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TRUTH.

11is fathor was Isaao Disraeli, author of
“Curiosities of Literature,” and whom his
illustrious son described as *a complete lit-
orary character.”

The family is» Hebrew one of great anti.
quity. Indeed, O'Connell, in roplying to »
somewhat cowardly attack made upon bim
by young Disracli, very delicat-ly insinuated
that this political strippling was dcacended
from tho thief who was crucified over oigh-
teon conturies ago. ¢His name,” asays
('Connell, *‘shows heis by descent & Jow.
There wero miscreants among these Jows,
howover, and it muet have certainly beea
from one of theso that D'sracli descondad.
He possesscs just tho qualitiesof theimpeni.
tent thief who died upon the cross, whose
pame, I veritably belitve, must have boon
Disracli, For ought I know the present
Diaracli is descended from him, and with
the impression that he is, I now forgive the
beir-at-law of tho blasphomous thief who
died upon the cross.”

‘T'his bitter depunciation was promptly met
by Disracli in a challengo to mortal combat,
0'Connell, however, who had a short time
previously killed his antagonht in an affair
of honor, declined to give our righteously
indignant politician satisfnction by this
means,

Before attaining his majority, Disraeli had
made himself ksown as an author. His first
remance, *‘Vivian Grey,"” was published
when he was in his twenty-firat year, and
met with a flattering reception.

In many respects this firat literary eJort
is the moat remarkable of all Beaconafield's
productions, and still possesseafor theoreader
as much or more interest thanany of his Iater
works This is accounted for from the fact
that the hero of the story, Virian Groy, =
sembles in 80 many particulars the author
himeelf, Somo critics have cven boldly
stated that ir this novel the aathor had de-
liberately prescribed for his hero a course of
life which he proposed to exemplify in hi,
own future career. And to this view wein
oline. The romance of ¢*Vivian Grey," read
in the light of what we now know of Lord
Beaconafield's checkered and eventful life, is
really his own autobiography.

“Vivian Grey"” was followed by a asrieso,
brilliant novels in which political and sociay
topics were nandled with great power and
originality, and in which many of the lead-
ing personages of the day were introduced
under thinly-veiled disguises.

To young men the atudy of Lord Beacons-
field’s career is poworfully inspiring, He
has been described as “*tho most superlatively
succeasful man of his time,” and when we
consider the apparently insaperable diffi-
cultiez he had to overcome, and the com.
manding position to which k3 attained, weo
cannot withhold our admiration of the bril.
liancy of his genius and the splendor of his
achievements,

It was in Jone, 1832, that Dismaeli firat
sought elcction to the British House of Com-
mons. In this and in throe subsequent con-
tests ho was unsuccessful, Many men, after
having s0 frequontly suffered defeat, would
have given up the struggle and sank back
{nto obscurity, Not so with Benjamin Dis-
moli. He knew nozuch word as fail. Ina
apoech delivered shortly after his second or
third defeat ho said he was “not at all dis-
heartened. He did not in avy way foel liks
a boaten man, Perhaps it was because ho
was getting accustomed to it.”

In 1537 he atood as a candidate for Maid-
stone. This was his fifth contost for Par.
lismentary honors, and at the close of the
poll he was thrilled with dolight to leam
that he had beon elactod, and ono great ob.
j oct of his ambition was realized.

Diwrsoli was exceedingly anxious to 1'air

his eloquence’’ In tho House, and took tho
earliest opportunity and first protoxt to do-
liver his maidon speech,

The clrcumstances under which this first
offort took place have bocimo historical, and
wo shall refor to them but briefly, He had
carcfully proparod his speech and rohearacd
it, and oxpooted to make a profound impres-
sion, Lut his profuso gestures and grand.
iloquont acntences excited the ridicule of
the mnembors. As ho proceeded, the ironical
cheoring and shrill cat-calls bocame a0 fro-
quent that ho could not go ob, and he con-
cluded in the words of the iadlgnant pro-
pheoy of which the world has long siuce
seon the brilliant fulfilment : ¢*I have begun
sometimes many thingy and have succeeded
at leat, and though I sit down now the timo
will come when you will hear mo 1"

To many this terrible failure scenied ovor-
whelming and icreparablo, but Disracli
never accepted discomfiture. ‘A failure,”
sald he, ¢‘is nothing. It may bo deserved
or it may be remedied. In the firat instance
it brings self-knowledge ; in the sccond it
developes a now combination which may he
triumphant.”

