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country. . 1t becomes much easior to
Jearn and to retuin. ;

It is truo that thore are vory fow
people who. can give thomselves to
this work. Tt is alus, reserved too ex-
clusively for such characters as Scott's
Antiquory to tind pleasure and utility in
such n study.

But coing not only illusteate history
and such events as are to be found in

- the records, and documents and manus-

cripts of the different ages. Likewise
is there a very powerful link existing
sbetween those picces of ‘motnl and the
real monuments of the country and of
the age. It is gencrally in the ruins of
those timo-honored trophies that we dis-
~cover the hidden relics of the past.

But some one may ask; what use are

~ those old coins—they are of no value to-
«day and what good ean it do us to know

that they belonged 1o the Egyptians ov
Greeks or Romuns or any other people ?
Yes, thay are of value to-day and it
is of great utility to us to know whence
they came and all about-them.  If you
will, the Roman. coppor .coin would be
xejected if you offered it in chango for
4 five cent piece Lo nearly any clerk in
Anmecrica, Most . certainly’ the newsboy
upon the streot would not give you a
<copy of his- paper if the money you
handed him was 2 relic of the past.
Little would it ‘matter to him whether
Alexander the Great ever had it'in his
hand or even if it had been once drop-
ped into poor Homer's hat as he Legged
Ais bread from - his ungrateful country-
men,  Still would the newsboy. reject
the coin and consider you very ignorant
for having had the * cheek ” {0 offer him
such a token. And ignorant indeed
you would be, were yuu to.thus lose for 1
«<cent’s value what might, pevhaps, bring
you several pounds.were you to offer it
to & collector or to a museum.
. If in one place the ancient coin has no
valuo in another place it is worth very
much. How would the one who makes
such an assertion like to have. in his
possession a eouple of those small coing
which though only a shilling’s worth in
real valuo, brought the other day a
thousand pounds each when sold at.aue-

" 4ion in the city of London ?

Howover coinsare not valied by their
weight or their composilion. - Often a
copper-piece, half-worn, half caten with

rust would be s thousand times more
valuable than a bright heavy gold coin.
these things are measured and weighed
by their age, by their origin, by their
historieal conneciions, by the circum-
stances wnder  which they were dis-
covered. S

Then our nineteenth century, steam
engine, mad-civilizution friend will tell
us that he sees no profit in the study of
tho past and of the men who have gone
before us. Perchance he does not, but
others do. And if he knew how to pro-
fit by experionce, how to learn six les-
sons, how to improve upon the works of
others, how to imitato great example,

how to take warning by the faults of

others he would soon know how useful
to persons in every sphere of life, from
the laborer to the Governor, from the
poasant to the General, is the study of
the deeds of mean and the works of
peoples. ;

Often we may be reading for days the
history of nations in general or of a
people in particular and during all that
time, meet with no event, no. fact, no
deed, no person that would -attract our
attention in a very striking and peculiar
mannor, - We might pass. over some of
the most important ovents or some of
the most’ ronowned of names withou
stopping a moment to consider them,
wore it not that some litlle thing led
our mind in that direction.. For ex-
ample a coin referring to that period or
to that personage might sufice to make
us reflect and finally study very atten-
tively that portion of history. .

Take up the daily paper and week

after weel “you will puss over .the co- °

lumn that is leaded *“News from South
America or China,” Whyis it so? Be-
cause you have no great interest in the
affairs of thesefar off countries and you
fly to what is nearer home . and what
may touch on yourself or your friends.
But suppose a friend or a relative of
yours ghould go to South America or to
China or toany othier out of the way place,
the moment you would come to a para-
graph in a papor, referring to ihat
particular place, you would jump at
onge. at'it and read it over and over.

It is the same with' the study of the

past.. If you have nothing that recalls

to your  mind - the importance of any
apoch or event you pass it over and even
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