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than a blessing. But if God's people
wait earncstiy uiponl imi the spirit of con-
secration and prayer shahl pervade his
chiurch, and answers of blessing and bene-
dliction shahl descend like showere upon
the thiirsty ground, The outpouring of
gcenerous tlianlz-ofleriings for the inercies of
the past wvill be a piedge and guaranitee
that God will be faithful to his covenant
and richly bestow the benedictions of lis
gfrace.DThe admirable article by Principal
Cayeu, of Knox College, in the current
numiiber of thiis inaga7ine, will be read
%vith very great interest. Its scriptural
basis, its cogent argument, its fraternal
spirit, wvill coniend itheif to the hiearts
and conscien~ces of ail our readers. Our
sister Presbyterian Chiurdli is addressing
lierseif withi inuch energy to the task of
raising a million dollars, chiiefly for edu-
cation and missions. Its iinisters are
nobly and generously doing their part,
and we wishi for thiemi thc iargest success.

TiiE IIYMNS WE SING.
Dr. Lamibly's admirable paper on this

subject -%vill be rend withI inuch interest
and profit by ail who love the songs of
Zion. In nothing is the essential unity
of the Churchi of God more strongly shown
than in its hyninology. In fraingii their
systeinatic creeds, the differeiit sections of
that Ohurcli often unduly eniphasize the

-things that differentiate theni fromn eaclh
other. But wlien they gather in prayer
round tlie footstool of our common
Master and Lord, and wlien they join in
singing his praise, they realize that
thioughl ten thousand thousand be tlheir
tongues, yet "ail thecir joys aro one."
An excellent article in a late number of
tlie Westminster strongl,,y expresses this
thougit, as follovs :

1'Every hynin-book is a testiniony to
our indebtedness to the saints. There
ail littie rivairies are lost. Hebrew kings,
Germian reformiers, Romian Catholic
priestýs, Episcopaliani bishops, Methodist
evangelists, Presbyteriani inisters, have
ail conspired to inake us thecir debtors.
In their harmnonious shout, of mraise al
petty discords dlic. As we sing those
hymns, we step inito tInt shining fe]low-
shiip, fromn whidh no power ean exconm-
municate us but our own little-inidedi-
ness and sini.'>

THiIRD METIIODIST oeCUMENIcAL
COzNFItENCE.

The Thirdl (Ecunmenical Couference of
1Metholism, to uiieet in London inext year,
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is aiready attractiug considerable atten-
tion. It %viIl be, wve are sure, one of the
niost significant gathering(Ys of this young-
est, yet largest, of the great Cliurdhes of
Christendoin. Whiat wvondrous cause for
thanksgiving is there, in looking back
over the groiwth ôf a century !Not in
pride or self-sufficiency, but in lowliness
of spirit, we may well exciai, " Vhat
hiath God wrought! " But the progress
of a hiuldred years f urnishies only a start-
ing point for niueh greater progrress in
the Nvonderful new century %vliose portais
are opening before us. We trust that,
wvise counsels, thiat a spirit of liopeful-
ness, of consecration, of prayer, Nvill mark
that oecumenical assexnbly. The follow-
ing cogent remarks of the Westinster
-%vitli reference to the Pan-Presbyterian
Couincil, which meets this nith, will be
no iess appropriate to the Pan-Methodist
Conference of 1900:

"If tlic Seventli General Council, caîl-
ing men fromn tlie ends of the earth, gives
no hielp to tIc spiritualizing of life, the
Oliristianization of politics, literature, in-
dustry and commerce, if it has no new
note for the niew century, and makes no
forwvard mioveinent, towards the open
doors, it will he the Chiurch's great, miissm 1
opportunity, and will inake for loss to tIra
ICingdom of God."

ILL EN.ýGLAND I3ECOMIE ROMAN
CATHOLIC ?

The extravagant assumptions of the
rituaiists in Great Britain have created
an apprehiension in the minds of xnany
that tIe sturd-y Protestantismn of the
nation is being underinined, and that a
wholesale defection ]Romewvard is imini-
ent. Tic faicts do not justify thataissumn-
tion. The recent decisions of thie Arch-
bishops of Canterbury and York on
rituaiistic practices give sliglt comfort
to those who are in syinpatthy with
sac= mentarian theories. Professer Gol-
wvin Smith ivrites on this subject as
folloirs:

"Mr. Richard ]3agot asks %vhiether
Eingland will ever beconiie ]Roman Cath-
olic, and answers, Neyer. W/ho imagines
that, she will ? What is the trend of lier
science, lier literature, and everytlhing
that shapes or foreshiadows the mental
course of a nation? RHow mnany mien of
intellectual eminence outside tIe Higri
Anglican clcrgy have mianifested any bean-
ings towards Rouie?7 To what do tIc
su pposed supporters ofl a returii to Romnan
Catholicisni amount ? There, was a inove-
muent among tlie clergy, causcd by the
fear that the State wvas withdrawingt its%