A year and a half elapsed before he again
attempted to address the house, The later-
val had been spent in oultivating the arts of
speech and in storing his mind with Parlia-
mentary knowledgo. The rosnlt was ths¢
in his next speech he created a complete
revulsion of {celing in his favor, and step by
atep rose to the position of one of the most
powerful Eoglish statesman the history of
the nation had produced.

But we have not space to follow our sub-
ject through the alternate toils and tii-
umphs which conducted bhim from the ob-
scurity of a solicitor's chambers to the ox-
alted degree of Prime Miniater of tho great-
est empire in the world.

Disraeli’s elevation to this lofty pinnacle
took place in 1887, when he was 62 years of
age. As Prime Minister he was determined
and briliiantly dramatic, but we think not
always oonsciontions.

WWhat was the secret of his dazzling suc.
cess?

O’Connor aays that ¢ the great principle
and the-great secrot of Lord Beaconsfield's
success was to play on the meaner paesions
of men.”

Aunother writer affirms that *“bis patience,
temper, perseverance, his contempt of re-
verse, of obatacle or difficulty made him ir.
reaistible in that whichk he w.dertook,”
whilat he himself attributed 2 .cge share of
his political and lite.vry success tohis wife's
inspiration and devotiod.

Perhape no public man of the lsst century
and & half has had his motives 8> soriously
questioned as Lord Boaconsfield. One
critio has said that *“all through his life he
had played with every feeling, with every
public man, with overy Intereat of Eogland
with the recklessness of the foreiguer, to
whom all these things were but as worthless
cards in the great game of ambition which
bo was playing.”

But such ssverestrictures as the aboveus-
ually eminatedfromthossof opposite politica}
views, and should not be taken as calmly
dispassionate criticlhms. TWhatever motives
actoated Lord BeaconaSeld dnring his long
and oventful public career, all, both friend
and foe, must bow bofore the majesty of
his power and the brilliancy of his genius.

' Ours be the gentler wish, the kinder task,
To give the tribute Glory need not ask.”
———— S ————————
Among all the virtucs, bumility, the low.
est, is pre-eminent. 1t is the safeat, be-
cause it iz always an anchor ; and that man
may be truly said to live the most content

in his calling who atrives to live within the
compeas of it,

SOME POLITICAL FOREQ48TING.

BY KDMUND COLLINS,

Truri had some very sensiblo observa.
tions the other day rusp ting the necessity
for an infusjon of new vitality into the Cabi-
not at Ottawa ; and the romarks made have
suggeated this contribution. S8ir Leonard
Tilley,whoae health, it will be lcarned every-
whero with regret, it in no hopeful condi.
tlon, isin England with his deputy, Mr.,
Courtney,scoking to negotiats a loan, It ia
whispored in very woll iuformod circles that
Sir Loonard is nogotiating his last loan, bas
dolivered his last badget speech ; and that,
upon his return from England, he will as-
sumo forthesecond timotho Licutenant-Gov-
ornorship of New Brunswick. Thero would
be mauny claimants for the Finanse Minister-
ship, but it is more than likely that Mr,
Thomas Whito, propriotor of the Montreal
Gazclte, would stand the best chance for the
portfolio. The country has not forgotten
that we rockon now among our citizenship a
very llon of finance, the late High Commis-
sioner of Canada, Sir A, T. Galt, Bat Sir
John does not like Sir Alexander, While
High Commissioner he made several loose
spesches, and aired some astonishing facts,
The chiof of theso was the Federation
Scheme, and this airing very much dis-
pleased Sir Jobn Macdorald, But the
whirligig of time brings ita revenge very
often. Sir John bimself, of late, bas not
bern loo‘ing with such sovereign dis
approval upon the pad whose airing was
such a piece of impertinent guilt in the
mouth of Sir Alexander. The Dogartment
of Railways anc Canals has been vacant now
for more than » 7:_., ~ad yet it accms as far
from getting an administrator as over, Mr,
Chapleau frequently casts longing eyes to-
wards Railwaya and Canals trom his paltry
office of State, and a capital Minister he
would make. But if Sic Hector retains
Pablic Works, the important offise of Rail-
ways and Canale will not be permit ed to go
into the hands of another Fr- nchmau, There
is & rumor afloat, but it lacks confirmation,
that Sir Hector msy bo asked to take the
administration of the Department of the In.
terior. This would be a most desirable
chapge for the country and for the North.
West ; but it is not likely that Sir Hector
will let Public Works out of his hands, As
the case atands there is much striving for
the vacant Dopartment, Mr. Pope is act.
ing Minis*er, but he has just carried through
his own railway scheme, and upon the score
of railways is pretty well satisfied, His
son-in-1aw, Mr. Ives, makes it pretty plain
to the House that the portfolio wounld be
very dear to him ; but ho isnot yat Mioister
of Railways and Canals, Thereis likewise
vacant the Department of the Interior, Sir
John having suggeated to Sir David Mac.
pherson to bary himself in the baths at Badex
while the arraignment for North-West man.
agement was golng on. It is oonsidered
highly improbable that Sir David counld over
again return to the Cabinct. He will in all
probability replace Mr, John Beverley Rob-
jugon in the Lieut.-Governorship, It is
therefore surmised that thore ms:r next aes.
sion be & vacau.y in the Speaker's chair,—
that a portfolio, during the summer, may be
given to Mr. Kirkpatrick.

