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rectly by contact. It appears probable, iiowever, that the infecti
already widely disseminated in this country sometime before a
epidemie was recognized.

Despite the. fact that there is still some uncertainty as to, the
of the. micro-organism causing pandemie influenza, one things is
that the disease is communicable from person to person. Me
judging from experience iu other disease, it is probable tliat the,
whatever its nature, is carried about lot only by those who are i
înfluenza, but by persons wio, may be entirely well. Everything
inereases personal contact, therefore, shouild be regarded as a fa
spr.ading influenza.

Much was hecard last winter of tiie use of face masks. Thou
use of suitably constructed masks will reduce the interehange of r
tory gei!ms througii inhalation, it must be remembered that th(
many other paths by -which sucli germs are transmnitted f rom pei
person. Soiled iiands, cominon drinking cups, improperly dlean
ing and drinking utensils in restaurants, soda fountains, etc.,
towels, infect.d food-these are only a few of the. common vehi
germ transmission. The. use of face masks aippears to make peou
glect tiies. other patha of infection, and se the use of face masks I
beeu att.nded with the. success predicted for Vhemn: If we would b
successful in eombating influenza greater attention mus.t b. paid
factors just enumerated.

The. question of most practical and immediate inter.st is the.
bilitýY of recurrenc, in the. near future. Recurrences are character'.
influenza epidemica; and the. history of the. st pandemic and pi
ones would seem to point to, the. conclusion that tuis one has not y
its full course. On the. other iiand this epidemic has already showi
more or less distinct phases aud lias beeu more severe, at least inmoi
than the, thre.-year epideinie of 1889-92 facts which justify the
tiiough not the conclusion, that it las run its course already.

It seems probable, iiowever, that w, may expect at lest local
rence lu the. near future, witii an increase ov.i' the. normal mortalit,
pueunionia for periieps several years and certainly we should
far as possible, prepared to meet them by previous organizat
forces and ni.asures for att.mpted prevention, treatment, and se
investigation.

Thera siiould b. no repetition of the. exteut aud distreas
accompanied last year~s paudemie. Communities should maire plai
for dealing witl any recurre2ice o! the~ epidemie. Tii. promptr,
tion of the. early cases and their effective isolation slould b. aîi
1l1 this comiection, attention is called, to the fact that the, case


