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DISTINGUISHED MEMBERS OF THE
COMMONS.,
(CoxTiNvED FROM No, 21)) .
Wasy on the occusion of a chango of government the
+gentleman charged by Ilis Excellency’ with the ditlicult
task of forming a Ministry looks around among the benches
of the House of Commons to find suitable material for his
Cabinet, his choice is sometimes intluenced as much by
considerations of availability as of ability—for if an hon.
member is not pretty sure of re-election, it would be
worse than useless to ask him to take office. Security of
re-election is in faci the roal sessoning of the Ministerial
timber, without which it is nover safe to work it into the
Cabinet. Thus it happens that many abla men, because
of inconstant or unmanageable constituencies, are fre-
quently compelled to content themselves with the hum.
Ller position of a private member, when men of inferior
talent and less capacity to serve the public become Min.
isters, mainly because they are certain to command a re-
newal of the contidence of their constituents. There can
be little doubt that much of the success of several distin-
guished public men has been due to the fidelity by which
ihey have been thus sustained; buot it may be said that
such £&delity has only been secured by distinguished
merif. No doubt there is some {ruth in this, though it is
certain that many able public men have been deprived of
the opporiunity of displaying their statesmanship mainly
from the want of a reliable constituency. The young
politician may derive & wholesome lesson from these re-
flections, and our readers discover that other qualifica.
tions besides ability are neccessary to convert a member
Minister, though ability will never fail to earn for
se

a fair share of distinetion in the House of

IHOUSE OF

end of the aldest members of Parlifament,
the aniigus boro
ULy ago.
vith as much freshness and vigour into the
public business as mwen Who are twenty vears

the som of the late Angus Cameron, of
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franzaction
his junier.

Higulanders. AMr, Cameron’s mether was an Eagiish Tady, the
daughter of Mr. Hillrard, of 8t. Ives, Hunlingdonshire, He

was born at Beaucaire, Langucdoe, Franee, on the 14th April,
1817; and when eight years old removed to Canada with hiz
pareuts, his father's regiment having been ordered to this
country in 1823, Young Camcron was sent to Upper Canada
College in 1331, and after completing his studics there, ke
was articled to one of the leading barristers of Toronto, kaviny
deterinined to enter the legal profession. During the rebellion

of 3738 ke put in six

a

4

in militla mutters, at present helding the rank of Lieut.-Col,
in that force. In 1233 he was admitted to the Upper Cannda
tar, and in 1345 created Queen's Counsel,
appointed Reporter wo the Court of Quesn’s BDench : and is the

an of several works on legal mateers, embracing digosts
of cases, rudes of court, &o., Lo Mr Cameron i< alse Treasurer
of the Law Society; Chavecdllor of the Universite of Trinity
Cellege s and sines 1350 has Leen Grand Mastier of the Orange

Azzecintion of British North Amerjca,
vmitently
England, from which, with other circnmstances affecting his
variy political assaciations, e has been regarded more 2s an
independent Hich Churel Tory than as a Conservative -
though, in fact. his pelitical views are exeredingly liberal, and
in some particulars verze closely on Raliealism.  Sinece all
questions affeeting the relations of the Church with the State,

He has also heen pre-

distingoishesi as the lay champion of the Chnreh of
5N

in respect of property and privileges Lave been settled, thouel | R ) 7 - S
together)in the way to mest Mr. Cameron's views, he has | M2J0rity and the amfidence of theirown constitnents is indeed
i i & high tributs to theic ability,

niot al
acted in general accord with the Liberal-Conservative party;
and the differences formerly cxisting among them, growiﬁé
out of Collegiate and Clergy Heserves questions, are now almost
forgottzn; and, no doubt, cntdrely forgiven.

