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deep quiet bad replaced the thunder of battle.” Taithfully did he
toilin laying the foundation stones of the new Greece. Often did his
heart sink as he witnessed the dissensions and divisions among her po-
litical leaders, threatening to make valueless that for which so much
had been sacrificed. The true patriots, it is said, “all hailed him as
the saviour of their country,”

However much we hope that an enlightened Christianity and a
fuller civilization may yet do for this interesting land, we cannot visit
her to-day and note jthe upspringing life, the system of common
schools, the really magnificent institutions of a higher grade, and the
open Bible, without a sense of gratitude to those whose services were
so laboriously given in this formative period of her new existence.

Passing hastily over the period of Mr. Canning’s special mission
1o Turkey, in 1831, his occupancy of a seat inthe House of Commons,
and his brief mission to Madrid, we come to the most interesting
and important period of his own life, that extending over the 16 years
between 1847 and 1858. These years, with short intervals of absence
were spent as England’s ambassador at Constantinople. He was
called the “Great Elchi,” this being the term applied at the Porte to
an ambassador, in distinction from that givento a minister, which was
simply “Elchi.” The dignity of the title had special meaning in his
case, for it was known ere long in the whole extent of the Turkish
Empire as atower of strength and refuge to the oppressed and wronged
of whatever race or religion. In 1851 he was created Viscount Strat-
ford de Redcliffe. His face and presence were singularly noble and
impressive, his manners of the old school of courtesy, his speech grave,
quict, simple, and sincere. When he felt himself officially represent-
ing his Queen and his country, he was indeed an august personage, but
in the intimate converse of friendship “his frank graciousness wase
captivating, and he showed only the aspect of the cultivated scholar
of Eton uud Cambridge—the simple-hearted gentleman, the poetic
idealist, the man of high thoughts and glowing imagination.” He
was, when eatering upon this period of service, 55 years of age, and
we note in him a deeper seriousvess and a loftier tone. The passing
years, with their varied opportunities and great responsibilities, had
enriched and strengthened him. 'We find him furnished for what yet
remains for him to do. He enters now upon a great work of refor-
mation in the Turkish Empire itself. During his previous residence
in Constantinople his mind had been largely absorbed in outside in-
terests, but now he conceives the idea of using all his influence to
inaugurate or help on beneficent reforms. Hitherto, they seem not
to have occurred to him as possible. With resoluteness, persistent
determination and patient devotion, he addresses himself to the task
of securing not only freedom from many lesser grievances, but the
establishment of equal rights ana liberiy of conscience. That he sue-
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