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that Shakespeare %vas the great national poet
of his day, that his works %vere w'eli know'n
and eagerly soughit for throughout England,
and that 'they \v'crc reproduceci by com-
panies of strolling actors in the remote
provincial towns. H-e acquircd a much
gi-eater popularity during his lifé time than
ffli to the lot of the ordinary di-amatist.
IThis is clcarly attcstcd by the fact that his
plays alone \vere selectcd fî-oin a host of
others and publishied, and this is an age
wvhen but little reading "'as done. Shakes-
peare wvas introduced to the people under
thc most favorable auspices. Froude says:
" acting wvas the special amusement of the
1English during the sixteenth century from
-the palace down to the village gircen."

Shakespeare's sway in the sixteenth cen-
,tury is lcss mnarked. Thrce gîeat forces
were at work to accounit for this. The rise
of B3en Johnson and the Metaphysical
Schiool. Again national discontent in re-
ality an outbui-st of political feeling assum-
ced the gai-b of Puritanism. Mdental culture
received a dcadly blow whlen l'uritanl En ig-
]and supressed the drama and trod under-
foot the time honoreci.customs of the Yule-
log and the May-pole. Then the accession
of Char-les Il gave fi-ce rcign to French,
thoughit which îapidly prevaded politics,
religion and mi-oais nothing \vas exempt.
The drama became that of Co-ncille and
Racine, wlîile Dryden i-ende-cd Jiomage to
the new order of things by wvriting tîagedy
in rhymne. Vanbrugh, Wycherley and Con-
greve wcrc read by the cour-tiers. Yct even
in this age Dryden says Il'He %'as the man
wvho of ail modemn and perhaps ancient
pocts had the largest aind most comp-e-
hiensive soul." Milton speaks of him in a
poem prefixed to the ediiion of 1632 as

"Deai- son of nmeiory, great heir of faine
What needest thou such w-eal< witness of thy

name ?
Thou in our wonideî- and astonishuient,Hastbuji thyeifa live long, nionuînent.-

The annals of literatuî-e wvith those of
science give evidence that "'to cvery action
there is an equal and opposite i-eaction."
Tlie reaction began when the eighitecnth
centuîy ushered in the dawn of a great
national awakening. The signs of the
-times were visible in a series of articles
which appeared in the Spectator favorable

to the poet. Numerous- editions and- re-
viewvs of Sîx-akýespeare folloived Rowe's
cdition Of 170Q. These tended to neutralize
the Frence influence thoughi the leading
liteîaîy lights, Pope and Johnson stili clung
to the precise Fr-cnch drama and Shakes.-
peaî-e's violation of the " IJnîties " received
due censure at thecir hands. A Pharisce of
the înost îigid type could scarce have ad-
hcered more stî-ictly to the letter of the lawv
than thcy to the foi-in of the Gîeek drama.
Mcanwhile Garrick wvon his fi-st urs.-
\v'hilc pcirsonating Richard IlII, and thence-
forth, devoted much energy and talent to a
Shak~espeare Jubilc and the rcmainder of
his life wvas spent amid the influence of
Slîakcspea-ian literature. The nineteenth
century is one grand burst of song, the
ii'casui-cd cadence of Alfred» Tennyson
struck the key-note. The strains of Long-
fellowý, the swcet singer of the Americati
nation and the sage, homcly counsel of
Whitticr have smoothed the rough places
and î-ounided the angles of life.
the ruggcd, 0ae'- ot hcught
tracecl in Cailylcse Euglish, the liberal
views and caustic i-emarks of Macaulay,
the dccp reseai-ch of Matthiew Arnold* be
forgotten wvhile the landinarks of a national
literature i-cmain. An effort to trace the
relation of cause and effcct, carrnes the mind
back to the sixtcenith century; w~hile the
flag of England floats sie by side i'ith that
of the Young î-cpublic whose people bear s0
laîgely the imipress of Saxon thought and
feeling the name of William Shakespeare
wvill be revercd.

Our- modern literature owes much to the
reflex influence of Shakespeare through
Gcrmany and- lier writcrs. Lessing wvas the
flrst German savant to recognize bis gcnius,
Schlcgel and Wieland translated bis plays
into Germaii. These in the meantime wvere
permeating German thoughit until finally
the climuax is reaclhcd in the triumpbant
outburst of Gr-iman literature which points.
to the uiames of Goethe and Schiller. The
great revival known as the Sturm und
Drang per-bd mnoulded to a great extent
n incteenth centuîy I item-ature. Scott's boy--
ish admiration of Goethe grew uîvtithbis
years, and in bis day no novellist was-more
widc read than Scott. No author bas
wieldcd a gi-cater sway over the English
speaking race than Carlyle, and he va-s a
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