlDark Continent" only cor-
roborated their surmises ; they knew there
would be trouble in Afghan ; that the fishery
award would be repudiated by the United
States ; that socialismn in Germany wonld be-
corne a danger to the State ; that the Indians
of the Far-West would, sooner or later, awake to
a consciousness of their rigbts ; tthat there
would be a ballot revoîntion in Canada and that
the Mackenzie Government would be over-
thrown. They kuow the extent of the popula-
tion, national debt, general resources, etc., of
ail nations, aud tbey have measured the ad-
vancement made by the varions peoples in the
sciences. They have a knowledge of the art
and literature of almoat every country, and they
are prepared. to speak of the system adopted by
each for their encouragement. Stiil, the mem-
bers of the -club are not puffed up with vanity,
but are plain, unassuming people. They are
quiet and inoffensive, and their habita are very
simple. They retire late and fare on the plain-
est diet (from choice, not fromn neceasity). If
there is any one thing that gives them more
uueasy conceru than another, it la the meagre
encouragement which literature and the fine
arts receive in this, their native country. This
deplorable fact haa been to them a grievance of
long standing, and they have frequently endea-
voured to devise a means by which tbe country
nght be aroused from its apatby. It pained

them to behold genius strugghing to make itself
felt amid ail the adverse circumatances which
combined to keep it down. It seemed atrange
to them that not one of the wealthy mien avail-
ed himself of the splendid opportnnity to make
bimself immortal, and hnve bis name honoured
by future generations, by donating a fund
for the endowment of an Art School. Then
tbe Government inight be induced to appro-
priate a bandsome sum annually for the pur-
chase of the beat work of art produced by native
talent. What a grand stimulas that would be !
Then would native genius have something to
hope for.

Thus, tbe friends silently mused, the other
evening, as they sat around the grate in which
the fire had been kindled for the firat tume this
faîl. The countenance of each wore a thought-
fui expression and seemed tonched with a gentle
sadness. The red coals glowed and faded and
the curling sinoke assurned fantastie shaies as
it ascended up the chimney just as naturally as
in winters gone by. Tbe rooma were brlliantly
lit np, but they mlght as well have btaen left ini
darknesa, for the seconds, minutes and hours
went by ail uncounted, except by the little
dlock on the mantle. Slicer was the firat to
arouse himself. Walking over to the sideboard
he poured out some refreshments for himseif and
then invited the frienda to j oin him.

" Autumul; delightful autumu la once more
at baud," observed Fitzwigglea, as he proceeded
to refil a pipe.

"L t la indeed," replied Snuffers, placiug bis
glass upon the table.

"O that youth, aud summer-time wouid last
foiever," exclaimed Heavyseige, haîf mourn-
fully.

" 4A beautiful thought, " observed McGuffinsby.
"We will investigate it some 'er time. "
" Strauîgle Guffy," suggested Heavyseige.

"His own pnns will strangle hin somne day, if

"And mine," repeated Heavyseige.
" For my part," observed Snnffers, rising to

his feet, «'1 amn glad Slicer's proposition meets
with snch bearty approval. I bave long been
of opinion that course of leatures* delivered by
competent persous who have the subject at hesrt,
wonld do an incalculable lot of good. The
people will-"

'«I rise to a point of order," interruptel
Fitz.

"Wc are not the people-it is not necessary
to lecture us."

" Bear with hlm for a moment, friends,"
pleaded Slicer. "LIt may be that ,Snuffers la
just practisiuig a littie. The whole anatter lias
bees arrauged by bim sud nyvself. The firat
lecture is to take place next month ; here are the
carda." Slcer then served each of the party witli
a card upon which was priuted lu clear letters

First of a Séries.

LECTURE.

"THEî Dura' 0F THE STATE To ART,

BY

CLARENCE AUGUSTUS SNUFFERS, EsQ.

"G'(reat gooduess, Suifers, are you mad ?"
ased Fitz, lu astonisbment.
«"No, no," replied Slicer, "Ia begiuning lhas

to be made by some one, sud Suifera bias cou-
sented to ruai the risk of kindling tue fire.

