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bitterly opposed the Romnan Eniperor-- were to the
Christian religion and how cruvlly thuy pert;%cuted ail
Chiristins. In the vear 29S the Roman Emiperor,
])iocletian, issued an edict that ail Christians who
refused to worship, idols should le put to death and
their churches burnt to the -grotnd; and in conse-
quence of this cruel edict siany suffered miartyrdoni
rather thant deny Christ. Few, howcer, in Britain
wvere called tupon1 to do so , it was a land so far off
and litflc known, and the mens of communication sa
di.'ult thit the edict ivas scarcely heard of. There
is a naine associaîed with the carly bistor> of the
Churcb in En-land that I must flot pass over, it is
that of St. Aiban, the first Engl1ish martyr. St. Alban
wias a soldier in the Roman arrny, tinder the Emperor
Diocletian. %Vhen he came to Britain with his legsoli,
Île w-as grently struck wit the cantrast between blis
own cruel religioin and the patience and holiness of
those wbo had becomec Christians, and he secretlv bie-
lieved in the trutn. %We are told that it was the cx.

apie of a poor Christian priest, whomt bie had kindly
sheiîered hieneath bis roof, that brought hlm openlv
ta confe--s bis faith. This priest was liersecuted for
righteousne<, sakec when he asked and ruceived the
protection af the Romian soldier. 'lth ouse was
seairched in oTdur to discover hinm, and Alban nobly
excbanged clothes witb the pri est that lie might bc
ab)le more eaisily to escape from his enies. This
kind act ]ed to the discovery of Alban; bie wasL- dmag-
ged away t0 torture, and then lie boldly declared
before the arniw th.à lie believe-d in Christ, and %would
worship, onlv the one God. His fatte %vas scaled, and
the Saviour he refused to deny on earth adited biru
ta the home preparud for those who confess Him, in
beaven. Thlt Abbey of St. Alban, in Hertfordshire,
is namied afier our first Christian nlartvr. lie suffercd
about î,Goo yeirb a-o and bis naine lives, and will live
in the meniorv of English Cburchmen as long as time
lasts. lHow much more noble a tbing it is 10 bc
remeinbued as a poor Christian who %vas flot asbamn-
cd 10 confes:s Chri.st, even thoujîh in doing so he laid
downr his liu, than as the Emperor of Rome, who per-
secuted the folloirersý- orjesus.

Mot en admlit that Gad exercises a igencral cont-
trol over the evenîs, of tbis world, but comparatively
fewv helieve that ail events, srnall as well as grent, are
under I-lis direction, and yet no Christian cnn rend
histary and flot be srucl, with the fmct that Ile altrays
guides the afrair5 i hi world, so as to bring about
the Ysltim.ite good of hb Chiurch. lihen îbings seim
tu bu niot dark, and e-lpp.rsalbut to overpowcr
the good, He raiSCS Up Sortit. holy nian to do the work
He bins in harid, and ta profuct what is truc. So it
wae at the period of w1rlcx I arn now %vriting. At

York the spot is stili sbown where the Enipress
Ililena, a British lady, is supposud, to luive givten
birth ta time first Christian Emlpcror of Romeu. 'lle
walls of the I>rttoritinm at X'ork rang with shouts of
joy wlben Constantine the Great was proclainied Eni-
Pcror of the worid. Just at the ulonicnt whelin ihe
Christian spark ofi hopc semed to bc put out, and the
hecathen religion to prevail, God raised up Constantine
to clierisli tac spark tili it heeanle a great and livini
flarne. It was during the reign of l.)ioclti.-n, who
isstued the %vit-!.-d edict ta whicb I have just referred,
cammanding aIl Christian.,, upon p)enalty of deatb, ta
wcrship the Gods of the lieathen, that Constantius,
the father of Con.;ianîine, wvas rzppointed (3overnor of
]3ritain, and this, tofgetber witb the other causes I
have mientiancd, will accounit for the comparative ex-
emlption tenjoye%,d by the Britons (rom the operation of
the cldict. In tIme ycar >~6 Constantine enters Rame
in triumiph as Enmpe)rcir, and ail cruelties agiinst the
followcrs of Christ ceas.ie. Christians are favored and
their religion is cincotnged tbrougbout the wold.
I3ritain shares in the general joy ; churc:hes- sprim.i up
everywbere and the sun (if prosperity %hincs. Euse-
bius, in bis Ecclt-:iasîtic.-l history, describes tilin s as
they now tvere. .'fter spuaking ai the virtues and
goodness of Constantine, he zaddi: '"Fhe Christians
now no longer fcared those who had su cruelly used
them . thev celtebrated splendid and festivc davs with
the utmclst jay; ail tbings were filled witb liglit, and
those who before 'vere sunk iii sorrow Iooked at each
othur ý,ith sinn and clheerful faces. %Vitb chairs;
and bvmnns in the cities; and villages they pnised God,
the universal King, and ext<aled the plousý Emiperor.
Edicts wcre puliNhed and issued hv the victorious
Constantine fulîl of clemencv, and laws were miade full
af charity and truc religion.*' I is very inturt- . to,
notice as1 wu look, back uposi tIre rultes whlich were laid
down for the flriti.sb cburchi di-t in nmany imtportant
points it is ver>' likec aur own church oi to-day.
First wc f(md that there were flishaps nt its hcad.
l'hure can tic no doubt upon Ibis point, for in the
vear 314 there nas an important gencral asscmibly, or
council, oi biAhops, beld at Anus,ý in Fraince, and ive
find that diere werc tbrec Britisb bi.,hops prescnit.
This, counril was -ummnonted by the Emperor Con-
stantine, aud not hy the l.islbap of Rornc. Duties
pertaining to the offie ai a bmslmop wrc the saine then
as now, nanich-, tu %vaîch over the memtbers of the
cburcb oi Christ committud tu thein, ta ordain priests
and deatcous %,r"4o sbould pressmde cven the ses-cral con-
gregations, cxactdy as 1 tcld vout the Apostl,.s did in
their day, to, seulie disputes betvcen the clergy and
people, ta confirm and consecaate, in fact ta do just
what aur Llishops now do in their seveittl dioceses


