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different hospitals of Paris, whero it was administered for the purpose
of reducing discolation of the head of the humerus,

Oo tho other hiand, compression of the vagus is perfectly freo
from any danger whatever to life. I have used it in the most varied
circumstances, and have neser yot witnessed any tnstance whatever to
insgiro mo with ansiety or doubt as to ay fatal consequence.

To the ordivary observer the the effects of vagal pressure appear
to be attended with considerable danger, which is, however, moro
apparent than real  In tho cate of an individual fuiling to the
ground a3 1f struck by lightning with all the symptoms of insensibility
s0 zraphically described by Aristotle, the heart is always found to be
pulsating, and the vespiration in play, morcover the phywologist
Lnows of no means of permanently affecting the muscular irritability
of tho heart by any agents, cither mechasical or cleetrical, applied to
the trunk of the vagur  Indeed the two vagy inay be disided, as is
well hnown, without arresting the action of the respiratory or tho cir-
culatory organs.

It is quite different with the ordinary ancesthetics, particularly
chloroform, whose infl 1 to I in the various
muscutar org~ns, especially the heart, gradually destroying thew irri-
tability so insidiously that death may be imminent without our being
awarcof it The only way to ascertain this death of the heart in tho
case of an animal is to expose and subjeet it to galvamean, when wo
observe that the toxie infl of the chloroform has destroyed its
power of reacting under the influcnec of cleetricity and other agente.

We cannot shut our eyes to the fact that the danger attending
tho administration of chloroform is still dcrable in the lak 'y
of the physiologist, even in the comparatively healthy subjects with
which he has to deal, and until this danger can be obwiated it 1s alnost
hopeless to expect perfect immunity in the operating room

Guided by the ideas I have above enouaced, regaading the nature
of the cases where vagal pressure is most applicable, [ have lately tried
itin a case of tooth extraction A molar tooth was extracted from an
out-patient of the IIopital Cantondl by ono of the houscsurgeons.
While the paticat was seated I was prepared at the back of the ehair
to apply pressure on both vagi  Assoon as the key was gently apphed
round the tooth T began the pressure, and gave a siga for the operator
to commence. Tho result was perfectly satisfactory.  According to
the statemeat of the patient sbe had suffered no pain, and was most
enthusiagtic in her thanks tome. At the moment of cxtraction the




