THE BIBLE CHRISTIAN.

life of new obedience? With regard to Christ,
the great questions have been,—what is his
nature ? is he the supreme God, or an exalted
but subordinate agent of the Supreme God ?
Ishe really the same with the Being who sent
him, ora distinct and different being from him ?
What is his oflice 7 What the peculiar bene-
fits of his mission ? Was his office to com-
municate truth and exemplify it in his life,
labours, and death : oris his death alone tobe
selected as the great central fact of Chiistian~
ity 7 With regard to man, the great ques-
tions have been,—is he a {ree moral agent, or
is he not 7 Is he hy nature capable of doing
good, or is he by nature totaily corrupt 2 Is
he subject to an uncontrollable deeree as to his
eternal destiny, or is that destiny made lo de-
pend on the character he forms ?

It will be perceived that 2ll those questions
are of the lagt importance in themselves, and
that on the replies made to them the greatest
practical results depend, I God exist in
one person only ; then one person only is
fo be the object of our worship.  If Ie exist
in three persons, then three persons are to he
the objects of our worship. If God sit on the
throne of the universe demanding satisfaction
for a violated law, fear must be the prevailing
idea which occupies our mind as we contem-
plate him. If he be there clothed with the
appearance of a tender parent, then we must
regard him chiefly with feelings of love. Tf
Christ be the Supreme God, then all our high-
est adoration should be direeted to him. But
if his dignity be that of the Son and Messen-
ger of the Supreme God, this should not be,
but we will be touched with love and rever-
ence towards him, for all that he has done,
and taught, and suffered for us in that charac-
ter. If his office was to communicate truth
and exemplify it to the world, then weshould
spare no everlion in imbibinghis doetrine and
imitating his examnple.  But if the fuct of his
death be our sole reliance for salvation and
escape from the consequences of sin, then his
doctrine and example will appear to our minds
in diminished importance.. 1f man is not a
free agzent—if he is subject to a decree inre-
gard to his destiny, uncontrollable and irrever-
sible, then his powers must be cramped,—he
must passively, perhaps hopelessly, resign
himself {o his fate.  If he is by nature totally
corrupt, and incapable of any good, then he
nzed not attempt it, nor should we expect it
from him. If on the other hand, le is a free
moral agent, capable of good as well as evil,
then he may attempt good, and we should ex-
pect it af his hands.  Such is the natare of
the practical consequences which depend on
the opinions we forin on the greal questions
at issne in the Christian world,

It is obvious that they are of the lastimpor-
tance. We are bound, therefore, to give the
matter serious altention. Can we, consistently
with our duly as rational and religious heings,
overlook the fact, that great and striking diver-
sities of opinion exist among men on the sub-
jects just referred to? Shall we be justified in
setting aside matters of such grave moment, as
things whiceh concern us not ? Shall our
minds remain quieseent and indolent while
such subjects are presented to them— content
withsome dim and shadowy apprehension, in-
stead ol a clear, well defined idea? Is it right
they shonld 7 We say most assuredly not.
We say that duty requires us {o look at those
diversities of opinion, fo ascerain as far as
possible the grounds and reasons for them, and
thus by our own exertion and investigation,
obtain setiled opinions for ourselves.

Tt is not our aim here to plead for any par-
ticular class of opinions.  We are simply re-
minding our readers, of the necessity and im-
portance of having definite and decided views
on the one side or the other, But there are
multitudes of every ciass and condition in life,
who have no settled opinions. They appear
perfectly salisfied to fravel with a certain
company in religions matters, because acci-
dent cast them there, or because they happen
to be connecied by some common sympathies
or associations. How frequent is the case
that a person born and bronght wp in a church
or communily of believers, is contenled to re-
main there, without giving himself any trou-
ble to ascertain what that church teaches to
be believed. There are thousands in the

Church of England, who are strangers to the
thirty-nine articles, and thousands in the Cal-
vinistic Presbyterian Chureh, who know hut
little of the Westminster Confession of Faith.
Hence the existence every where of so many
people who could give no proper answer if they
were asked to give a reason for the hope that
is in them. Their minds have never for a
moment heen bronght seriously to think on the
question—what is worthy of belief and what
isnol 7 Religious truth has never been ap-
prehended by them as a clear well defined set
of ideas.  Their connection with any commu-
nity of Christians is the result of some other
thing than sound rational convietion.

