
ItRLIOION PRO0FITABLE.1.a

siistaining and consoling iinfluence of God's Word, tho proniptings and draw-
ing.4 or God*s Spirit, riscs above ail these trials te ilixu who is the source of al

igî,peace, hope and joy. The believer thus dwclls in God, and God in hitn.
Bur these cînotionus and outgoiugçs of the soul te God arc not the euly marks of
txiue wdliness. There is-

3à. A stroîîg respect for (3od's honour. This daily centrels the Christin
thli'qs spis frin an earnest faith in God's presecce and promises. Sin i
eveîy foin Iecemes very hiateful te him ia ivhom truc piety exists. Ile bates
it lieenuse of its cvii cffects on ail in whoîn it exists, but e-,pecý Ily because it
ir n, dislionnur offercd te God. The love of God, througi Christ, Ilcenstrains
lin te livo not to himself, but te him who Ioved hini and gave hiniseif for
linii." Io is led by convictions of the love of God, te ehierishi earnest gratitude
te Ii,» w'ho is the author of ail his niercies. lie thiuks of himself a2 Ged's

p riper-ty, crcated and sustaincd l'y his power and goodness, ail that lie possesses
ia.,e caumc frofih G d. Ilis bedily powers, lis mental faculties, ail biis attala-
nents, ail lus enjnynients, are God's. IJence, tee, ail his zeal f.)rGod. Ilence
in Ibis conduet is fiund Ilwhatsoever things ar0rc bto'e iig r
jui-t, h tly, and pure." Ire thinks on these things, and dees thein.

Il. Whit are some of the advantngcs o? godlincss ? Tho Apostle declares
tixat goffliiness ib profitable te ail thiin gs,") ne. it subserves man's best iinteresfis,

both present and future, physical and dsp iri tuai. This opens up a very Nvide
fxid, te sar-;ey arbien avould require much tin: and carnest labeur. But it
%vouid repay ail our labour and imie. Weceau proently, biowver, present only
a few reniirks iliostrative of the general truth, that godliness is profitable to
ail thing-s. .And -ive observe

1. Tlîat gediiness is profitable te bodily hecaltb. When ave make this state-
ment, ave do net s,y that there are ne exceptions te its general and unii-caEýl
application. IL dees net nacan tixat ail godly or truly religieus persons are
conil)letel* froc fi-cm bedîly infirnities er diseases, for the truly pieus are liable
te these as avel as others. They naay pessess a. weak and sickiy constitution;
they niay l'e exposed to thie visits or ravages of disease as well as otîxers; their
î'eéy lues not alvays exempt thein fromn "lthe pestilence avhich avalketh ia
dtrkness, or fi-en thic destruction avbich wvastet h at noua-daiy." NLor do ave
mean that religion is in ail cases a severeigaspecifie for every forni of disease
with which the frail buinan body rnay bc visitcd. But we do nacan and say,
that religion tends greatiy te secure and proxnotehbealth. It avili net bc denied
tuit niany , f the d-seases by which man's life us readcrcd miserable, and eut
fliort, s-oringm freni feu"v and vice, frein intemperance in many ferais. Vice and
ii!ieniperance are the causes of many diseases; they aIse aggravnte their rnalig-
ality aadI hinder their cure. These vices cannet be profitable to the bealth onr
lizppiness of aa:y mue. Try te recal te your mind the appearance of tue vicieus
ai- the drunkard, thp sickly appestrance, the ruined constitution, the body soon

desreyd and brouglit to anîtimeiy grave. Such fearful effeets can neyer
cake phice, when truc religion eontrols tue man. Religion teaches ail those in
whose seuil she abides, te siuun all sueh sinful and destructive courses; E-ue
teaches inan te do biniseif ne harrn, te esteena highiy the approbation ef God,
te prerer bis love and service te every ether ebjeet, and that luis love can only
be sceured by acting, as he has.enjoiaed. Religion teaches nian, that God de-
sires blis hapiness, and that this end can be secured in ne other way than by
doing the arilI e? God frein the lueart, and by aveiding those sins avbicl work
sucbi '4e effleets on man's life and hiappinees. Godiiness opposes this and alh
etîxer sins. It pre.,ents the maost pewerful motives te purity and sobriety; it
threatens man with Ged's dispîcasure, witbi his avratia and curse both now and
hereafter. Tluus it tends te keep mon frein the haunts ef sin, and thus hielps te
secure ian's bodil- health. But

2. Godliness is profitablIe te avorldiy suecess. It may be rcunarked bere, as
ahove, that ve dIo pot affirin tlîat thne Christian is always prosperous, er that all
irbo are prespý-rus ii. 'lue world are Christians. Nor is it possible te state all


