
O'USINAL COMMIUNIcATIONS.

generous heart, founded the above institution, and lookled with pleasure
and with pride on thefour poor sick men, that his bounty fed, and his
kiridness nursed, little did lie drcam that ncarly half a hundred demented
beings would one day be congregated together on the same spot, and
within an edifice unsurpassed in coinfort or architectural beaity. It is
situated in a nost delightfuil part of the country. On one side the forest
of Vincennes, and on the other the Marne and Seine. There are nume-
rons gardens, promenades, pretty groves, &c. The na:es occupy one end
of the building, the females the other; mortality is about 1 in 8.5. The
number of recoveries (of intellect) not unfrequer.tly anounts to one in 3,
and it is thouglt that iany more would recover were it not for short-
coming funds compelling their removal.

1OSPICE DE LA VIELLESSE (IALE).-This hospital is usually known
under the naine of Bicêtre, and is sitnated at the distance of a mile and
a half from Paris. Alnost every public building in Paris lias, at one
time or another, experienced those vicissitudes of fortune, those convul-
sive movements, which, unfortunately for the French nation, too fre-
quently occur. The Bicûtre forns no exception, and isintiimately incor-
porated with its country's history. It was a chateau in 1220, then *the
hot bed of political intrigue-afterwards the seat of diplomatic negocia-
tions-then a retreat for debauchés courtiers-subsequently a military
hospital-afterwards a general hospital, where diseases of all kinds were
huddled together in delightful confusion. Idiots, knaves, and prostitutes,
with the really and feignedly sick, without distinction of age or sex,
were cooped up within its walls, and it was not until 1S20 that the Bi-
cêtre became, s it is now, a house of refuge for indigent old age. The
situation of the Bicêtre is very favorable-an elevated picce of land, in
the middle of an extensive open field. Those who have attained the
age of 70 are admissible on recommnendation, while those who have at-
tained 79, by right. la connection with it there is a department for lu-
natics. The indigent and the insane work a certain number of hours a
day (unless countermanded by the physicians attending), and to the in-
digent is returned one-third of the proceeds of their labor. The estab-
lishment contains 3120 beds, 100 of which are fer the insane. The mor-
tality among the latter is 1 in 6.48, precisely the same as that which
holds good among the aged!

In connection with the Bicêtre, there is, for the female insane, a work-
house ; and an immense farm for the males ; the latter work on an average
8 and 10 hours a day. Male and female teachers are attached, who go
far towards bringing back dethroned reason.

SILPETRERE.-An institution similar to the preceding, for females
exclusively, above 70, and the insane and cancerous. For the indigent