Several causes are constantly at work which
aperate against the formation of settled opini-
ons in a large class of minds, We eonmerely
mention them here. To dwell upon them
would exhaust more time and space then we
can spare at present. Religious indifference,
and mental indolence, ave sad obstacles to the
progress of truth,  There is too frequently.
also, the dread of an unwelcome result whiel
deters men from a thorouzh and impartial of-
fort 1o obtain decided views. And then, again.
there is the influence of carly prejudice.  No
fabled enchanter that ever graced an castem
tale, could hold his subjects more securely
spell-bound, than it can. It diffuses throuzh
the mind an wndetined and undefinable foar of
any thing that seems to clash with what it fa-
vours. It can find no reason for what it does,
yet it causes the victim it besets to kick the
beam against the weightiest and soundost
arguments that can be offered in opposition to
it.  Multitudes of weak minds, many of them
amiable too, are held in dim obscurity of he-
lief by its grasp, even while the glorious sun-
light of ascertained truth is shining cleasly
in their view.

TWe have introduced this imporlant subjeet
to our readers, not with the view ol enlarging
on it to any extent, still less did we propose {o
exhaust it, but rather to recommend it to their
own serions and candid consideration.  And
whatever may be the settled opinions to which
they arrive we must not fail to remind thom,
that they are to be Tield in candour, and with
perfect charity towards all others,

NEW GERMAN-CATIIOLIC CHURCII.

¢ A pamphlet has lately boen put forth by
Dr. Gunther of Jenn, eontaning a collection of
all the Artieles or Creeds of the New Gerimnan
Catholic Church 5 which, placing in juxta-
position the different fonnalie of heliel adopted
by the various communities which have fol-
lowed the reform movemeant, enables us to wain
a good insight into its natare and spirit. That
they should differ very materially in the bold-
ness of their tone, and in the lelitude of their
doctrines, is but to be expected, and is perhaps
the best proof of the separation heing thie resnlt
of conviction rather than of party spivit. In
some few, a lingering attachment is shown io
the old tencts and institutions, such as Tran-
substantiation and the Mass 3 in the majority
these are boldly and explicitly rejected ; and it
isa remarkable fact, that whilst the negations
contained in all the creeds express the with-
drawal of their allegiance from the Church of
Rome, the affirmations do not, we believe,
assert a single one of what may be eatled the
prominent and Orthodox doctrines of the Tine-
lish Protestant Church beyond what are im-
plied in the Apoestles’ and Nicene Creeds.
(The latter beingz adopted by only three of the
communities.) T none of them slands any re-
cognition of the Trinity, the Alonement, or
O.iginal Sin: whilst in all, the Scriptures
are emphaticatly pronounced {o he ¢ the only
true and safe source of Christian Faith.”

The foregoing paragraph is taken from the
London Inquirer. We have marked pari of
the last sentence in italies because we think
it mentions a fact worthy of being particularly
noted. The German Reformers have nobly
thrown aside the trammels of the old church
anthority and come lo the Scriptures fo read
them with their own cyes. But they have
not seen therein the doctrine of the Trinity,
the commen doctrine of Atonement, or that
of Original Sin., The fact speaks volumes.
A certain Calvinistic church has, we under-
stand, furnished the German Reformers with
translalions of its authorised symbols of faith.
To this there can be no possible ahjection.
Let the seckers after truth gain all the light
they can.  But we venture to predict they
will not fall in love with Calvinism. They
have opened their cyes in a different age of
the world from that in which the Calvinistic
theology {ook its rise.

LIBERALITY.—CHRISTIAN UNION.

