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was Hcad, stands theo, in the sight of
all nations, as firn as ovr upon thc
Rock. , x

Pins IX lived his last years and died
11 prison. He vas prevented by ievol t1
toimaries fiom carrying out 'he erand
reforns he had i naugurated and com-
pletinîg the great.public works lie bad
begun. But he lad lis victorics In Che
fieo of Iiitidelity and Protestantismn, he
propounded tl.dogmna of the I mmacux-
late Conception, proimugated the Sylla-
bus, and defined the InihIlibility, thrce
of the most important declarations Cver
issued from the Chair of Peter, anîd
any one of them suflicient to immortalize
his name. Besides, lie restored the
hiorarchv in England, and vas about to
(o the sailme in Scotland. And who of
all the Popes was as lavish as he in
dispensng the spimtuial treasures of
the Church? Who ever instituted so
iany popuilar devotions, accorded se

many indulgences, established se nany
pious works, canonized se maay saints,
sent out se many missionaries, published
se many bulls and encyclicals, and
encouraged with such earnestiness the
Catholie press ? "NVon est inventus similis
illi in toto Israel." No, there is not-to be
found his equal in the long lino of the
Successors of St. Peter, for in him vere
conbined and consolidated the grand
characteristies and happy qualities of'
all the great Popes ; and in his age the
Church, in struggle and in triumph,
has lived over again ber eighteen cen-
turies of existence.

O Pins ! who didst light our way on
earth, remember us in heaven !

W. J. M.

SE N T .

The holy and penitential season of'
Lent sets in this month,-tie salitary
exorcises to which it gives birth will be
commenced by milhions,--the trumpet
will be blown, the Fast proclaimed, and
the warnig voice f the Church, exhort-
ing ail everyhere te do penance, vill
meet with a rea dy response frorn num-
berless souls in eery waIk and codiition
of life, in evcry countî'y and cline, i
e.ery tribe and tongue and peopIe,

Amongst the holy and sÏlutary duties
of this "acoéptable im," fsting hdldsj

a proiinient plae, and cmies recom-
mnonded .by its solemnity by its anti-
quity, by its universaîlity.

.Its conitinuaneo di.iving foiy a
tie--great lestival to whih

is ro-atory, iad which it isbors
inl,-the receiving the holy coniuin un ion,
-- the sublime and life-giving duty vhioll
tlie liiitifuil arc thon strict ly bound to
1iiliii,--tl ferv r wijcl it imparts to
devotiox, and the imipulse wlich it gives
to good works,-the consolation lfi the
presexit, and the lholie for the fui turc
wlicl it nouishes,-n-l these coinbine
to confr on 1eIstof Lent asoloîîmity
peculiarly its ownî. Its an tiquity ni0n0
cau coitiovoit, as it dates back to th
ceeation of the world, as appears clearlyfroimî tle coimiand or God te Adam,
while still sojourning in tle cairthly
paradiso, froi the practice or the plitri-
arcls and the prophets, aid the other
holy an)d just olles wio walked' in the
ways of the Lord before His adorable
will was more cleally intimated amidst
the "l thunderings and lightnings," on
Sinai's Mount, nd who porsovered in
wvell doing, withoit fail, evei into thli
day whlîen Hle came ''vhio was te be sent."
That the wlolesone custoi did not
grow into desuotude on Cte occurenco
of that blessed evenît is incontestably
establisled by the lanîguiage and writigs
of tle Apostles, by the canons and te-
crces of the early councils, by the testi-
mony of holy and learned inei, who
have left, as a procious legacy to their
successors in the faith, witten iinprislh-
able monuments, conmunicating to
modern times the belief of other days
and the practises, the ioly anîd tie sav
ing ones, te which tlmnt Jhith gave ex-
istence and valtie. Its universality is
established by tlic fuet that it obliges
the mnonarch on his throne no less thîlan
tle humnblest of lis suibjects, the philoso-
plier inî his study eqinlly witl ti
mecianic in his workslhop, te artist in
his studio no less than the hind wlih fol-
lovs the team, and carl-Os is le goes.
In the fourth century, tho great St. Basil
spoke thus of the xIniversality of thisfhst of Lent. Thore is 'n island n
continent, no city, no nationu, noc Ciner·
o flic cart ever se ronïote in* whi eh
this fiast. is ilot p'olhined. Auini
travellcrs, saibors, ine cha is, thng'h
fii frin ieîn, eviwlîereheur the


