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TOWN AND COUNTRY.
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Poultry and Pigeons.

ARITFICIAL INOCUBATION.

Probably the first attempts at artificia) hatching
took place in Indis or China, where, to this day,
they use decayed organic matter for hatching out
ducks’ exgs. Pliny, in bhis writings, speaks cf the
Bgyptians hatohing their eggs in largs vases. In
Bgypt later or, and even up to this day, an enermous
guaatity of eggs are coutinually being hatched in

ovens. These * mamal-el-jurrg,” each

of two stories, one being undergrovad, are construct-
od somewhat as follows:—The lower of the two
floors is geaerally & yard and a balf high, two yards
wide, and three or four long. From this compart.
ment a door leads into a corridor and a hole in the
200f is the communication with the floor above, s
similarly constructed apartment. Beveral of these
ovens, each containing two separate floors are oon-
nected by holes in the walls of the higher compart-
ments, and spertures in the end are also made for
purposes of ventilation. The eggs are first placed in
the Jower apartment of each alteraste oven in three
Gorvs on chafl, each tier being separated from the
auext by this packing. The lower ovens are heated by
burning or rather allowing cow.durg mixed with
straw to smouider in the upper rooms. This fire is
oonstantly renewed and kent up by the attendants,
men who for generations have gained their livelthood
by the produce of these ovens. Bo aocustomed are
these people te judge of the proper temperature, that
they koop & hoat regular to five or six: degrees, it is
sald, slthough they have, of course, no thermometer
t0 serve them a8 & guide. After ten days, the eggs
are taken to the upper story, the fire beirg still
maintained as before in one of the top ovens, and
thoy then receive their heat laterally through the
holes iz the wall. The lewer compartments, hitherto
unused, are sow filled with eggs, whieh in their turn
are takea 1o the upper story as fast as the first ones
hatch out. This poiat of allowing plenty of ventila-
tion after 10 days {s worthy of ill attention, and is
made a strang poiat of with the present suctessful
Hydro-Incubators. As soon as the chickens batch

- Ahoy atw conveyed to & properly warmed room, and
Iater ave confided to the care of persons specially
devoted to their bringing up.

-In thls methed of artificial hatching the heat for
the firet ten days is from above, the last part of the
tims it reaches the eggs laterally by meaus of the hot

.oir which ceomes from the neighboring oven. Of
oourss, in such a process the entire aucoess depends
upon the skill and care of the operators. 4s a rule,
thoy are said to rarely exceed 98 or 100 degrees
¥ahr., and seldom to fall below 90 deg. Every 15 or
20 villages has its mamal. The inhabitants carry
thair eges to it and returm on the twenty-second day
to receive, gemerally speaking, 300 chickens for every
800 eggs.

Charles VIL, of France, attempted artificial hatch-
-fag om this principle at Amboise, but without much

- success. Then came Heaumur, who followed the
Chinese method, and later on we find the records of
very considerable success obtained by Bonuemain.
This physicisa is the first who attempted heating the
eggs by means of hot water. Up to 1814, Bonnemain
appears 10 have successfully worked an incubating
sxtablishment in Parls, suficiently large to produce
1,090 chickens each day. Be this as it may, it is
ungquestionabls that be provided the Paris market
with issmense gusatities of poultry. He was ruined
by the events sucoseding. the battle ot Waterloo, and
$esund cironters in which he stated that one of his in-
cubators working comstantly would produce $509
worth of pmiltry & year. He allowed half this
smount for gxpenses, and declared the balanoe to be

Ao profit olajsable. His incubators were very
Jonga, and were built pon the premises. They were

very expensive, but the fact of his establishment ex-
isting from 1800 to 1814 proves, that although per-
haps exaggerated, he must hava derived very con
sidorable profit from his artificial hatching and
rearing.

1n 1885, the firat so-cslled Hydro-Inoubator was
exhibited by Mr. Gerard, in France, who in his cir-
cular claimed, if not the full invention, at least to
have much simplified and cheapened the means of
artificlal hatching. His system was to provide the
heat by means of a hot-water cistern, connected with
indiarubber, placed iz contavt with the iop of the
oggs. Mr, Gerard maintained the heat of the water
by buraing a charcoal fire let into the cistern in a
cylinder. He was also probably the first to produce
a portable artificial rearing mother. Expense and
trouble in working, however, eventually caused Mr,
8 1 Gerard to give up his 1dea. The next hot-water in-
cubator was that of Cantelo, which was exhibited in
Bogland, and marked a greater sdvance than any
before it. Into the gueation of imcubators of the
present day we we are not prepared to go at this
time, this article being simply a retrospective glance
at what has lod up to the perfoct machines now in
use.

THR TIMR ALLOWANOCE.

