
Conpreýsie:ü of thse Vagus Verve. 163

different iospitals of Paris, ihere it weas administered for teic purpose

,f reducing discolation of tie þead of the lttmerus.
On the other hand, compressioi of the vagus is perfectly frec

from any danger ihatever to life. I have used it ie tise most varied
circuttances and have never yet witnessed any instance ihaitever to
insi ire tes -witi anxiety or doubt as te any fatal consequence.

To the ordinary observer tie thle eficets of vagal presre appear

to be attended with considerable danger, which is, iownever, more
apparent than real In tie caie of an individual falling to the
ground as if strueck by lightning wvith ail the synptomes of nensibility
so graphicilly described by A1nistotIe, the ieart is always found to be
pulsating, and the nepiration in play , moreover tihe phiysiologist
knowes of no mleans of pernianently afieling the tuseular irritaibiity
of tie ieart by auy agents, cither mschanical or electrical, applied to
the trunk of the vague. Indeed the two vagi nsy be dsvided, as is
well known, vithout arreeting tie action of tise respiratory or the cir-
culatory organe.

It is quite different with tie ordin.ry anseties, particuliarly

chloroformi, ihose influesce continues te accunulate in tise varions
muscular org-ns, especially the ieart, gradually de-troy ng their irri-
tabisty se insidiously that death may be immment without our being
avare of it The only way te ascertain tils death of the ieart in tie
case of an animal is to expose and subject it to galvaniism, when we
observe that tise toxie influence of tie chloroforme has dtestroyed its
powcer ofreacting under tise influence of etectricity and other agent-.

We cannot shut onur cyces to tie fact tist tise danger attendin-
thel administration of eilorofori is still eonsiderable se the laboratory
of tise physiologist, eeu in the comparatively iealthy subjects with
whieh lie lias te dea, and until this danger ean be obvisted it is almost
hopeless to expect perfect immunity in tie operatmg roose

Guided by tise ideas I have above enounced, regaaditsg the nature
of the cases wiere vagal pressure is msîst applicable, I have lately tried
it in a case of tooth extraction A molar tootIh vas extracted frot an
out.patient of the Hôpital Cantonal by one of the house-surgeons.
Wyhite the patient was seated I was preparcd at the bsck of the chair
to apply pressure on both vagi As soon as the key was gently appled
round tise tooth 1 began the pressure, and gave a sign fer tie operator
te commence. The resuit was perfectly satisfactory. According to
the statement of the patient se had suifercd no pain, and was most
tnthusiastic in ier thanks to mte. At the moment sf extraction the