A few days sfter the announcement of Suuf.
fers' inteaîded lecture had been made public,
the friends might bave been seemi seated around
a table lu their comfortable rooms lu solemn
concil. Ail traces of mirthfulness had for the
moment disappeared from Fitzwiggles' face.
Indeed, each looked as serions as a cobler lu a
jury box. Slicer was gazing intently at a inys-
terious-looking 'bit of paper wbich he held'lu
bis hand, sud wbich bad previously been exam-.
iued moat minutely by every one of the party.
1It was a message in cypher. t lbad been banded
into the club ln the early part of the day, and,
upon the outaide was written " Private and con-
fidential." Tbey read, and re-read, backwards
sud sideways; they stndied, and compared, snd
speculated, but no one could arrive at any astis-
factory solution of the curious missile.

"Bah; it's some kind of a love-letter," ex-
claimed Fitzwiggies, after a long pause.

'«No, no," said Snuffers, .«« the more I reflect,
the more confusing it becomes."

"I1 hope it's not one of these infernal distres
wamrnts in diaguise, " observed HeavyJseigen

"It'a My opinion," remarked McGufisby,
'it's nothing more or less than an offer from

some one who wants to deliver a lecture."0
Meanwhile, Slicer bad neyer taken bis eyes

off the paper. His diligence was rewarded, for
hie surpied the party by exclaiming, '«I1bave
it, feilows. By transposing a few of the letters
1 Cali read ' Members of the nameleas club,
your hearty co-operation la moat earnestly de-
sired ln the establishing of a free sud indepen-
dent newspaper. One that will be nntramelled
by party fies, but wiil boldly advocate the wel-
fare of our common coun try on the broad basis
of 'Canada First.' Thiuk well over the matter.
You will hear more from me in a few daya."

" Nothing more than I expected," remarked
MeCGuffinsby.

"1 arn not at ah snrpised, " added Heavy-
seige.

«'Lt wili be a grand succes, " said Fitzwiggies;
"l'Il take stock lu it."
" There neyer was a better opportunity for

sncb a venture," observed Suuffers ; 1"the coun-
try is ripe ; sncb a paper wonld lie haiied witlî
delight everywbere. t could battie for the best
interests of this country, and its influence conld
do more to bel p our cause than aIl the lectures
'bat conld be delivered betweeu this time sud
theday of judgment."

'"We are al lu favour of the niovement,"
said McGuffinsby, "'let us adjonrn."

W. F. MCMAHON.
Hamiltoi.

A MJ•RCILESS CRIME.

"As you are to be my wife, Valerie, for nîy
sake stop flirting with those abominable fops
wlîo attend tîhe parties sîîd receptions tliat are
beiug given now. "

And the speaker, a taîl, bsudsoame young
man, dressed lu au eveniug suit of dam-k brosd-

"You cannot bave thte cousideration foi miy
feelings due froni s proauised biride ;tlîat ia al."

CIHave't I pliglited you my wvlole hieart
once-to yoîî solely ? What else is there for ane
to do V"

CSay tliat agalu, Vaierie; say that you wlii
be mine," said Gerald, stoopiug snd clasping
the wvhite baud whicli lay upoua lier pink nsilu
dress iii bis, and pressing it to lus lips.

,''Al yours, Gerald. Thiere, don't feel slîglit-
ed because 1I now and tlieîîlook at the people
hère. Notinig -,iil conte of it, l'n sure. Now,
Gerald, say that yon are sorry for doubting nic."

CI Veli, then, 1 arn sorry,'' said the' lover,
pressing a kiss îipoin lier alabaster brow ; "suad
I aili try îîot to lie jealoxîs suy nore."

Anîd reseuitiug bis arm to the fair girl, tltîv
passed from the veraudaîl of the itotel iuito tue
parlour.

Lii an sîcove, partly coucealed by draperies,
tbey paused be fore a littie maliogany chess-
stand.

Vaherie kuew the power alie lield, sud slie did
not scruple to cast aide glances 110w sud theu to-
wards an adjacent table, where ast seveiud
Young men playing carda.

The truîth avas she loved society sud excite-
meut, sud avas as unfit to lie the wife of Gerald
Grey (wlio bad a naturaliy jealous dispositioni>,
as hie ws to wed a vir-ago.

CZonnds, wliat a pretty womian that is lu the
alcove, Jack !" remarked one of the Young meni
at the table.