At the general election in 1844 Mr. Cameron was returned
to the Legislative Assembly for Cornwall, which he representad
until 1331, when he retired for a time from politics.  He
entered the next Tarliament at the geneml clection in 1854,
as member for Toronto. and sat till the dissolution in 1357,
In 1853 he unsuccessfully opposed the Hon. Mr. Brown's re-
election for Toronto; snd at the general clection in 1861 he
was retarned for the county of Peel, which constituency he
has since uninterruptedly represented.  His career of minis-
tertal Yife has been bried, and took place a lorg time agn.  On

the 1st Jaly 1846 he was appointed Solicitor-General in the |
then Conservative Government, and the following vear was |

wppointed 1o a seat in the Executive Council. At the general

clection in 1248 the Reformers carried the constituencics ; and |

in March of that year, Mr. Cameron with his colleagues re-
sigmed on an adverse vote of the Assembly, His parliamentary
career has been charncterized by many important services
rendered by him to the canse of sound legislution. Heisa man
of extraordinary legal attainments, of great quickness and
wide grasp of futellect.  As a speaker he is clear, logical, and
forcible; in fact, a finished orator, with Jittle show of elo-
quence ; appealing, at feast on parlismentary questions, to the
head rather than the heart, and discuseing every point with a
breadth of comprebensive, and an absence of that dallying
with small points which se ofien mars the politieal harangues
uf able and clogaent lawyers. At the bar of Upper Canada
‘the Hon. J, M. Cu; i 2 {nfer paree, und to the eredit

LD
f the membors be it said, nons are mere ready thap ther in
accord biim this Lhigh Jistinction. A

‘No. 19.—I110N ALBERT J. SMITH, Q. C.

Thc on, Mr. Smith, dnee his entering the House of Com-
‘ ed it the debates to such an extent us his
prominent position wonld iem to entitle him ; but figuring
in debates does not alwayx mean distincifon ; it not unfre-
- quently iroplics a not .very s attering notoriety.  Mr Smith is

“a-nativeof the ¢ounty b rep, t&ehts in Parliamenl—the County’

ugh of Cornwall more than
He 15 still. howeover, in the prime |

months of active service in defence of !
fsen and country, and bhas since always taken a prompt part

of Westmoreland, Now Brunswick:; and was born. in 1822,
Having gone through his educational course and stucticd Inw,
he was ealled to the Now Brunswick Bar in February, 1847,
and five venrs Iater entered the Legislative Assembly, of which
he continued to be a member up to the time of the Union, when
hie offered himself as a caundidate for the House of Commons,
and was returned by a majority of five to one,  The Hon. Mr,
Smith wns a mewmber of the Execntive Council from 1836 to
1863, during part of which time he held the oftics of Attorney-
General. 1n 1565 he was a delegate to England on the public
affairs of his Province ; and in January, 1866, represented New
Brunswick at Washington, when Messrs, Galt and 1Towlind
represented Canada, and Mr. Henry Nova Scotia, on the abor.
tive mission for the renewal of Reciproeity. .

Mr. Smith opposed the Quebee scheme of Confederation, amd
at the general election which was held in New Brunswick in
1865, the Union Government then in power was }'lct‘cm._n.:d. A
new government was formed ndverse to Confederntion, of which
the Hon. Mr. Smith was Premier and Attorney-Genernl. ‘This
government resigned in April; 1866, and a subsequent appeal
to the constituencies having resulted in a verdict in favour of
Urion, Mr. Smith has since contented himself with aceepting
the situation without approving of i, with the intention of
making the best of what he evidently yet thinks wasa # lad
bargain.” Before the fusion or disruption of partics on Con-
federation he was a Conservative. e has not sought to identity
himself with any party in Canada, and though generally voting
with the Opposition he never fails to support such of the few
Government measures a&s happen to meet with his approval,
Coming into the House of Commaons with a want of sympathy
for the new order of things—with a conviction that it would
place his Provinve at a disadvantage, and that o try now to

upset the arrangement wonld he uselesswhis course is rather |

1

Cearnestly in accond,

to watch and wait than o hastily commit hiwsalf {0 allinnees !

