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himself, with compurative cse, if he will
consult his referonce works,  Buch work
makes him o better pharmincist, gives him
# mosu neeurato and practienl knowledge
of chemical processes nnd the chemistry
of what chemicnls ho handles.  In fuct,
there is no line of work sa conducive to
the actual thoroughness of the pharmaeist
as this. Tt enables him bettter to under-
stand  the action of one chemical upon
another, and to forecast results of com-
binntions ordered in preseviptions, and
often to save physicinns  from serious
orvor, Agnin, it gives n clear and more
practical insight iuto the arithmetic of
chemistry, and in every way conduces to
the benetit of the phavmacist,  And the
good which comes from this line of work
is the advantage it is to the apprentice.
He thus becomes familine with working-
mothods, and it is of great advantage to
him. Seceing practical demonstiations of
what pharmucy should Le, he is better
able to apprecinte the teachings of the
schools.— Western Drugyist.

Facts About Opium.

—

ITS PRODUCTION IN ASLA MINOR,

Our readers who purchuse opium will
no doubt be interested in the following
particulars :—Opium is perhaps the most
fntercsting, the most valuable, and the
most famous product of Asin  Minor,
This substance, which resembles a resinous
gum, is extracted from the capsules of
poppy-hends.  Incisions are made in the
capsules after the fall of the tlowers, and
the juice which runs from thew is then
dried and made up into blocks of various
sizes.  These are covered with lenves,
and sent in specinl bales to the market of
Smyrna.  The poppy is usunlly cultivated
in the central regions of Asia Minor, on
firm soil of sandy or chalky clay, richly
manured.  Several sowings are made
throughout the course of the year, but
these are grouped under two gencral de-
nominations, the autumn and the spring
crop. The autumn sowings are begun to-
wards the end of the wonth of Septem-
ber, and produce the greatest part of the
bavvest.  The seed is sown in ficlds
which have been ploughed or dug up, and
when the pluits have appenred a great
many are destroyed, in order to assure to
each plant a clear spaee of about 75 cun-
timetres. The earth ought to be stireed
and hoed three times over before the time
for picking the poppy-heads has come.
After the month of November the snow
almost always covers up the young plant,
which is thus preserved from frost and
the severity of the winter until the snow
melts, that is to say, until March, Tt
‘then grows vigorously until it Lecowmes
from 1 to 1} metres in height. Fach
plaut produces from 5 to 30 globular cap-
sules, which aro generally oval in form.
The flowers are large, solitary at the top
of the ramifications, and comyposed of Tour
or five petals sct in the form of o cross,
and crumnpled until they expand. They
are of al] shades from white toyad, When

the capsule is ripe it takes a pale yellow

tint. ‘Fhis is tho moment for mnking the
incisions. "Lhey are always made at sun-

set 3 the juice, which oozes from them in
the form of tears, is collected next morn
ing at dawn, in shells. [t is then dried
and moulded into the form of blocks,
which are weapped in leaves of the same
plant.  From its first appearance until
the montent of hatvest the plant is expos
ed to all the intemperance of the weather,
excess of rain or drought, of cold or heat,
violent winds, Ko, ana these are peculiar
Iy linble to injure it on the nights which
precede the ncision of the enpsule. The
seed 1s sown two or three times in apring,
between the beginning of Februnry and
the end of April. This crop requires
greater uniformity of weather, especinlly
frequent raius.  The consequence s, that
the spring sowings ave more delicate, and
their product is sensibly inferior to that
of the autumn crop.  The blocks nro left
to dry, aud are then areanged in high
baskets, containing about 75 kilogs,, with
certain leaves which have the property of
keeping the opinm in good condition, and
of preventing the lonves from sticking to
one another.  The bales are then forward-
ed to Smyrna and Constantinople, to be
sold there to exporters. Turkish opium
has produced during the last fifteen yenrs
an average of 6,000 bules. One single
year, which was absolutely exceptional,
produced 1,100 bales.  But this year we
have only 3,000, 2 figure just ns abnormal
as the preceding,

TIE VARIETIES AND VALUES OF OPIUM,

"These are the various varieties of opium
and their respective values :—

Malatia, Tokat, Zileh. ~— Quality cx-
tremely fine. and of a paste much appreci-
ated by Chinese smokers for its delicate
flavor.  Awmount of morphine very small,
varying from 8 to 1l per cent. which is
only obtained by means of u special se-
leetion.