"'You ssy pretty ; why, that la classical
lovelineas. She la our regal higlineas, the qucen
of the place. By Jove ! but you sliould kaîow
bier, Harry. She will miake you giddy-headed
the firat ten minutes, sud at the e;id of hlsf an
hour deapeaately ini love. But tliere la Young
Grey wvho bas lier licsrt snd bmad; lie la ter-
ribly j ealous, so th ey say. "

CI Weli, hie ahould take lier away to some soli-
tary isad where lovera of feutale beauty canuot
apy bier ont."

" He wotild, if slie cared to go. But, Harry,
there is not so much affectioni between tliern as
there miglit be ; at least, not on ber ide."

"4déPerbapa not," responded Harry, ianguidiy.
"Corne, I have s littie sciine lu view. I wil

go and get irily inte, sud play s few notes umîder
the aindow juat to try the eflect upon the ierves
of young Grey."

Accordiugly, the party rose sud quitted the
room, leaving the two. lovera sole occupants for
the time beiug.0

CIThere, titose iuquisitive persous have gone.
Ihope tbey wili learai maunera cuiough not to

atare wbeu they corne again," said Gerald.
léI doî't thiuk tliey didso pur-poseiy. Younug

meu anu8t us-e their eyes," ssid the l'air flirt.
CIBut tbey stared, sud that is au nipertin-

euce tbey will have to aîîswer for," ssid Gersld,
as lie arose sud abruptiy lelt the rooni.

He had not been gone long before the Ion',
nielodions toues of thte CILast Rose of Summu)ier,"
piayed upon the tinte, canme tlirouglb the ain-
dow, sud ebbed sud swelled -with the gentie
eveuing breeze until it seenîed to 1;e very near,
then dicd away with s low, liig-drawn-i cadence
as saveet as the clilmes of a silver bell.

IOh, bon' tender !'' murniured \'alerie, as
site avent otît throu.gl the openmin'idow uipoui the
baicony.

The performer wss comccaleil by soite dark
bushes, but lus presence could lie detected by
the sound.

Soft simd low, thrilliug sud tlirobbing, atow
loud sud distinct, theil deep sund far away, but
always tenderly melauclioly, it seenied to lier
the perfect ideai of knightiy istrelsy wheu
lovera avent forth to serenade their fair divines.

She bardiy darcd thiiuk it was meant for lier,
but breathlessly watched and listened, totally
Ilucouscinus that the moou biad slowly risen l'rom
behiiîd sorne trees, anîd vas shiig directly upon
lier.

Gersld Grey, corng ni) the aventue frorn the
hesch, wlîcre liîe usd been auokincu bis even-
ing cigar, saw lîi, witii the inoorii(ylit atreant-
îug over lier, long before licelicard trienusie of
the fitîte.

He noticed witli admiration the aliiost statue-
like monld of lier features, aunl thonglit as not
lovera tiik, that aile -as thiîkimîg ofllinii.

Ahas, how uiisgiied lie waîs Comihig Iearer,
lie conhd sec the lips parted over the pearly
teetl inlto a snile titat expresseti pertect trust
au the lîreselît anîd conteutuient for the future.

Wlisî, themi, uiat lie uave feît ailieiu the ausic
cormniniced algait ?

Lt wouul l itfiiult to tell wiîat lus feelings
wcre, but tiiere tite iiîto luis face a- terrible

247

The sud evemît tauglît Valerie Pearl s practical
lesson that a ifetime will neyer efface.

She inay not have loved Gerahd Grey as she
sliould have loved hlm, but the promiae was
given, snd the stignma phaced upoîtlier naine by
tite resuit aviih neyer wear awsv.

l>eraons trave]Jiig abroad uow sud then meet
witli a brokeu-dowîî tan mlîo expresses lu every
finiîîsent of bis face the despair frorn wbich a
jiidieriois avoutan miglit bav saved lîlu.

FI VE O'CLO0CK TEA.

On fit-at appeurailce, there doca iot secuît muclu
diticuity lu srrauîgiug sroont and the table for
a fi ve o'chock tes ;_ buti, mevertlielesa, everybody
la not eqîially huappy li maîtagiug even sncb a
liglît reflection, especialiy witeu gucats are ex-

pected. À few lîluts, therefore, uîay not corne
sinisa witli regard to this so-culled feminimie re-
past. Aîtythiug approacing confusion or dis-
order sliould certsînhy lie avoided, sud every-
thuîg ah onld bcienl its place at the appointed
tiuîe. The drawingroomu îîiceiy decorated with
flowers, the bostesa at ier poat, the servants
waitin lg to respond at the ligit teat sound of tue
Icîl, snd ail tutinga lu readineas.