that might hereafter prove entangling ; but the Lrief shiare he

dest and Hono Me, Inowsr, the hill was remd o xe

has taken in Parlinmentary debates has been watched with in.
+journed,

terest by both gides in Parlinment, as all are sencible of the

great inftuence which the leading men of the Maritime Pro-

vinces must hereafter exert on the pnblic affairs of
Dominion,

No. 2e.—HON, GEORGE IRVINL, Q. U,

Mr. Tevine is & native of the eity of uelwe, whop i was
born on the 14th of November, 1820, His graodiather, the
Hon. James Irvine, was for many years a member of the Lecise.
lature and Executive Council of Lower Canada, naod his suth
Lieut.-Colonel Irvine, is well-knosn ax the Priacipal ctrdeads
Camp to the Governor-General,

tie
st tiine,

Rymal has only to take the floor to command

'
e

s almost invavinbly in o veln of keen and somelimes broad - -
humour.. Nutueally an orator, e confines the display of (hig -

talent to rure ocensions ; but were the Commons worn out by o

long night's sitting and every other speaker ci’icd'duwn, Mr.
] R immedinte ang
profound attention. The renson for this deference to the slurdy
brond chested joke loving member ia that he never lores (i
House ; never speaksbut when he has something to say wort)
listening to; and never gays it but when he says it well 1.:
more respects than one ¢Joe,” as he is fumiliuriy enlied,

A is an
exomplury member of Parlinment, !

CANADIAXN P

ARLIAMENT
THE HENATE.
Tuesdny, April 5.—In answer to Hon. Mr, Regson, 1lon Meo
JaupgkLt stated that there was no foundation for the rm.unm;
that there was a division in the Cabinet on the Nirtlw,
question,  Scveral bills were advanced n stage, and the
adjourned. o
Wednesdny, April 6.—1on. Mr. Hazey anked if uny gte
had been taken for the protection of the fisheries in the
ports of the Bay of Fundy.  Hon, Mr. Mitenssy replicd that o
vessel woauld be placed there for that purpuse. A delate srage
with reference to the rule of the House respecting disens.
sion on notices of motion and question,  Scveral bills havine
been advanced a stage the House adjourned. .
Thursday, April T—In answer to Hon. Me Levevurs pe
St Jest, Hon, Mr. Casnenier. said that the Government wopg
netively eogaged in taking steps to restore order in the Nyrtl.
West, amd that the Dominion and Imperial Governments Wepn
Hon, Mr. Cavensir maved the svcond
reading of the Census WL and explained the details of (he
measure,  After some remarks froan Hon Mr. Laveoire oe 8¢
ol i,
Saveral other Dille were advanced o stage, and the J{on.-

et
House

ps

lower

wle

Friday, Aprii 8. —0n mntion of Hon, Mr, Caspewenn, the 1l
feom the Commons respeating Banks and Banking was rewd 4
Several private bills were then advanced o stag.

“Hon, Mr, Lereuvtien o SvoJvst ealled attention o reports of
Salloged dauger to tie Red River debegates whiy were Pansine

con the xubject of the murder of Sceott,

tiongh the country, arising from the existing stronge fectie
: Aing
Hon, Mr Cawrnngr

“did aot think there was any danger, s the delogates ool

Adter completinog Lis stadivg,

Mr. Irvine devoted himsclf to the profession of the law, and .

was called to the bar of Lower Canada in 13550 In 1467 he
was created Queen's Coamsel, He is Professor of Commeerelal

: Law in Morrin College, Quebec; in which city the firmn of

In 1544 he was | the population.

which he is a member enjoys an extensive practice. FHe fiest

entered political life at the general election in 1842, when he |
Ccomre to, amd moreover it would be nnwise to pubiishoay

was returned for the County of Megantic, and has sines von-

“dromn the Deminion ; and also relating to the transf ¢ o

tinued to represent that constituency in the Legisiative As

sembly, and afterwards in the House of Commons, up to the
ntlowed to stand wver.
CDrotsinivn Notes Issue rvpulation and

present time, At the last general election, e, in cotsmon
with many other Lower Canada members, effered lineself for
tbe Local and Canadinn Legislatures, amd was returned for
ench by a large majority.  On the formation of the first Pro-

vincial Government for Quelws by the Hon, Mr. Chaovent, in
“a gevond time, aml the Howse thin adjonrnad,

July, 1867, Mr. Irvine was offered and aceepted the Solieizare

not b bl pesponsible for the munder. The House they gl
Jourmed.

