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Signor Beruatto, who, taughit these littie rngeged urchins tiie simplest
trths of the Gospel, taughit theni also thec ctlicacy of prayer by le:îding
tiieni to ask for what they reaIyý wishied ; and aiong other tlîings for a
suitable, permanent home. This prayer bans ce'entually been answcred. Iii
the winter of 1881 the present home was secured after two changes of resi-
dence, and on MIardi1 loth thirty-six boys celebrated thieir sixthi minîiversary
in the new, appropriate quarters.

These boys are ail Italian, though not ail Venetian. Several corne
froîn distant parts of Italy, being recommended by the evangelical minister
of the place in whiich they five. But the inajority have been brouglit to
the home by thieir widowed inothers, who, being Ieft ivith. several cildren,
have applied for help in vain to, the priests and the congyrcgyation of charity.

Now and then the pricsts, or some relation, have taken a boy awav
froin the Protestant influence of the Instituto Evangelico, but as a general
ruie those pîaced vithin the shelter of the hoine rernain there mîitil thiey
are able to, carn their own livelibood". And forrncriy, if a boy cbose a pro-
fessional career, lhe was enabled to enter the Marco Polo College ; but ùlat

plan, fraughit with, various disadvantages, bias recently bei abanidoned,
and a professor engagiced at the borne itself expressly for the student boys.

This ncw teacher is a convcrted pricst, îvho, ut imach persomal sacrifi4'e,
ha-. lately corne ont fromni the Clmurch of Rome, and whose sincrere desire î.s

to prepare the boys to becoine mninisters of the Gospel. As lie hceld a bi.-hî
office in the llomnishi Chntrchi, and wvas aiso, a professor in a Roman Cathiolie,
seminary, hie is very wcll fitted for bis new work ; and the boys thenmclves
are dciighted %vitli the arrangement. It sectirea for thorai as good instruce-
tion anti more individmil atte ntion, tbani tbey forinerly received at tlie Mireo
Polo Ginnasio, -ind the state edlucational regulations allowv thera to g-o upl
at the end of tue scholastic year for the coilegIe, examinations.

One of thé- very flrst boys wvho, came to tbat small, darlz rooni, and %vlîo
was rescued frora the very ivorst surroundinigs, is now an oficer in~ the etis-
toni bouse. Anotber o'f those very early pupils wvho " took te the use of
the saw and plane" is at present ernpioycd in one of the first sliops of
Venice, and bas lately " developed a dccided talent for sculiptuiritu,."
StihI others are earning good livings as printers, w'hich trade wvas; started nt
long after the carpenter work was begun. Suirely, tlie hittle seed, planted
in faith and 'watcrcd by prayer, has taken root and sprouted andi grovwn.

Ini the clcvcnth report, just issued, Mrs. Hammond states that, tiiere
are now fifty-eigrht boys in tlie home ; and slie closes lier accomut of tlie
past year's work in these words:

ccAfter eleven years' experience, xny conviction is deeply rooted that
thme boys' home in Venice is the Lord'3 wvork ; that it was lNe wiîo plantedl
it, and wvho bas thus far rnaintained it. And, therefore, notwitistanding
financial discoutratremcnt, I desire to 'cas;t ail my care on Hlm,' in tlie con-
fident hope timat Hoe wiii in some way sipplv tlic need for itu contince
and progrress according to Ris good picaeture.">
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