Anîd mow %vitb regard te the arranigement of
the talle. Titis sboffid bcecither a round onue, or
a tabhe nmade witliîait nderahll for cupsansd
saticera. Lt la usnaliy kept soiely for the pur.
pose, snd sbouhd be n'becied into s couvenient
spot lu tue drswiug-roouu, wlîcre tîte hostesa oai
comfortally do the boaîouri'ansd entertain bier
guestsaut the sanie timie. A tablechotb worked
witlb s creweh work border is naed ; but tItis lat-
ter does not harmoîîize s0 wehi with the softer
aliades of colouring uow scen lu moat drswing.
roius, norappear lu quite sncb goodtaste as the
ecrn tinta usîisihy used for art ucedie work. Theai
the tea-tray, with the eufS, teapot, sud creant,
sud miikjuga, sugar bow, &c., la put ou the
table, the silver uru also ; sud het it lie remarked
that ail these îîeedfni accessories sbould leienl
the beat possible style. A pretty cosy may with
advantage lie used, as, beaides keepîug the tes
hiot, ut bas the l'srtlier advautage of tbrowiug a
littie colouriug on the table wben needed. The
tes must lie strong, if possible ; ut shouid not,
however, stand too long, as that renders it un-
avholesome. Lt la better to make it ini relaya
wlieaî guestsaraie expected at different times.
Black tes is beat to use, snd it must be of good
quality. Cakes, biscuits, bread and butter cnt
lu shices sud neatly rohhed, should lie on the tes-
table, or another close at baud. At this seasoui,
especiaiiy lu the country, wbere there la abund-
suce of fruit to lie easiiy obtained, some kinda
may bc placed ready ; but these are by no uteas
important, sud of course entail tiuy china or
glass plates, which are not otberwise requisite.
The lady of the bouse, lier danghter, or seine
youug rehastive pours ont the tes, and bands it
aitb the cake, bread snd butter, &c., to the
friands assernbled. Lf there are any gentlemen
preseuut, tîteir services are put lu requisition.
There slîouhd lenety of pretty occasional tables
about tite drawlýiîg-room, on wbicb dupa, &c.,
inay lie put dowu ; but they mauat be p ut lu suclu
positions that they wiii not bie easiiy kaocked
over.

Whcre expense la no ýgreat object, mucli taste
and refinenîcaît may lie wiaely displayed lu the
cbolce of the iliver, and also that ol' the china
used on these occasions. Very pretty curions
acta, anitable l'or five o'ciock tea, are to lie seen
lu mîtoat of' the beat chinua shopa lu our cities.
Real old china, too, cupsansd saucera of quaimît
shapesansd ptterns-wbeu îlot too valuabie to
îîse-nîsy with advantage lie utihized by way of
variety. Thiese afternooi tetos, ass, are firat-rate
opportunities l'or displaving daiuty littie crearn
j uga, strangely devised sugar bowis, old-fasbioai-
cd teaspoons sud sugar tongs, sud - the like,
avhlch are too often 1'hidden under a bushel,"
or in s cabinet, but avhich, wlîen thus used, add
an air of finish sud refinement to the otluerwise
comuîonpisce appearance of the tes-table.

0f course, to a certain exteut, inost of these
renusrks appiy to a tes wben nîaiày gnests are
expected, but muchi the saine applea to the
cosicat ol' cosy gatlieriiigs, ait aftei-uoou te& for
some few-l'our at the outaide -speciai frieuds
anud for peuple living luntte town or country it
lsa aiclaruuiug way of eutcrtaimîing oue's frieuda,
selectiug sal'en cougeuilouces ch tinte. Thein
if. la truce fewer tlinugs are waated, but not lesu
tuste, cither it the dispiay of' china or plate.
Sutîsîl delicaîcies anîd citoicer " bratîda "-if' wc
may use the termi for tes-inay bcieiîîtroduced
wltb advautage ; sncb -dalîtties as wouid, per.


