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French language and pealmody (plain-chant). Mr, Maucotcl hus obtained
a cenificate of ability from the Commission of Primary Education, held
st [ipinal, in the Departnent of Vosges, in France; but he will obtain
a diploma from the Catholic Board of Examiners for the district of Mon-
treal, at its next meeting, in September next ; he would prefer a situttion
in some county parish in which he could obtain a situntlon us Binger.
Address ¢ the ltev, Superior of the * Peros Oblnty,” St. Peters Church,
Qucbec Suburbs, Montreal.

Miss Olive Dugal, a teacher who has ohtained an elementary cchool
diploma, will engage to teach the En;fhsh and French lungunges,
Address to Sesers' Loranges, advocates, Montreal,

Mr. C. W. Smith will undertake (o teach in an clemeutary school, and
i3 prepared to obtain a model school diploma at the next meeting of
the Board of Examiners. Address: C. W. Smith, Quebee
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MONTREAL, (LOWER CANADA) JULY, 1858,

Public Examinations and Distributions of Prizos in the
Several Normsal Schools.

The first regular year’s course of studies in the three normal
schools has just been completed. The examinations for the obtain-
ing diplomas were in al! of them, long and severe. There were in
cach school, twr examinations, the oue oral, the other in wnting,
The public wero specially invited to attend these examinatious,
and we were happy to remark, that atthe McGill normal school
the elite of the english postion of the society of Montreal, attendedd.
Ou the occasion of the distribution of the prizes and diplomas, the
large gothic hall of the school was actually crowded. The Super-
intendent of Education presided, supporied on s right by the
Anglican Lord Bishop of Klumreal, aud on the Jeft by the Hon. Mr.
Justice Day ; the Hon. Judge Badgley, a great numbor of the
membeis of the bar, and ministers of the different protestant deno-
minations were also present,

‘The Superintendent opened the proceedings with an address in
which he strongly urged the necessity of encouraging and support-
ing our normal schools, and of not giving way to that peculiar
disposition which as soon as a reform is made, destroys it by
attempting to improve it. Perhaps (he added) men who merely
dealt in figures might attempt to find some objection, they would
perhaps compare the number of pupils with the expense of their
education and then tell you F-w much a head each cost: « It was
not, however, by this that the utility of the normal echool was 10 be
judged, for the great benefit it conlerred consisted in its raising
hig?ler the standard of teaching in this country, and ensuring the
enjoyment of good and thorough education to the public, by sewdin
forth teachers, whom a course of study there, should have fully fitte
for their work. It had Leen argued “in opposition to the establish-
ment of normal schools, that they would not get pupils. The pupils
were there in the room. But it had been said again, that they
would not receivo sufficiont salaries. He confessed that the salaries
were not what they onght to be, but the evil was being rapidly
remedied throughout Lower Canada. The amount of subscriptions
collected for educationul purposes had become neatly doubled, and
at that moment there were 12 or 15 municipalities paying £100and
upwards to their teachers. He would give them another instar.ce,
which was the more pleasing, as the municipality to which he
alluded wes one of the smallest in the lower piovince. He had been
called away suddenly to the school at the Tanneries, where they
paid their teacher £120 per annum, and gave him in addition lodg-
mg and 6 cords of firewood. He went over and found there 166
pupils, with the examination of whom he was much pleased. Thuse
was, of course, still room for progress, but he must say that very
much had been done, more especially in the important items of
haok-keeping, mental arithmetic, and algebra. He quoted this as
an instance, and a very pleasing one, of the advance that education
was making, Ladies and gentleme 1, you ase now about to receive
prizes and diplomas which will give you the right of teaching any-
where throughout the conntry, you will recoilect that these diplomas
bringuig such high privilege, bring also heavy responsibility, a 1es-
ponsibility whicl. 4s you had fully explained to you at the vpening
of this school, is sceund only to that of the minister of the Gospel—
you stand between him and the parent. Consider then within
yourselves. how grave a care rests with you, and endeavour to cul-
tivate that which you will now require, a perseverance and assidvity

that may prevail over all obstacles, and a disposition that looks
upon nothing as umimportant. It is tho-collection of small drops of
water that forms the ocean, the aggregate of mmute atoms of matter
that forme our bodieg,-~it is every little action of our lives that shall
be summed up mto the mass by which we shall be judged. You
have my best wishes for your success in after life, and my hope
that you will have some day or other the satisfaction of knowing
that vou have trained up pupils who are worthy of yourselves, this
school, and the country.”” (Applause.)