Dogladich.—The best quality of Turk-
ish opium, paste delicato and fine, greatly
appreciated, especially by the smokers of
Central America.

Yerli.—All opium which is grown in
the neighborhood of Smyrnan s called
Yerli. Tt is less valued than that of Bog:
hadich, but is rich in morphine.  This is
the quality which is used for dreags wnd
wedicine.

Chaur.-~This kind is so like that of
Yerli that it may be weluded in the same
category.

Sulonica.--"The cultivaton of opivm at
Salonica is of velativedy recent date. Tt
has greatly extended, and produces about
800 bales per annum, half of which, of
very fine quality, is moreappreciated than
oven the Boghadich.

Raratrissar.~ “Lhis is the district which
produces the most opium, and which suj
plies, on & large seale, the trado of Fny
land, America, and Holland.,  The quali
ty of this varivty is very good; the mor-
phine varies from 9 to 12 por cent.

Adeth—Avprago quality brought from

all parts of the intevior.  The Turkish
word “ adeth ™ means “usanl * Tt repro.
subts the ordinary type, which is cusily
gold for Chinn and Amerien, aad  the
awount of morphine is almost uniformly
9% per cent,

Chuguate, This name is given to a

quality of opinm from various partsof the
interor. 1t s opium mixed with foreign
nwitter , at contains wotphioe, some times
to the eatent of U per cent.
Under this name are designat-
ed these opratus which are bought in the
condition n wineh they aveive from the
intevior.  There is o mixtuce of five kitds
and of Chingquitt,  The wmorphine is from
Y to 11 per cent. Tt should be noted
that mouldy oprums of bad appearance,
which are vejeeted, are often found tigur
g afterwirds e the category of the #So
s0’s.”
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VIEE PRICES OF TIE DRUG,

The waximum price of opium of late
yeites his bernt (0 franes the kilog,, und
the winimum price to which it has fallen
IN franes : but this last only occurred
once, and lasted but a very short time,
In any ease we are very far from that
peviod when this article, which used to
play a preponderating part in the export
trade of Swyena, sometimes reached very
high prices indeed,

The price used to go up and down, pro.
ducing great prolits and serious losses. But
the speculative spirit which used to mnrk
the opiut trade has entively disappearved ;
the vaviations of priconre slight, nnd ouly
follow the normal Iaw of supply and de
mand, in consequence of the extent of the
crops and the requirements of the con-
suner.-—Loretge. and Colonial Importer.

Tapioca.

Tapiocn at one time was a favorite ar-
ticle for speculation, says the New York
Jowrnal of Comusres, but the disustrous
results attending the operations of recent
years have taken the spirit completely out
of the old-time plungers, it botng n ditli
cult matter now to intlucenco attention
from large operators, and the jobbing
houses also are seemingly inditlerent us to
whether  they wury any  considerable
quantity of the goods in stock or not.
The consumption of the article is probably
greater toulay than aver hefore, large
quantitics being used in the wmanufac
tures, in adiition to the eatensive sale as
a food staple. Prices are indeed low,
though there has been some recovery from
the extrems point touched during tho per
iod of the greatest depression which pre-
vailed last year.  Pear), since sago disap-
peated from the mnrket, is now given the
preference by most buyers, - £,

To INcug sk THE Soneiiary o Bonax

-The: addation of a small amount of suy
ar greatly inereages the solubility of borux,
Tt will atso rapidly liquefy o solution of
gum nrabie which hag Uecome gelatinous
from the presence of harax,