It is but a matterof eommon justiss that the
faneier whose Joft lies farthest from the point ot loosing
should have an advanoe of time, as his birds must fly
o greater distance. Bowme fanciers purpose allowing
one and a half minutes to the mile, cthers will not

sllow s muech, and others pretend that the Beigipn ]

system, which awards the prizes to the birds flying
the mile in the shortest time, shonld be adopted. This
last, I think,is the most eguitable, as, with a light,
oontrary wind, a Lird needs iwe minuies to the mile,
while with a strong, contrary wind it weuld need four
or five, partisularly when it is nearing home and tired
out. On the other band, with a good breese favoring,
it will iy a mile in a minute, and sometimes less ; but
this is another reason why the Belgian system ot the
aoctual speed should be adopted here, I will give hiere
sn jostance where the giving of so much per mile
worked very disastromaly for the Brussels fanciers. In
s conconrse Aug. 7, 1879, from Nemours (850 miles)
894 birds flew for prises of honor and other prizses. A
number of fanciers of Lierre, 40 kils, further then
Brussels from the starting poiut, t20k part in the race,
The members of the socisty boliing against the sesepted
rule of the sctual speed, allowed one mianute per
kilometer for the difference that the birds bad to iy
farther. The day of the race the wind favoring the
birds, the onnsequencs was that, of the 83 prises, the
Lierre and neighborhood fanciers won the first 88 prises,
and 45 of the eutire 58, L’'EKpervier of Angust 34,

giving the result of the race: * Notwithstanding the

time measure for the classification in our colombephilic
conoourses, there are still to be found fanciers deatf to
the lessons of experience,and that prefer to remain
true to the old regime in their system of olassifieation.

To all such we recommend s careful astady of the
result from Nemours, flown last Sunday by the society
‘la Roue d'0Or.' The first pigeons that arrived bad
atiained a speed of 1600 metres per minute, and the

rules of the 1800 were that, acoording to the distance to poses.
be flown, the fancier would either loss or gain one |larger

minate per kilometer.

“I¢ has turned out that, under these circumstances,
the fanciers liing farthest have besm favored te such
an extent that they have wom all the first prizes ; 1n
fact, the places situated at 40 kils, from Brussels bave
had an aliowanee of 40 minutes, whereas, Ly the actual
speed, they would only have had 94, whiel is o fair
saloulation when the exceptional speed attained by the
birds last Bunday is taken into eonvideration.

“ The result of this eoncourse has already borme

fruits : The soclety * La Libre Union,’ of Neusmels,

generally acknowledged superiority of the system of | magie sp

greatly affeoted by the sorrowful consequenoses to whieh
the concourses are exposed under the old system, at
the last moment has deecided to adopt the time

mouure for its conocourse from E{ampes, to-day. We
that all societies stiill followin? the old system
{ do better hereafter in dropping it for the * notul
speed.’ We are certsin not one voics will be lifted
against this plan which we have always advocated.”
Whatever system is adopted by the majority of the
hnoleu of thh vioinity, I will submit to it with a goed
50 bus, if after lony years of oxyorionu. eur
lglm friends ascospt the aeotual speed as best, we
should think it over well befors adopting any other
course.—JoAn Van Opstal, in the IMer'a Journal,

“
Chess.
All correspondence for this celumn should be ad-

dressed to the ‘‘ Chess Editor," Town axp Couxray
Toronto.

Problem No. 9.
Frem * Breotano's Monthly."”

By O. E. Burlingams.
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BLAUK,
White te play and mate in 8 moves,
D
ZURKERTORT va. ROSENTHAL.

This matoh has been oomcluded, Dr. Zukertort wia-
ning the 18tk gamse. The Anal soore stands, Zakectort
7, Rosenthal 1, drawn 11,
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A WORD TO THE PAIR 8EX.

Wae olip the following exirasts from a receut artiele
on chesa in the Philadelpbia Times :

Do you know thal around the nuodch-ﬂnu
hangs the perfume of aweet love rumenoes ?
while lustzous eyes have strayed over the Mmd
field to find & mate, hearts have mgted wlthm 80
much of seekingj Why, fair one, love and shéss are
twin eonspirators to steal men's hearts!
{’c‘m nolhplq?d If you aresingle
usbun you bave ope '
ollsbouthim snd.kn him at 'M
Ohmhumhldlul
m ol pootimuul tion migh
$, cireums; «au t be so de-
nlopdbye ess playing as to become habitual in the
sterner baitles of life, was no doubt enthusisstie at the

of eorrectness ; but that like Algebra, it de.

and strengthens ipowerwf the mind, there
oan nodubt. As it ealls heonunuluﬂhﬂunl
ties of imagination, memo!

g BREVITIES,
ome of the Bt. Louls amateurs
Mr, Jlddilthomt M.inh:;”
" 15 e Hemines e ——
o Hamilton Chess Glub
games had been finished

and Mesers, Bowau, Shaw Marroway, Hisks,
Judd aad Braith ame sach
o dnaw %uu. lowl'n‘:‘:dorm




