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colmtry. 0I becomes mucih casier to
dearn and Lo retain.

IL is truc that there are very fow
peeple who can give themselves to
this work. IL is alis, reserved too ex-
,clusively for suh charaicters as Scott's

Sntiiquory to fiid pleasure anItd'ttility in
such a study,

But coins not only illustrate history
.nd such avents as are to b fouid in
the records, and documents and maauis-
cr'ipts of the dillrent ages. Likewise
is there a very power'fui link existing
,betwuen those pieces of mtail and the
reaI monuments of Le couintry lad of
the age. It is genaialliy in the ruins or
thosa tii o-hoîîoiel trophics that 'a di:i-

'cove the hiddan relies of the past.
But some one iay ask; what use are

those old coins-hare of no vale te-
.day and what good can it do us to know
that they bek>ngcd to the Egyptians ai
Greeks or Ronais aio any other people ?

Tes, they arc of value to-day and it
is of great, utiity to us toLkow whenee
tley camie and ail about thîen. If yo
will, the Romian coppor coin would be
arejected if you oflered it in change for
a tive cent >iece to iearly any clerk in
Aa micai. .dost certainly' the newsboy
upon the street Vould net give yo a
copy of his papal if thle money you
Ju:iidel him was a relic of the past.
Little would it matter te him wliether
Alexander the Grept over iad it in his
hand or even if' it had been once drop-
pod into poor Hoiner's hat as he begged
Jis brend froin his uîngrateful country-
men. Still would the newsboy.rCjct
the coin antd consider you very ighoran t
forihaving lad the " cheek " te offer him

,suich a token. And ignorant indeed
you Vould ba, wero you to thus lose for 1
ecnt's Vauile what might, perhaps, bring
3aoî soveral poinds.woro yo to offer it
ta a collecLor or te a miuseuni.

If in ee place the ancieiit coin has no
vauie iii another phice it is worth very
much. How would tie ane who imakes
sucl an assert like te have in his
possession a couple of' those sinall coins
vhich thouîgli only a shilling's wvortlh in

rcul valua, brought the other day a
thousand pounds eaeh when sold at anc-
tion in the city of London ?

IHovever coins are notvailed by their
weiglit or thair composition. Often a
'eoppoi'piece, baiforahaaf atan with

rust would be a thousand timnes more
valuable thain a bright heavy gold coin.
iliese tliigs aie incasured and weighed
by their age, by their origin, by their
historiil connections, by the circun-
stances under whili they were dis-
coivered.

Then our niineteenth century, steam
engine, imad-civilization friend will t(L
us tlat ie sees ne profit in the study of
the past and of' the miei who have gone
bafire us. Perchance he does not, but
others do. And if he know how to pro.
fit by experience, how to learn six les-
sois, hiow Le iuprovo upon the w'or'ks of
others, how te imitate great example,
hoiw to take varning by the faults of
others lie would soon know how useful
te persons in ever'y sphere of life, fron
the laborer to the Governor, froin the
peansant te the General, is the study of
the deeds of mon and the works of
peoples.

Often we may be reading for days the
history of nations in geneiral or of a
people in particular and during all that
tima, meet with no event, no faet, ne
deed, no person that would attract our
attention in a very striking and peculiar
nanner Wa night pass over seme of
the most important avents or seme of
the most ronowied of names without
stopping a moment te consider them,
were it net that sema little thing led
ou' mind in that direction. For ex-
ample a coin referring to that period or
to that persuage night suffle te make
us refleet and finally study very atten-
tively that portion of history.

Take up the daily piper and week
ifter week yo wilt pass over the ce-
ilumn that is leaded "l News fr-omi SouthLl

Anerica or Chiin." Why is it so ? Be-
cause yeu have ne great interest in the
atairîs of thosofar off countris andl you
fly ta what is nearer home and what
umy touch au on yourselfor your friends.
But suppose a friend or a relative of
yours should go te South Anerica or te
China or toany otheroiltof th way place,
the moemet yo would coie ta a para-
gr'apb ii a paper r'eferîring te that
particilar place, yon woulud jump at
once at it anîd read il over ad over.

It is the saine with the study of the
past. If you have nothinr that reenlis
to your i'ind the importance of any
epoch or event yeu pass it over and aven
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