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Why is it that there is no real public knowledge of the danger of cancer
and the only means of its cure?

PHYSICIÂNS MUST NOT ADVERTISE.I

I arn afraid that the blame for much of this laek of informationi
must be laid at the door of the physician himself. The bînding cd
against adertising affects the honorable man-not the quack. The source
of the medical knowledge of the masses to-day îs still the charlatan and
lis newspaper advertisemcnts, and it is tixue, indeed ,that the publie
receive accurate information from those who know thc situation.

The'reinarkable faîl in the death rate from tubereulosis during the
laut few years is due to, the widespread publicity given by physicas
both as individuals and as mexubers of thc Assoiation for the Study o
Tuberculosis, to this simple fact: that the disease eau easily he eured, if
tàken in time. Sixuilar campaigns of publieity have been carried ou
by the hife insurance companies and the inutual benefit, societies, wt
equal success. The cure of tuberculosis, however, is a relativel i l
matter, rcquiring chiefly rest, good food and fresh air; the cure ofCacr
on the other hand, is, unfortunately, more diffieult.

Cancer is a disease whieh, especiallywhen it is internai, is ofe
hard to recognize, and, niorcover, it is one whidh requires imdae
action if good results are to, follow. This ixumediate action, in thet
,majority of cases, is recourse to operation by highly trained and kle
speeialists.

To some people the words "highly trained" and "akilled p a-
ists" brihig chiefiy the thought, of a heavy bill; but it must bc e.nea
bered that iu hundreds of Jiospitals and dispensaries througiiouItth
-land, especially in the larger ciies, the advice of sueh specia1ist at b
obtained ou the payment of a mnerely nominal f ce, and that at any i.
the services of a man who kniows are less expensive in thc end than he
of a quaek.

TERE BEGINNING OP' PUBLIC EDUCATION.

A beginning in public education about cancer has, indeed, beeou ad
by the Axuericani Society for the Control of Cancer, anognzto
formed to spread accurate and authentie knowledge concerning tea
ease among both physicians and the publie; such, for instancethe
fact that in England cancer is the most frequent cause of death m g
woxnen after the age of f orty-five; that in the United States one m i
fourteen and one woman in eight over forty years of age dieofth
disease; that, if taken at the begrnuing, the majority of cases of cne
are curable; that the only cure is the reinoval of evcry vesieo à
disease; and that the only sure way of accomxplishing this is by asugi
operation.


