
- Letter Io the Editor.

yoùl to stop? It is .not necdf'ul the people
should bo able to pen and compose a letter-
wvell-it is only goiug( a stel) farthcr to say that
it la not needt*ul the people slîould be able to,
read wvith fltiency-let theni bc only taught to
erpell their books as wvas the case at ne distant
period-and so by picce-ieal deductions, you
wvould soon bring il to this, that thiere was no
need for education at ail.

It is witli muchi satisfaction that I wvotld
biail the improvenient made by our governmcnt
by their late legrislation on this maLter. MTbey
have thirown open a door for the advancement
of education amongr the labouring classes wvhicli
had previously beenl closed. Moînhers of Par-
liamcuet and the Peers ofthie realm, baal possess-
cd the privilegre of franking their letters; that
is, they could send thcom to any part of the
kingdom at the small cost of one penny. But
this privilege is abolishied, or ratheoris equalized,
and noiw tic peer and the peasant can alike for-
wvard their letters to their friends on the sumne
terms. Of course this branch of the revenue

bas fallen off in consequence of suceli a redu&-
tion.-But as the capital of thec country is in no
respect dmminishied, the needftil aniount cao) bo
re-appropriated by the groverninent by means of
a less odioîîs ilipost. 'l'lie eflèct of tlis moa-
sure wvill assureidly tend te the encouragement
ofedultcation among the people. Itwill-give to
general edlucation that fair scope of wvhich it bail
been florinerly deprived-and if the Rlefommers
liad cause ofrejoicinà wvlieîi the art of printing
wvas invented, saying that il would no longer
be in the !>oiver of Popes or couincils 10 bar the
door of scriptural knowvtedge, the philantro-
phists ini our times have a like cause of joy, in
the passing of an act removingr a grievous incu-
bus froin the cducated part of the conununity,
an act that wvill enable the humblest as well-as
the higrhest ini the land to niaintain an uninter-
rupted correspondence with their frienids und
relatives-anid thougbh absent in body te bc pre-
sent in spirit-to bear each other's burdons ; tu
rojoice .withî thein. wvhen they rojoice, and toý
weop witl them) Mien thecy weep.

TO TIIE EDITOR 0F TUE CAINAIAN.N CHISTIAN EXADIMasF.

DEAR Sin,-I wvas diEappointed'when read-
ing in your excellent Magé azine somne accounit
o? the proceedingrs of flic Synod of the Presby-
terian. Church in Canada, in connection xvithl
theChurcli of Scotland, te fmnd wnong the va-
rious Addresses they lîad voted, thora wvas ofie
thiey appeair te have omitted, 1 mean an Ad-
dress to the _Ministers of our Chiurcli at, home,
'who, have se nobly resisted thec attempts o? the
Court of Session, to lay the yoke of an un-
liînihed patronage on the necks ofthe people.

I amn an old man, and I bave beeui acquainted
-with the wrestlings o? Uic Churcli of Scotland
teobe frec of Ibis yoke almost from mny infancy.
It as always refreshing to rny spirit when I

readl o? ministers pcrscveringr in tbis good
cause, and like Gideon and tlîe thrce thousand
that wcerc with hlm, tbough 11faint, yet piirsu-

1n. remenîber in rny youitbi,lhearingr inany
godly ministers and people bearing thecir tes-
tmmony against patronage. 1h bas been account-
cd a grievance for more than a. hundred years.
Ana the crigi:nal biîrgb«,ors, fur I do not speak of
thc voluntatries, Iqok up 119is -round ini opposi-

tien 10 tbe ruling party in flic churcli, wvho did
thoir utmost to force high-handod patronage
uipon tbe people. I. is a cause, ixowever, cf
much joy and thankfulness that the- grounds
whbich led to the secessien are rcmoved by the
downfall of that party and of their Brastian po-
licy, and botter days have begun to dawn upon
the land. It was no more tlîan wvhat wvas re-
quired of those on whlom, Uic garînent of
Witherspoon, Ersakîne, and ilouicrieff had fallen,
whcen, in the course of a gracions Providence,
they found they liad a majority in the General
Assembly to act upon their zwn tostimony, andl
restore ilie privilegres of the Christian people
a.ccording ho the constitution o? tlîe churci,
wvbatever consequences might enstie, and this
they dia by virtue of the veto lav passed ln te
Assembly, of 1854. One good turu lends to
another, and so tbige as every one ]<nolvs, ivas
tlic signal for the original burghliers rallyig
around Uic churcli of their fatliers. 1 was
one of that body, and 1 ned hardly say, tiiere-
fore, that it gladdened my heart o-xceedingrly to,
lieux of the -tigor with ivhich the contecet


