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MEASUREMEN4T 0F STONE.

lucre is ita more p('oliic source of
trouible ta a quarrymian than the ileasure-
riuent of bis pioduct. Il is extrcntcly
difficuit to ileasure rougit stone accurate-
ly. No two meit, if-actuaîcd by nu motive
but ta get accuir.îî resuits, wilI meiasure a
lot of rotigh stone alLke. They may
t.iusely *îp,'n a3 in lrand cotais, but
they li ditTer considerably as ta eacb
separate picce. liowv mucb more apt,
thon, are tno nicn ta d,.grce wlhen une
is sellhn and une buying un the mneabure-
ments made? Every inch iast ta the
quarryman means lost rock, lost labor and
excessive freiglit paid. To the niason
that ;nLi gdined as ail pàuftan mdtiscrefore
an abject wvorth fighitîng for.

Ta eliminate this iîncertainty as to
meiasurements. rThis chance of turning a
narrow margin of profit ino t a ugly ioss
and ta get paid for wvbat stane is acttîaiiy
sltipped, bans been the subject of much
tlîought anti discuîssion airing quarrymen,
but as yet wvitbout resuit. It is doubtful
if quarrymen cao ever bc macle ta àgree
and insist oni one rule for measurements,
such as lhold amnong lumbex dealers, brick
manufacturers anrd ntanufaicttirers of athler
building materiai. A rule gaverning the
measuremient of stone miglit appiy satis-
factorily tr0 one class of rock and yet work
a very great hardship ta ane operating in
a different kind af stone. Naturaily suich
a rule couid not be enfarced.

lThe suggestion made saine time aga of
selling stane iy the ton %vould be a goad
thing for tht quarrymnan, but it could nat
be carricd out in practice. Its particular
and fatal fault is that it %vould put a prem.
ium on poarly scabbeled stane. Rîprap
and hand rubble sto-.e miglit be sold that
way, and is in sorte localities, but wvith
this ciass of rock the conditions arc flot
the sanie as with bridge rock. \Vithb ese
kinds af rock everything goes ino the
work and, knowinzg the weight of the
sotan per foot, any cantractor cani readiiy
caiculate biis prices when buying by the
tan. But ivith bridge rock tht case is
different. This stone mnus- be cut and
thte rougher thte motun coules the heavier
tht vvascand the greatertite cost of labor
of cuttiog. Buyîng by the ton a înasonry
cantractor wvould be at a Ioss ta know what
tht rougi stone %vas costing.

Wall, or engineers' measurement, stems
ta be a fair metltod of buying and selling
stone, but is ttot fuliy satisfactary. Con-
tractars abject tu payîng for the gain ai
the stune in tîte vvaii even thaugh the price
is made wvith titis gain taken inta con-
sîderation. As for the quarryman lie mvil
flod tlîat tite stone is %vatsiefuiiy used and
that coping and ailier dimension stones
are used as backîng, or anywviere in the
place they %veto qlaarrîed ta fit, niCcesstt-
îng miuc!. quîrrying of costiy pîcces. Ht
%viil flnd, too, that no effort %%îll be made

ta check up the material an hand, and
uniess he is very watcbfui hte wvili bave a
quaotity ta ship back ta the quarry on
coîttpietion of the vvork.

Thtis Icaves but ane methocl, ta nteasure
on tue cars at tite quarry. If tht stane
aire nastîrcd by a skilled cutter and
teasanable albawance iii3de, nat orcly for
bqfiarriitg tht 5100e buit just a himte more
for goad mteasure's sake, and tht dimen-
sians are marked an tîte mtont, a quary.
nman is pretty sure ta gel paid for wbat lie
charges out. Couple wvith ibis arrange-
ment a strict agreement witb the con-
tractor, that in case a stone dots nat
messure out titat It bc set aside and be
measured by the quarryntan and contrac-
tar, ar their representatives, jaintly, and
in case such s-ones arc flot set aside tite
measurement ch.,rged at tht quarry ta
stand. Such an arrangement as titis wvili
prevent a stupid foreman, an averzealaus
cleck or a dishonest cafitractor ftam cul-
tiog the measurements la suit them.
selves, and %vith an boncst contrictor, wvill
recommend itsclf as a plant far adjusting
any errars in an amicablt andl expeditiaus
manner.

Errars arc mare apt ta be made by the
cantractor than by tht quarryman. At
the quarry it is part of tht daiiy routine
for a man, selected for bis skilli ta meas-
ure stone. WVith tht cantractar, a cierk,
a foreman or any handy mari w~ha happons
ta have tht tinte is sent ta mieasure up tht
stane an ils arrivaI, and no ont caoi be
found respansible whtn flagrant errars
aire praven.

It seems ta be tht aimost universai
practice antong contractars ta cut the
quarry measureinents. Not because they
aire vvrong, but because it bas grown ta be

suchl a, commuon praclice thrit il stems tb
be expectcd. This practice cormes fram
the talct that flot mlaity quarrymen can
afford aller making iîcavy shipmeitts ta
wait ai ndclinste lume for tlieir ittoney,
and rather than briitg the offecnder ta book
by taking the ma;tter to court ilbey seutie
on aliiiost any basis offcrcd. Tbis sort
of thing shouid flot bc allutted but shouid
be teleg.tted tu the sivelf witl% the bakers

, I i i, ll itet fitique 1lýite b~c ut that
sort. If the quarryman %vili study bis
custamer and kccp bis business wcII in
ltand there is no reason %vhy ho should
.ilways bc assesscd by thc contractor
without chance of recourse. F. C. Neeb,
in Stone.
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