Meanwbilo the session drags its slow
length along. A woek's adjournment has
been talked abont to allow mombers to run
homo and take a look at their business ; but
moat honorable gentlemen would just as lie!
ass tho tedisus busincss through, now that
they havo borne it a0 far. The protracted
contest between the majority and tha Oppoal.
tion hag revealed a fact which, aiace the

beginning of Parliament, had not boen 1ald

bare before, namely, that thore Ia not much
ability, cortainly very little fighting ability,
on tho Government sido of the House,

When the Opuosttion had fired broadside
after broadsido into tho Govornment, somo
of tho Ministeriallsts begn to twist unea-
sily ; and thoy wero heard to pray hoaven
that Tupper was back, Tho wish being
father to the thought, tho report got into
somo of the newspapors that ho was coming
back, But Sir John very speedily had the
story contradicted. Thore was never any
davgor of Sir Charles coming back 1 He is
not in good odor enough in the Cabinot for
that, It {a said that for threo weeks before
he sailed for Inglend, Sir John and he did
not exchange words excent when compelled
by official necessity ¢v do so.

The talk abouc Riel has aubsided, and
the poor nowspapers look like punmctured
gas-bags. My prediction, as published in
TrurH, that Riol would be tried in-the nr-
dinary way, was pooh.poched. but the
Prime Minister has since atated in the
Houso that in this manner he il be tried.
Some #till wink and nod their hoads, and
say that ¢ Riel wi'l be looked after by Sir
John,” Ne¢ better guarantee can be given
that Riel is out of tho bands of tts Ex-
ecutivo, and fairly in the hands of tne law,
thun the fact that Mr. Christopher Robinason
is to oconduct the prosecation, This isa
gentleman to whom no Prime Miniater
would dare to ‘““tip a wink.” If he says,
¢¢X shall prosecuts Riel,” the country may
be aure that ihe daty of the crown against
the marderer .u¢' disturbor of the common
peace will not be heedleasly or unfaithfully
done.
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A Bhort Sermon.

Mr, Spurgeon has a sermon to young
men, ir. which, commending the gervice of
God as the most desirable, he says: I
have great delight in seeing my children in
the samo service, WWhen a man finds that a
business is a bad one, you will not find him
bringing up bis boys to it. Now, the great
desire of my heart for my sons was, that
they might beoomeo the servants of Ged, I
nover wished fur them that they might be
great or rich, bat, oh, if they would give
thelr young hearts to Jesusl This I prayed
for moei heartily. It was one of the hap-
piest nights whan I baptized them ia the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost, upon profession of their
faith; and now, while I am speaking to
you, one is preaching in New Zealand, and
another in Greonwich, and my heart isglad
that the gospel which the father preachcs
the sons are preaching too. If my Lord's
service had been a hard one, I shounld have
sala to thcan lads, ‘Don't you take toit.
God is a hard maater, reaping whero He has
not strewed ; I went into the service blind-
17, but I warn you to avoid it.' My con-
d]nct has beon the reverse of this, and thus
bavo I giveu you beatages in the persons of
my sonx for my honeat love to my Maater
and Lord ; I do, without rezerve, comnmond
to you the service of the Lord Jesus Christ ;
10t if you enter it, you will wish your sons
and daughters to cnter it; and it will bo
your armtition that to the Jatest goneration
all your house may fear and serve God.”

——

Porfect mannors ave s part of the charac-
ter as much as patience and honesty, and
taeic beneficence is displayed ot only to-
wards the just, but the unjust—infaat, they
scem to belong to the texture of the wear-
er'z mind, to be a reflection of the spirit of
jastice which wonld give everybody hixdue,
withholding no civility or kiadness.

It is curlous how wo despise our best gifta
merely because they are common, and refuso
to consider ourselves prosperous and well off
unless we oss many coins and titles,
things ontaidn ourselves. In his old age
Montaigne used to say, “I am ready to
jump out of wy skin with joy, as for an
uncommon favor, when nothing ails me,”