Monedny, Aprit 11 —Hon, Mr BReas moved fur copboe of v

respondinee oelating to the withdmwnl of the ool o

Hhw

fortited pdaces in the Dominion to the Dominion Gove e

Hoen, Me, Cavenet sabl thet there were circumstancs « wii |

“wvould provent the Government {rem giving the comn e,

denee o 1t was uncertain what armagement would o
frrmation as to the nuntbaer of trowps to be Kept in the connne
inthe fwee of a rumonr of & Fentan mdd. The e
On metion of Hon, Mo, Cavies
[

on wWiis
e

arncislonen

Crondd wosecond tine; and the Heotse then wend into oottt

cen the Census Biil

Generalship, with & seat in the Executive Council, being obe

of the representatives in the Cabinet of the Dritish eloment of
The three sessions thus far held have leop
exceedinzly amooth for the Cabinet of which Mre. Irvine i< a

member ; and inall probabilicy the next one willghids theonsh TGt i provicians &6 ne to fix the waximmm ot

in the same pleasant manner.  Tn the House of Cominons, as
in the Legislative A
acted with the Comservative party: and while <:ddom putting
himself forwanl among the leading speakers in thie Honse, has
always, when he did take n prominent part, nequitied Limseld
in a manner creditable alike to his acknowlodoed leeal pe-
quirements and his ripe judgment on questions of pablic
policy.
quired on the part of those who are chosen ag the apecinl ro-
presentatives of a minority among clesses whee: habits of
thought are 5o diverse as those of Lower Canada: and that
they should suecesd in maintaining both the gomdawill of 1L

g In this important particouedar
Mr. Irvine has been, so far, eminently snccessful,

No, 21 —JOSETH RYMAL ESQ.

Mr. Exmal is a true son of the soll,  An agrienltnrist from
his youth uphe has all the ¥ professional pride” which belongs

to that high fecling, plain fpeaking, sturdy independent elnss |
In politics he iz a Reformer among Jle.

of the comrunity,
formers, but no leader whips him into line or drives him an
inch from his own preconceived notion of the straight jath.
When nearly all the Reformers of the West followed the Hon,
(icorge Brown in hix coalition with the Ministry in 1864, Mr,
Rymal stood {rue to his Anti-Tory instinets and voted the
opposition ticket sqnarely throsghont the remainder of that
parliament. And were the opposition leaders to degert to.

morrow the member for South Wentworth would stand cn- |

daunted, even if alone, by the old party gruns . perhinps his very

desolation would produce no worse effect than to inspire kim
with an additional store of those racy and original hard hits |

which he occakionally discharges at the hecls, ar the head, of
the politieal reprobate. He was born In Wentworth connty,
Cpper Canada, on the 17th Nov. 1821, Hig father, Mr. Jacoh
Iymal, was a member of the Upper Canmiln Legislature and
belonged to the extreme selioal of politicians, of which (he lnte
Wm. Lyon McKenzie wag at one time the chosen lender,
Mr. Joseph Rymal inherite at least the traditional hatred for
“Fories™ which especially distingnished that sehoeol, and he also
displays » large amount of the honesty witl which it ling been
crmdited. When the Reformers or ¢ ClearGrits” made a move
ngninst the increare of the members” indemuity, or some clap.
trap motion far its reduction, Mr, Wyinal voted agninst it, and
plainly told his constiturnts when he went hack far s renewal
of their confidence that if they did not think him worih the
amount let: them send some one who war. - Hle was first res
turned to parliament for the South Riding of his native county
ut the general clection in 1857, and has rince continned to git,
for it, aiways winning his clection after 6 keen condest
genernlly by small majoritice. . The solenin dignity of bis
speeches to the electors offers 4 most amusing contrant Lo the
witty and " :

attacks of in oppenent, and when b spuaks in parlinme

it

wazcastic rejoinders with which lie replics to the.

