{
b

36

3 © T

Bk Then,” said he} how does it happen

that you and I view the same thing in such

a totally different Light” ,

¢ Neither you nor I, nor any other ‘man,”.

said I, « is the standard of truth. There

i8 a common standard—the word of God.”

I wish I had more confidence in it,,’ said
he, interrupting me. .

« How improbable it is, Mr. W.,” said I,

« That a benevolent God would leave his

creatures without some common standard

of truth, which would be the arbiter among

the contrary judgments and moral senti-
ments. This argument in favor of a Di-
vine revelation convinces me that the Bible
is the word of God, He who gave us the
maguetic needle, He who has made the
buman hand and the eyp with such wise
and benevolent adaptedness to our wants,
would not, He could not; fail to supply us
with such a means of instruction and
comfort as a revelation from himself. He
knew that the greatest desire of His crea-
tures would be, to have authentic informa-
tion of the character and the wishes of the
Being who holds them at His will, and of
the way to please Him,—to say nothing of
other things, which would make a revela-
tion indispensable; There must be such a
revelation, Mr. W. Did not the astrono-
mers, witneesing the perturbations of Ura-
nus, 83y, ‘ There must be a planet beyond
him to account for these disturbances ¥—
Did they not calculate where the undisco-
v world must be, and settle its distances,
and we}iffht., and orbit, by rules which re-
quired all which they afterward discovered ¢
1 eay that snch a system as that under
waich men live requires that there be a Di-
vine revelation, if there be a benevolent
$God.”

“ Oh,” said he, ¢you go too fast and too
far. Ihavenot settled the point that there
is such abenevolent Being.

$ My dear friend, uu% I, you cannot
mean that sufferings counterbalance all
those proofs which Dr- Paley, for example,
in his Natural Theology,’ quotes from every
side to show the goodness of God in the
whole structural economy of animate and
inanimate things.”

¢ How shall I account for it, then, that I
am &n exception ¥ said he,
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. *1 deny that you are,’ said 1’ ¢ You:
could not count up the number of those-
who have suffered as much as you. That
peculiar trials should have fallen to the lot
of any is to be exemplified hereafter, and
not perhaps in this life: an old writer says,
¢Quarrel not with God’s unfinished provi-
dences?  You have no doubt that your
wife and little child are gome to heaven,’

He made no reply.

¢ Your other daughter too, 1 learn was a
Christian. Suppose your son also, have
been prepared to die; and suppose, now
that you could look in upon your whole
family in heaven, would you feel that some

eat calamity had happened to them f—

ight not some there say, What family is.
this! Whom has God loved and honored
80, that He has transferred them together
here? There they are, a constellation of
four stars in the firmament of heaven,
known by some name, perhaps and as beau-
tiful to spectators as the Southern cross, or
Pleiades, with_a vacant place in their ar-.
rangement waiting for you.’ i

¢ That makes my presentloss and pain
1o less,’ 8aid he. .

‘But,’ said I, ¢ seventy years are a small

art of our whole existence. God may
ave judged that the very best way to

secure your usefulness here, and your eter-
nal happinese. was to take all your famiy
to heaven. There you may see that the
greatest kindness God ever bestowed upon
you was to bereave you, and thus to keep
you from having your portion in this life.
He broke up your nest, and took you on
his wings, and bore youabroad. He isnow
seeking to win your confidence and affec-
tion, that He' may save you. Are you
aware, my dear sir, that God loves you ¥

«Hecannot be what you say Heis, if He
can love me,” said Mr. W.

¢« Because He is what He is, He loves
you with infinite compassion ; but not of
course with complacency. - His feelings to-
ward you are those of infinite benevolence.

You will be as welcome to His favor,
and to eternal happiness as angy man, I -
am persuaded that - the peculiarity of
your afflictions is a proof of peculiar regard
for you; God is making peculiar effort to
save you. Do not frustrate them. These
clouds may be full of mercy. How much
your family in heaven must love you |—
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