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stretch and reacli, we iay ivell cill attention to a fewv of the inore proemi-
lient signs of the times, wvhich mnay be also to us signais of God, somne
eneouraging, others, it ;nay bc, admonitory of danger.

1. First of aIl, it inust not be disguaised that this is a very crilical hour
in missionary Aistory. It is about a full century sinice William Carey's
<irrival in Inidia xnarked the starting-point in organized missionary effort.
Tiiere is nîo question in any candid, intelligent inid that the, cenitury bias
shown advance wvhich is flot by stcps, but stridcs. What; inecase of gen-
eral intelligence -as to mission fields, religions systeins, foreign ipipes,
and the biography of the herocs of muission lîistory ! Whiat a new era of
sanctified woinanhood, now organized so widely for promioting acquaintance
and cooperation Nvith the work of a Nvorld's evangelization 1 \Vhat a mar-
volous crusade on the part of our young mnen and woinen in Christian
associations, E ideavor societies, and Iast, but not lea.st, the Students'
\Tolunteer inov'emnent, noiv, like the others, bulting the globe, and under-
taking the occupation of ail untilied fields ! '\VWhat a new epocli in, iicdi-
cal missions, reviving time apostolie inethodl of uniting, pîmysical hecalingr
wvith Gospel teaching and winiiiigy ai way to th(e sot by iistry to the
&body ! Uhat a liandinatid to the voice of the hecraid is thec pen of thé'
ready ivriter, mnade vocal in so inany tongues by ihe art of the transiator
and flic power of the press 5 ' Who an doubt the drift of ail -bho bcst
nations, which are also flue rulitig nations of the -tvoiIl, toiward the coro-
nation of peace witlî the diadeui of univerý>al empire, by agrceing to arbi-
tration iuistead of resorting to the arbitrailient of w.1r

These are but a few of the hopefuil signs on our hîorizon. They ildi-
cnte buth the fitness and fuliiess of tilmes for the speedy occupation of the
wvhole w<)rld for Christ, wbich nover before couil hiave bc.en nccomnpiied
within sucli a brief space of time, and make especiaiiy enipliatice ic oL
which should be enublazoned on tue banuers of tihe Chutrchl, 'Till EVAN-

(cBLI5A»fi1ON 0F TUE WoRLD iN Till$ GENERÂTION."

H. Wc arc iii the inidst of a general agitation in the direction of Ghiurck
Uitity, as it is suiinowha.t vaguely calicd. The fainous Lambeth platformn,
withi it.s four pianks, is a curious illustration cf the whole ilnovement. Ail
other chturches wiii be cordially received into union -%ith the Aniglicani
lod)tv, provided flîey ýsubscrib-e three articles on wlmich there wouid bc no
real1 disagreemnient, and coacede th, historie episcopoete, which is the distinc-
tive feature of the Episcopal Chnrch. The Baptists, no doubt, are equaliv
ready for unity with ail other ovangelical bodies, if infant b:4ptisin i.s aban-
dencnd and believers' baptism, and that by immersion only, is adoptedl.
Trhis is Churcli unity, flot by mutual concession, but by oiie-sýided absorp-
tion "The lamb and lion lie down to<Tether, the lamb inside the lion.",
F7or one churchi to say to ail the rest, "' You vusi be like us if we are to
.tgroe, "is what Dr. J. H1. Mcllvaine called Il an immoral toile of mmnd."
More recently the Trionnial Council of tho Congregationalists subnîuits nn-
other proposai, in ivlhich the snflicient authority of the Scripture, di.-eiieslhip
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