The subjoined paragraphs are from {he pen
of the editor of the Baltimore Methodist Pro-
lestant. In some prior aiticles, he had given
expression to sentiments whieh were regarded
as too liberal by some of his readers. e
had ventured to say there were good and
worthy Christians in various sects out of
the pale of conventional <orthodoxy.? The
idea that any Catholics or Unitarians could
be gpood Christians was not recoived well hy
some of his correspondents : and we know
that sneh an idea is sufficient to alanm nany
worthy €orthadox” people in more places than
Baltimore.  The dicenssion avivinated in the
present movement for ¢ Christion Umson® that
is goine on in this country and elsewhere,—
The editorof the Afethodist Protestant thoweht
that it was proceeding on too narrow a basis,
And g0 must every one fhink who eonsis(-
eutly maintains the vight of pivate judsgment
and the sullicieney of the Seriptures as a rule
of faith.  Talk of eatholicity, indeed, in
such a movement! Tt is sheer sectarianism.
—this enlarging of the cirele, inch by inch.
until a precise and favored number get within
ity to exchange congratulations and  lonk
satisficd, as il they represented the entire
Christian world. - The civele may indeed ho
enlarged, but it is a scctarian eirele il
and these who press within it are as remote
from the true principle of Christian catholicity
as they were before they ventured hovond
the pale of their respective sectarian m'j.:;‘miz-
ations. 1t may do good, however, {o a cer-
tain extenl. Tt may hiing together soets
widely differing in opinion, cause them to
know each other and appreciate each other's
good qualities, and lead them into the prac-
tice of settiny doctrinal differences in the
back-ground when more general interests are
to be served.  Weslevanism and Calvinism
are widely apart: Wesley has said of a fa-
vorite doctrine of Calving that it is worse
than ¢ all the absurd opinions of all the Ro-
manists in the world”? - Now it is well to
see those sects coming toaether, and for the
time sinking their wide differences. It affords
ground to hope that the cssential spirit of
Chuistianity is working its way in the world 3
and the Liberal Christian always rejoices in
the prospect of the time when it shall have
triumphed over mere abstract dogmas, and
cifected a perfecet < Christian union?®? hetween
man and man, and a complete reconciliation
hetween man and God.  If mankind were
thoroushly pervaded by the spirit of Chiristi-
anity,—fully imbued with the all-compre-
hending charity of the Gospel.—there wonld
be no exeeption taken to the followine senii-
ments of the Methodist editor of Baltimore—
they wonld be welcomed everywhere :—

¢« Cnristiax Uxtox acatv.—It seems that
our remarks upon this subieel are considered
to have been too liberal. We give above two
lelters of disapprobation, which will show the
other side of the question.  Our readers have
the privilege to think and act for themselves.
T¥e hold that it is our duty and privilege to
be as orthodox as close, persevering, prayerful
study can make us to be : but, also, to acknow-
ledge the fruits of the Spirit, wlhievever they
are visible ; no matter how heterodox we may
suppose the fruit-bearer to beo  H must ndt
be understood, that we have advecated, or
that we teach or helieve Unitarianian 5 for
we have done, and intend Lo do no such thing;
as we believe that system to come shost of o
proper exposition of the Bible, But, where-
ever o Unitarian acfs like a Christian, itis the
best evidence, to ws, that he is one ¢ and we
gladly grasp his hand as that of a Christian
brother. Tf, as J. W. does, it he questioned
that a Unitarian can act Like a Chrislian, we
have only fo say, that we have known, per-
sonally, two or three Unitarians, who were
not exeelled in Christian character, to judge
hy Galatians v. 22, 23, 24, and 1 Johu iii, 14,
&e. 3 by any of the multitudinous ministers
and laity around them ; so far as we had op-
portunity {o observe; and our opportunity was
ample.

¢ So with Papists.  One of the most precious
Christians we cver knew, was a member of
the Roman Catholic Church, inthiscity ; and
many a time have we knell by her side at
the venerable St. Peter’s which has recently
bzen torn down o afford a site to the Calvert
Hall. So with the Quakers. Some charm-

ing members of Christ’s Body have we fol-
lowshipped among the peaceable, henovolent,
excellent Quakers. Since we have been in
the ministry ‘even, we have attended service

in the Papal Church, and the Friends’ Meet-
ing Ilonse ; and have ventured to occupy the
pulpit of a beloved Unitarian brother.  And
yet, our own sentiments have remained un-
changed, while our love for our variant breth-
ren has increased.