Committes rose and reportod, nnd e
bill was readd 6 thimd time and passed. Reversd Lills wore poadd
HOUSE OF CUMMONS,

Taesday, April H.—8ir Fraxcg Hivess mseed the thind

creading af the bill rexpecting Ranhe and Banhing, Ao -

>mibly before it Mr. Trvine has always

ent, moved by Mr. Gopry, to refer the Wil back to comnnttes,

connte by lanks on loans ot 7 porocent por
$9 0 nays, B —and the sl wiedthey

e

interest on o
annum, was loast—yeas,

creadd acthind tirme and prssed. Sie Frascrs Hivess povd the
thirsd reading of the W respecting Dominion Noes M

“Bepwrie moved that the Bl e reforred lack o committen,

Dta provide that ne potes be igsued of smailer oo

There is doubtless great delicacy of judement re.

L

R

than o dollar  Sir Fraxeis Hisexs replicd that it

poseibie for the Government to know how much <ilver sonld

St wevquized, andd the fractionnl cureeney was izsnoed cnly ssa

Ceontld Le coined,
“nation, twenty-five eents, ad wounld be jost as goead aned jus
‘s eaxily redecmable as Dominion notes,

swoulid have been overwhelmed with petitions against it
believed it wonld pruve a great nuisance.
Plaprien argued that it could not be said that this

teinporary stubstitute for silver until the reguisite amennd
The enrrenrey would enly be dnocne d

il

{
Mr. Muacnnwng
ledioved that if poticve had boen given earlivr of the intenunn
of the Gavernment fa ixste a fractional cureeney, the House
Mo
I,

Vsl

S)r Lixonyy
;:[

“had bhween thrust suddenly upon the Hionse, ns the Pinshoe

nt, it n Commiites to inquire into ihe state of By

Minister had stated early in the Session that he pernteindeorad
that b had power to issue fractional corveney uneder the pro-
visions of the Dominion Note Act.  Hon. Mr. Hoptox wanted
to knew why, if the Government believed a feactional varreney
would remedy the gilver nuisance, they had noet introduced
it lwfore. Mr Worksmay said the propasition to reduee by
preclamution the valuz of the dollae to 830 cents, when 1t was
intrinsically worth 93 or 94 centy, was nhsurd, Mre, Drynroe
thonght no one copld deny but that the proposed cureney
system was preferable to the existing state of things. Mr.
Caprwiiany objected to the fenctional currencey ns being moes
Lialle to forgery than larger denominations.  After sont
further remacks the amendment was lost—yeas, 330 Ve
195, The Litl wag then read s third time and 1”"*’“'"', s
Joix A. Macposany moved the third reading of the bill 1o
amend the Avl respecting Lighthouses, Buoys and ”"Z"':"",““‘
(from the Senate.)  Hon, Mr. Howtos said it was not 1o the
provine: of the Senate to ariginate mensures such ax this, viz.,
providing for the expenditiure of moneys. Sir Joux A. Mac-
pox At replicd that the bill did not give power to expeud 8
cent of money without n vote, Me. SpEager ruled that the
objcetion of the hon, member for Chatenuguny could et b
sustuined,  After some personal pagsages between Mr.
Sasprieny Macpoxain and Mr, Mackrszie, the bill was read 3
third time and pagand,  Sir Fraxeis Hisexy moved the “"'"f‘“-'
intacommittee on the reselutions respeeting the rate of interest.
and peoceeded to explain Wi position at some lengih, stating
that it had been thought best for the sake of mnirornity “’
effect o compromise, Mr. Mackexzie anid Hr.m._;\l r. Howvox
nitacked the porition of 1he Finance Minister, Some “"“'I"lf
miints were midved Liit were Jost on being puit to vote, nnd the
esmmittee rose and reported the regnlutions without amend-
went.  The House then adjourned, '
Wednesday, April 6.—~Mr. Moxmsox (N

ingarn) moved for
ock's monument. .