Mzt. Principal Dawson then rose and said that: ¢ Tn introducing
the most important business of this meeting—the conferring of
diplomas on those pupil teachers who have creditably passed
through the course of training prescribed in this school, I shall
merely make such statements as the public have a right to expect
on such an occasion. The number of pupii teachers entitled to
diplomas is 40, a much larger number than in last session; but it
must be burne in mind that in the present session the number of
teachers in training has increased from 56 to 70—that several have
now been with us for two scssions, and that last session was only
half the length of that which we close to-day. 14 of owr pupils are
entitled to J‘i‘plomas for model schools, 26 fur elementary sche)ls ;
most of those in the former class having studied for 1wo sessions.
Of the whole numbzr in attendance in the past session, 32 were
resident in this city, 38 were from other parts of the groyince, espe-
cially from the Eastern Townships, and in our distribution of diplo-
mas it appears that they have been equally shared between these
two classes, 25 having Deen bestc wed on pupil teachers not resident
m Montreal, and mauy of these have taken the lughest places on
our list, a most favr able testimony to their ability and pievious
education, and an ev.dence that whatever the defects in the edu-
cation of Lower Canuda, there have been and are good schools in
the districts which have sent these Y‘upils to us, We hope that
thouse now going frum us will carry the reputation of this school
thr “ahwut the province, and send us many o succeed them here.
‘The » .vautages which we are able 1o offer in the bursanes, pay-
ment of travelling cxpeuses, and arraugement of the course of
sstruction, are su great that practically tlus school may be said to
lie ut the door of every one, in whatever pait of the province, who
may desire the education whicli it offers ; and with this conventence
it combines that coucentration of effort and thoroughness of the
appliances for the work, which con be secured ouly by a great
central institution. 1 may add that our course of study for neat
session las been so arranged as to give those whose education may
be fai advanced, the mll%ehz.ﬁt of thus, in shottening ther term of
study, an advantage which wnl tell in favor of those schools which
are capable of giving to intending pupil teachers a sound and thu-
rough preparation for the work. l‘; 18 due to those who have not
received the diploma to-day to state that the greater part of them
have comlucto(} themselves creditably when here, and that it has
been in most cases owing 1o the disadvantages of defective carlg
training, infirm health, or the late period of the session. at whic
they entered, that they have come short of the end which they
sought. Some of them, we trust, will be able to appear with houour
at the close of another session. To many, for their estimable
character and general good conduct, we could have wished to give
the diploma, but the responsibility which rests on a school like this
forbids us from doing 0 on any other ground than that of thorough
fitness for the work of teaching. To the several Professors and
teachers connected with this institution, my thanks, and yours, and
the thauks of the country are due, for their zealous and successful
exertions. Professors Hicks and Robins have devoted their energices
to the work in the most self-denying manner. Professor Fronteau
has exerted all his well-known Sklﬁ, with excellent effect, 1n the
department of French. Mr. Fowler has created such enthusiasm lor
music, that I have sumetimes thought it required repression rather
than encouragement ; and the results of Mr. Duncan’s Jubors may
be scen in the drawings arouad these walls, most of thém the pro-
ductions of young persons who had vot handled the pencil before
they entered this school. To one gentleman, not connected with
this school, our special acknowledgments are due. Dr. Barber, who
had long retired from the teaching of that art in which he is 8o
eminent a2 master, cuusented, in behalf of this school, to renew his
youth, and 1o give to our teachers i training a series of lessons in
elocution of a character not otherwise to be ubtained in this country,
and which will give accuracy to all their teaching of this important
and too generally neglected branch of English reading. To the
Clergy oi the city, who have so regularly kept up the classes of
religious instruction in the school, our deepest gratitude is due ;
and we trust that the seed which they have sown will bear good
fruit, not only in the hearts of our pupil teachers, but in those of
their future pupils. In conclusion, allow me to say that I look for-