« Our good brothor J. W, will do well to re-
member that & man may hold dectrines that
we detest, and yet be a good Christian, Lo
onr own mind, Calvinism is one of the most
abhorrent systems, so far as it relates to Elec-
tion, that has ever heen presented-to our con-
sideration, It is inelfably ervoneous 5 and in
our humble opivion, of most fatal tendency.
Buf vet, <o nany and so great and good
Christians have held ity that we have never
veitured fo abuse it as some Avminians have
done. Dr. Payson, who was one of the best
and most useful nien that ever lived, was so
thoronsh a Calvinist that he conld not, with-
oitt violatine liis conscience, assist at the in-
stallation of an Auminian minister. We have
heard Arminians say, frequently, that they
wonld ratherbe Univeralists than Cudvinists';
and yet probablv, these very men would as-
sociate with Calvinists and yejeet the social
overtures of Universalists,

“ Bt there is no need of such detail. To
=um up the whole matter, it is our duly, we
think, to advocate otthadoxy and tooppore er-
ror ¢ rewulating the afldirs of our own Chureh
inour own way.  But, we must allow fiee-
dom of thought, speech and aetion to other
cammunities, who. holding the Bible tobe the
waord ol God, i Jesus Clirist to be the Savior
of the world, construel their creeds, and en-
deavour to vindicate theiv own speculative
Theolosy,  Aswe cannot see the heart, we
should Teave that to God 5 and he content with
helieving that he who wcls like 2 Clristian
is one.”

LECTURES ox CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE.

The course of Sunday Iivening Lectures
announced in our last, is now in progress of
delivery, in the Unitarian Church of this cily.
At the time we wiite four have been given,
which were listened {0 by numerous and at-
tentive audiences. We reprint the list of
subjeets t—

The existence of a God: Christianity a re-
velation from God: The Christian Seriptures
an authentic and perfect record of the  Chris-
tian revelation 3 The Seriptures given o rea-
sonable heings and designed to be interpreted
onreasonable principles 5 What the Scriptures
teach concerning Goi, his unity and paternal
character: What the Seriptures teach con-
cerning Christ, his person, and his office;
What the Seriptures teach concerning man,
his nature, his duty, and his destiny.

NOTE TO OUR F¥RIENDS IN CARLTON PLACE,
The Universalist Walehman, published in
Montpelier, Vermont, speaks of a ¢ letter writ-
ten from Carlton Place, West Canada,’? selling
forth the want of o preacher of tiberal Christi=
anity for that place and the neighbouring dis-
trict.  Qur cotemporary alludes, we presuimne,
to the connmunieation which appeared in our
columns a short time since.  Pethaps not,
however, for he is quite silent concerning our
ageney in the matter. But we are ansious
1o let our friends in that quarter know, that
the editor says, if they address a letter to him
he thinks he can find a suitable preacher for
them,  We shall be goatified i we can inany
way he instiumental in ajiding them to geta
minister suited to their position and wants.
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BOOKS FOR SALE.

re*ITE ENTIRTE WORKS OF WM. E,
E CITANNING, D D., in Two Vols. 8vo.

Cloth, Lettereds Trice (0s.

THE ENTIRE WORKS OF 0. DEWLY,
D.D., Pastor of the Churelh of the Messiah,
New York, in One Vol. tvo. Cloth, Letteved.
pp 887.  Pries 104,

COMMENTARY ON THE FOUR GOS-
PELS, by Rev. A, A, Liversong, in One
Vol.  Belfast Edition,  Price ds.

177 “The nbove Books may be had at e

Melday's Book Store, Notre Dume Street, and

at Mr. Duvsox's, 8t Francois Xavier Street.

GREENWOOD'S HYMNS
For Sale at Mr, Buvson’s Bonkstore, St Fran-
cois Nuvier S rect.

T ETTERS TO RELATIVES AND
4 FRIENDS, chiefly in Reply to Arguments
in support ol the Doetrine of the Trinity.
BY MARY S, B. DANA,
Author of ** The Southern & Northern Harps,"
“ The Varted Funily,” &e.

A Supply of the above Reeeived, and for Sule at
* the Book-Store of €. Bavsox, Montreal,

NOTICE.
57 The hours of Public Worship on Sun-
days, in the Unitavian Church, Montreal, e~

pe—

Evevex in the forenoon, and Sevex in the even-
ing—¥ree Sittings arc provided for Strangers,




