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MEASUREMENT OF STONE,

There is no more prolific somce of
troable to a quarryman than the measure-
ment of lis pioduct. It 15 extremely
difficult to measure rough stone accurate-
ly. No two men, if actuated by no motive
but 1o get accurate results, will measure a
ot of rough stone alke. They may
closely appruximate as to g rand totals, but
they will differ considerably as to cach
separate picce. How much more apt,
then, are two men to disapree when one
is sclling acd une buying on the measure-
ments made? Every inch lost to the
quarryman means lost rock, lost labor and
excessive freight paid. To the mason
that inch gained is all profit and icrefore
an object worth fighting for.

To eliminate this uncertainty as to
measurements. This chance of turning a
narrow margin of profit into an ugly loss
and to get paid for what stone is actually
shipped, has been the subject of much
thought and discussion unong quarrymen,
but as yet without result. Itis doubtful
if quarrymen can ever be made to agree
and insist on one rule for measurements,
such as hold 2mong lumber dealers, brick
manufacturers ard manufacturers of other
building material. A rule governing the
measurement of stone might apply satis-
factonly to one class of rock and yet work
a very great hardship to one operating in
a different kind of stone. Naturally such
a rule could not be enforced.

The suggestion made some time ago of
selling stone by the ton would be a good
thing for the quarryman, but it could not
be carried out mn practice.  Its particular
and fatal fault is that it would puta prem-
ium on poorly scabbeled stone. Riprap
and hand rubble stone might be sold that
way, and is in some localities, but with
this ciass of rock the conditions are not
the same as with bridge rock. With these
kinds of rock everything goes into the
work and, knowing the weight of the
stone per foot, any contractor can readily
calculate his prices when buying by the
ton. But with bridge rock the case is
different. This stone must be cut and
the rougher the stone comes the heavier
the waste and the greaterthe cost of labor
of cutting. Buying by the ton a masonry
contractor would be at a loss to know what
the rough stone was costing.

Wall, or engineers’ measurement, seems
to be a fair method of buying and selling
stone, but is not fully satisfactory. Con-
tractors object to paying for the gain of
the stene in the wall even though the price
is made with this gain taken into con-
sideration.  As for the quarryman he will
find that the stone is wastefully used and
that coping and other dimension stones
are used as backing, or anywhere n the
place they were guarried to fit, necessitat-
ing muck quarrving of costly pieces, He
will find, too, that no effort will be made

to check up the material on haud, and
unless he is very watchful he will have a
quantity to ship back to the quarry on
completion of the work.

This leaves but one method, to measure
on the cars at the quarry. If the stone
are measuzed by a shilled cutter and
1easonable allowance made, not only {or
squarning the stone bat just a hittle more
for good measure’s sake, and the dimen-
sions are marked on the stone, a quarcy-
man s pretty sure to get paid for what he
charges out. Couple with this arrange-
ment a strict agreement wih the con-
tractor, that in case a stoae does not
meisure out that it be set aside and be
measured by the quarryman and contrac-
tor, or their representatives, jointly, and
in case such stones are not set aside the
measurement charged at the quarry to
stand. Such an arrangement as this will
prevent a stupid foreman, an overzealous
cleck or a dishonest contractor from cut-
ting the measurements to suit them.
selves, and with an honest contractor, will
recommend itself as a plan for adjusting
any errors in an amicable and expeditious
manner.

Errors are more apt to be made by the
contractor than by the quarryman. At
the quarry it is part of the daily routine
for a man, selected for his skill, to meas.
ure stone. With the contractor, a clerk,
a foreman or any handy man who happens
to have the time is sent to measure up the
stone on its arrival, and no one can be
found responsible when flagrant errors
are proven.

It seems to be the almost universal
practice among contractors to cut the
quarry measurements. Not because they
are wrong, but because it has grown to be

such a common practice that it scems to
be expected. This practice comes from
the fact that not many quarrymen can
afford after making heavy shipments to
wait an indefinite ume for their money,
and rather than bring the affender to book
by taking the matter to court they settle
on alinost any basis offered. This sort
of thing should not be allowed but should
be relepited to the shelf with the bakers
dozen and uther antique practices of that
sort, If the quarryman will study his
customer and keep his business well in
hand there 1s no reason why he should
always be assessed by the_contractor
without chance of recourse. F. C. Neeb,
in Stone.

DEBENTURES PL PURGHASED

lities i y, no matter for what
Durpose, will find a xeady purchnscr by applying to
G. A, STIMSON & CO., 9 Toronto Street, Toronto

Any assistance required in computin calculations in
cennection with sinking fund, etc., will be gladly given.

N.B.—Money to loan at lowest rates on first mortgage

EUREKA GONGRETE (===
—===) PAVING COMPANY

FOR SIDEWALYXS,
STABLE FLOORS,
CELLAR FLOORS,
BREWERY FLOORS, ETc

A, GARDNER & CO.

17 Yonge St. Arcade -  TORONTO
‘Telephone 2147

Water Works
Fire Hydrants
Stop Valves

8" to 36"

BOILERS, TONERS 3G, ENGINES AND GEAERAL WORK
JNO. PERKINS CO'Y

Toronto Brgine Works . . . . TORONTO

HERGULES- INDESTRUCTIBLE- CULVERT

20 per cent, more water-

way tban circular form,
Sl S ‘ Unrivalled for
Strength. Durabilit,
-~ i + 4‘ Cheapness. y
— v I \ladel;n' ;lzf?:fnm-\::i'szft in, 30
;1 < k QT( ® Wryite for prices to
docarasconiembooeeee 2 EDWIN W, SMITH

344 Garth St., Hamilton, Ont,

«{ THE THREE RIVERS IRONWORKS CO. bs -

TAREE RIVERS, P. Q.

MANUFACTURERS OP

Gast Iron Water «¢ Gas Pipes

of best quality, from 2 inches in diameter,
HRYDRANTS, VALVES anc GENERAL CASTINGS.

Drummond McCall Pipe Foundry Gompany,

MONTREAL

MANUPACTURERS OF

GAST IRON WATER & GAS PIPES

WORKS : LACHINE, QUE.

PRICES ON APPLICATION.

M UNICIPAL. DEBENTURES

wanted for foreign clients. We can place Debentures di-
rect with foreign clients without clnrgc to municipalitics.

: Commission allowed to persons introducing new busitess : : ¢

AMILIUS JARVIS & CO. sialuiBundiken. Tovenmontazeats, 10 Kb St West, TORONTO

ELECTRIC RAILWAY BONDS PURCHASGED.

BTOCK EXCHANGE ORDERGE PROMPTLY EXECUTED,

e




