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strongly convinced were the mass of the disciples that this wvas the law of
the kingdomn, that after the ascension of Jesus, whien an emerg,,ency arose
wvhichi seeined to eall for the sacrifice of al, %ve arc told that "nieither said
-tny man tlîat the things -%hichi lie possessed were his own,'' and that " as
înany as hiad lands or houses sold tlîem and brouglit the price of the things
which were sold and laid tlîem at the apostles' feet. " Tihis %vas an abnor-
mal state of society, never ineant to last as a permanent condition in the
Churcli ; but it beautiftully illustrated the spirit -%vichl Chirist's teadhiingr and
example Iîad inspired, and is a standing example of w~hat the Chuircli
should do agiiin if circumstances demandcd and justifled the sacrifice.

That ail the Savior's foilowers possessed or earned was the property of
the Master is iliustrated by the parables of Our Lord. lit thc parable of
the " taien s" the good and, faitlhftl servants who liad traded witlî the lent
inoney brouglît back botlî principal and profit to rcturn to the Lord ; and
thc servant wvho lîid Ilis talent in the carth is not oniy declared, to
bc wicked, and slothful, but is deprived of the talent loaned, to in, and is
punishied for being " unprofitabie. " The parable of thc ponnids teaches
the saine lesson :the faitliful servant returns not only tlîe one pound lent,
but the ten or the five pounds gained, by trading ; and thc tiînid servant is
punisied. becauise lie hiad not brougit, intere;t, at even the small rate of a
deposit account at the batik. Thc -way in wlîich the Lord is represented
as returning to the faitlhfutl servants both thc profit gaincd by trading and
the original principal is iitted, as it was designed, to encourage lus peo-
pie. Ilaving proved their fidelity, Ile couid trust thecin ;%vitlî more, and
rewards theru in proportion to their diligence. 11e wiill nover be indebted
to 1is children ; thecy will gain more tit tlîey cant ever gTive to M. le
proves t'fe trutli of the proverb, " There is thazt scattectii and yet increas-
eth, and thiere is that withlioldethi more titan is meet, but it tendeth to pov-

jertv." Even some of the 01l Testament saints understood and acted on
titis principle of regarding ail they possessed as God's. David, after ]av'-
ing up for the building of the temple %vliat some say ivas equal ini amoti
to thc " reserve"' in tue Banik of E ngand, Says withi truc hurnility, 41 0f
Thine own hiave 'e given Tlee."

But it niay be ask'ed, What is the normal responsibilitv of the Cutis-
tian under suceli ant arriangrement ? If ail lie bas be Christ's, how is titis
capital auJ incomne to le expended ? Christ's answer is expiicit, and is
illustrated by înany parabies. The Chîristians responsibility is that of A£

.STEWVARI, to whiorn ail thie property of the 'Master is intrusted, as wvas the
clustomn of the East. \Ve sec titis in the parabie of wvlat is ir-onically eailQd
the wise steward. lis fauît wvas that lie had iiistised lus inaster's subl-
stance, and the way in whichi lie used ]lis power for bis own selfish ends
showed the uiinniiitcd trust placed inIiiitu as wve1l as tîte sin of wvhich. hc
w'as guiltv iu turniug it to bis own adatg. So îînchanging arc the
cnistoms of the Bst it is said of tue faithful ol stewvard of Abraham,

'Ail the goods of luis nu:tster Nvere iii lis biaud.''


