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ACONNSîDERAIILa ainoinut of seepticii
is p)revalcuit at the present day, respecting
the utility of spending nîur.h tiînie in the
study of tilo so-called dead bmgueilages.

Tite idea is fa>vquenltlv advianced thlat
sîx.lh studies are îîut calculated to produce
Iprtcliccid nmen, and that, thert.fore, in this

piw'ictical age, tlîey shiould bc discoiltinui-
cd. Studeîîts wheîî awny froin College
art! friqtuenitly inet with the iîiquiry,
~'Vlîy spendti su xnuch tinie in Icqtlirig a
kniowledige of Litin i 1 Grek, thecy will

nut hielp yon in any vay in business, nt
the bar or in thiepulpit? These, we tliink
are erroneous ideas and should bc shown
to bu so, for two important reasonis.
F irit, because wrong views on1 this Point
nicceslsarily produce corresponding pre-
judice- .pinst the Iiigher edlication iii
guneral, and that, tui anon- those to
ivlhoii we lokl for pecllniary support;, for
our institutions of learning; anîd secondly,
1>ecaiso much crroiieous ideas8, if ilot e~x-
J)oscd, ara calcntted tu Linîder our yoling
ut nl fri availiîîg tittî,-e1l es oif tlîu

lorket-iL oppurtuntities to secure 1 -uu1
su' aid education', which will euiiiinfnly
fit thecn to fil ii~tli credit to thenîiselves,
thieir spliere of Hie. The subject boiv-

et ir, beiiý; .au Il tliiceh vuluîîkse lia a cqd'.alc %ltlQliV h

Let-l '.s ide.il, ç.î'î ilrely bu -1gi&uîeLd zt Gî'ik nia lzltuîu *.tei s îeve tu tilt
lien-. the rieli and v.aried fiLerature et aiitiîjuity.

I nayîît v)o ont of place tu rcnîarkrI Such klnuwlt.dgo' i8 inideed thî ey 0Yhicli
iii theouutt.et, flint the vcryV filet, thîlît oPens tO 114 tho ininuortzal tî'.aùuîvs of

cî.î,,zcklî 'tde ret4liii stiedu &tg ilp anjIticien, iuttrature. Di~lkonItiuuu thliâ
posiîtiuon inii lie. cuirricuula of tilt oi'f brlil of a4dy, and we arv CUl off 10)111

aiîv no~te, is ani imîportant poinît nl fuIvur aitl ancienlt vt eh.btlteiîee and IitJy
t UAlvjr îîtility. 'flitt tilt, ahkl:,t ettc;t- lit onces 1,111. idiniî'.îtionî et and thenudl

ton.iii.tl d' il,'.d cuutes au uainu for ait stceeding în<.îî of guîîîîs, ainti :tu

-tideqiit &iubtitute to ixîtroduce iii thteir inipenlefrablo Veil lîidw fle p.uL, w.itlî 4Il
pince, iloile hy whicli they can è0 llQ t ilslsls or~ liuiai. experieiîce front our

illlly cîtucate iii thou trige itynîiol'ieacl vieW, lettvingll u1 but the last fiftteni
~.eso tim eî,beppîacîrse hunldrt'd yeaî-3 to look back over au

thetir care, 8lîonid couvince tilt of the dutMW. lVlss'îs troli.
iluiportauice of~ the ehsisas dliscipliîîarY .Agl'il, iL inay bo douhted if any othier
studies. -Nor is tiuis ail. ht k a puatent b)ranICh of stildy is su ranchl calculâted te
fact, thiat tiiose colle-es in wvhosu curricula, givc the 8.tUdeîîL a colliplete iastery Ovor
thu cllssics orin the largest pàart, are tige bis on Engliihtnu, the elne under

oîîes whiuvh hia'. protluced the grcatest eolisidern tiuv. Ve.ry mnany of ur words
muiiids, and illust aIceomphishlii scliolars. ai" Of Cisqie oribin, cithier nivrely trans-
Take for exninfile, the ohd Englisli Uni- fers of entire wonl,;, or inor coulinoffly
% vsitics and examine the records of their cuînpotinds v.f Yt:rL.s iith prepusitions.
stiidexît.s Sce the iiiighîty legacy of Tiiesew w.ords to bu propcirly uniderstood,
initellect uai gianlts that thoso ixn'.ituitioiis niubt bc traced b.lek to bhe originial. B3ut
have snpplied for centuries baek., ta tilt titis is ilot tilt inlost iiii)ort*ant. li
the v'arious departinents of litxcrature, translating frong the inverted styles,, and
science anîd art ' And hiow blave they pecuiliair idiuins uf tliese kI'î.'uages laitu,
dulie this i l!w blave tbuy succeuded in Eniglisbi, the art Gf conlstructing terse
accoînplisiuig this gran.d esuit 1 ite sentences, andi se a coinînand of l'aniguago
truc answer te thiese questions is foinnd is acquired. ,viicll cannot, we think, bo
ini the fact thlat the ciassics forfin Se largo acquired iii any otlier way.
a lart of th coîxri lunbliose institutions. Blut -vo inust nuL, weary ur readors

Thte grea1_t end achieved iii the ettudy of withi this subject, ie ]lave as yct only
the anicient laiiguages; is tie 1eVelOPnIenlt enteredl upon its thireslioid. A v'ast field
of the thiiîkiîîg puwers iu thuo inind-tîe of inqniry opens np) before us, -%vlichl nt
eulture of those l)0'.ers of thoughit, '.vlich somnu futur'e tiime we liope We enter uipuix
entable une tu rpl suce.Stully with again. ite more ive tiuiiik of titis subject,
aniy subjeet lie uiiîderLhuko(-to dive into the mourt e -value its importance. Wue
it, and brin- to the surface pèarls of uannot dispenîse withi tile Latin and Greek

tiglit, wlîicli shall bc of hasting benefit. lang lnges, nu0 onu W1, a pire Il Ioda
Wer clasbics nmure studied titan tbucy aru pronliîîexît JJesitluî aîniung ineulf thîughbi,

to-tiay, tliere vwould âîot bu so inany can alford te negleet this inost efficient
voluines of epliinitil literaturo cumning nicns of culture. Science and literaturu
forth frwinl the presti every year to flnd cunnet part w.itli tbcîn, tlîey aru. their
their way, tirugli the impertinence of funda(ltiuo. ite greunud%.'.rh of science
nîiercexîary ILenfr, into the lib-trieas of .as, laid, by tiu Iaciulnt phiuso>iîcr, aiid
the nnwnry, anîd bue»l pass out of print. the resuit of bhîcir researelies lins bec»

But altiongî bhe cultivatiou of the lianded dowîi to, us in tb'ir w.ritiîîgs.
intellect, the developing of tliose latent .clsc tinprc;tbfiusa

î'ewers, which in diirmnt de-recs exist iiiviting, anid aL the saine tilio a hiffily
in the inid of cvery one, is the chief profitable field of study. They are, w'.e
point sou-lit iii the study of clabssics; and tunernosysye edluga's
woîîid iîîdeed, i» view of its grent iin- Truc they are riL the veriacuir of axîy

portance, prove an abunidant rvason for people now., at lea4t; iii tlieir ancient
l)resecutiiig tliat study, yet iL is by ii0 purity. Tite ailcient iiationalitics of
mneans tihe only renseai for iL ï1n Grecce and Rome have passed away.


