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D Swrgical Injurics Admitted into the London Hospital, Lite. By Jony
Apams, Esy., . R. C. S., Susgeon to the Hospital.
(From Dublin Medical Press.)

Every ussue of the body is lable tuaccident—{rom the outer covering
of the body to parts in it~ inmost recesses: there is scarcely a point
(however careful Nature may have been in defending it) but is liable to
»hock or injury from external violence. Accidents, tor the mwost par,
are found m duferent tissues to confurm themselves to general laws,
"hus, injuries of the skin result in laceration, and even lacerations as-
«ume particular dircetions in many instances. Again, injuries of mus-
cles, result either in division or rupture ; injuries of tendons, in strains
or rapture ; whilst ligaments are either sprained or divided by rupture,
Bones are hable to fractures of various Kinds, also to contusions ; and so
we may proceed through various parts, observing that all the tissues are
simultaneously luble to coutusicns, lacerations, and incisions; and
hence, 1n treating decp-seated wounds, your treatment must be adapted
to what T may term the exigencies of every individual tissue of a part.

You must, of course, expect out of thousands of cases great similarity;
but you must be prepared for some cases of o very unusial character.
Perhaps no two cases are quite parallel; but it happens occasionally that
unusual cases veeur, and sometimes most ectraordinary aceidents will
happen. Thus, I may mention that three dislocations of the hip in
children wader 10 years uf age, have been admitted into the hospital in
my recollectivn.  In two the dislocation cccurred upwards, and in the
other downwards ; so also I may mention a case now under my care
not strictly an aceident, but admitted here as a casnalty. It is a case of
extravasation of urine, veeurring in w ¢hild of 5 years of age without ex-
ternal vivlenee. This js most unusual. Amongst the extraordinary
cases, I may moution one of a sailor, who had fallen {rom the yard-am
of a vessel mto tne Londun Dock, and was picked out of the water with-
out his right wrm, which had been torn off in falling, and was never af
ter found ! Another instance oceurs tuo my mind : a man was pinned &
the deek uf w slup by @ bolt of only fuur inches in lengih, which was
attached to the lower end of a mast.  ‘Ihe bolt passed through his ches,.
close to the base of the heart, through the lang, and, coming out close to
the spme, was driven an inch into the deck. The man got well!  Sol
can mentioh tu you u case, extracrdinary from the recovery after numer
ous [ractures und dislucations. A man wasbronght to the hospital, have
mg falien fio ihe yard-arm, and was found to have sustained all the
following mjuries—in fact, knucked to pieces, as one might say :—Disle-
cation downwards of the right hmmerus; dislocation backwards of the
right femur ; dislucaton inwards and backwards of the right tibia and
ankle, and 1 wound 3 fracture of the left tibia just below its head, aud
dislocation backwards of the fibuls, ; comminuted fracture of the left &
caleis; fracture of the external raalicolus. Yet he recovered !




